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DEDICATION. 



The heart and life Christian, the good Samaritan, the 
faithful mother, and the unknown genius; whose broad, 
catholic religion knows no sectarianism ; the long pencil 
of whose life has been pure and eoruacant beneath a 
vail ; whose domestic virtues have shed luster on a large 
family of sons and daughters; whose heart ever beats in 
warm sympathy with liberal ideas and the onward march 
of human development and progress; whose words of 
encouragement first seconded the purpose of my young 
heart to emerge from the wilderness, without friends or 
money, to tread the halls of college, through my own 
unaided efforts ; whose tender sympathies and prayers 
have ever been with me in adversity, not less than in 
prosperity ; and whoso lute-strings, in a green old age, 
though shattered and broken by care, infirmities, and 
trouble, are yet beautiful, tender, magical, and melodious: 
together with, another precious Friend, of sacred memory, 
sent by kind angels in my time of need ; whose transcend- 
ant virtues, rare wealth of mind and heart, expansive 
benevolence and generosity — unaffected by vanity, pride, 
or selfishness — in the midst of affluence and the fashions 
and pomp of social life ; the patron of art and science, 
and eveiy form of goodness ; to whom nature has been 
prodigal of beauty and redundant in the bestowment of 

1 3:-~~. Tyhose gifts of music, poetry, and 

, kindled by divine love, betoken an 
' ineffable bliss ; and by whose kind words 
of cheer and pecuniary aid, in a time of despondency and 
almost despair. .1 was encouraged to undertake this publi- 



happy surround) 
spiritual aspirati 
immortality of ' 
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cation; this strain of pensive sadisms, heart-felt, though 
poorly snug; bora of the olden time, though true, and 
fresh, and touching in every age ; written in the valley of 
griefj sitting in t-l'it-s ashes unknown and uticonif'orted like 
Job ; sanctified by holy tears, and uttered from a broken 
harp-string, more as the melancholy song of my own soul, 
in the night of my experience, than that of Job; is affec- 
tionately dedicated ;— to the one, as a long-absent but ever- 
loving son; and to the other as a sincere, grateful, and 
ever-appreciative friend, by the Author. 
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LIST OF PICTURES AND EXPLANATIONS. 



The following pictures were all taken from original 
engravings especially prepared for this wort. 



PICTURE NO. I. PAGE 57. 

Job Offering Stu-r'tfives for his Children. 

And his sons went and feasted in their houses, everyone 
lils day, and seat and called for their three sisters to eat 
and to drink with them. And it was so when the days of 
their feasting were gone about, that Job set'.t and sanctified 
them, and rose up earlv in the morning, and offered. l>nrnl, 
offerings according to the numher of them all ; for Joh 
said: "It may he that my sons have sinned, and cursed 
God in their hearts." Thus did Joh continually. What a 
practical denial were these pious and daily rii.es of the cruel 
charges Drought against Job by Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zo- 
phar, of irreligion and impiety ! 

PICl'CKE NO. II. PAGE 66. 

Job, His Three Friend*, ami J'Hilm. 

These three friends were Eliphaz, King of the Teman- 

ites; Bildad, King of Shuah; and Zopliar, King of 

1* 
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Naamah. They were all older than Job. Elihu was a 
young man, the sou of Barachel, trie Bnzito, of the kindred 
of Ham. He stood by silently and patiently, and listened 
to the speeches of Job and his three aged friends until 
they ceased speaking. He then, with many apologies for 
his youth, and with great veliemen.ee, took up the contro- 
versy, and showed his opinions. Eliphaz, Bildad, and 
Zophar h:id hitherto believed Job to he perfect and Up- 
right. They appear to have been on terms of great inti- 
macy with him ; for when they heard of the great evil that 
came upon him, they made an appointment to come togeth- 
er, to mourn with him, and to comfort him. And when 
they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, because 
of his changed and desolate appearance, they lifted up 
their voices, and wept, and rent every one his mantle, and 
sprinkled dust upon their heads towards heaven. So they 
sat down with him upon the ground, -even days and seven 
nights, and none spake .a word unto Mm ; for they saw that 
his grief was great. But when they saw how dreadfully 
afflicted Job was ; and that he had lust all liis property, 
and consequently his friends, tliey changed their opinions 
concerning him. Educated in a dark and monstrous view 
of the nature and design of God's moral government over 
the world, they believed that calamily implied sin and 
guilt, and especially such extraordinary afflictions as had 
fallen on Job could only be regarded as the measure of his 
great iniquities. Hence they all speak from this stand- 
point. As it was said of Christ that he was in the worldj 
and the world knew him not ; so Job was before these 
self-righteous, and self-opiniona.I.ed accusers ; but they knew 
him not ; neither the scope and end of his dreadful trials. 
In all ages pivotal men have, in their life-time, been mis' 
understood and undervalued. They have been tried, per- 
secuted, forsaken, and crucified, in feelings and reputation, 
if not in body, that others, through them might be saved. 
No age of the world has ever been so conspicuous for such 
illustrious examples as the present, and many who are now 
sitting on the ground, and in the ashes, sorely smitten and 
afflicted, calumniated and forsaken, will yet become the 
martyrs and heroes of an age, whose heraldic gushes are 
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ANI1 EJTPT.A-MATTONS, XI 

already purpling a new and glorious morning. The condi- 
tion of these tried and suffering ones, abandoned by swallow 
friends, mi sunder stood by their oldest acquaintances, and 
tormented most unmercifully by the reproaches, suspicions, 
and bitter words of narrow-minded bigots, under the 
hypocritical garb of mourners and comforters, may be 
seen in the picture on the above named page. 



PICTUEE NO. III. page 72. 

The Desolation of Job, 

According to the sacred history, Job lived in the land of 
Uz. This land was somewhere in the East, as it is said in 
the third verse of the first chapter of the book which bears 
his name : " this man was the greatest of all the men of 
the East." Arabian writers always mention Job as a real 
person, and his grave is shown to this day, on the eastern 
limits of Arabia, and close to the .Euphrates. His resi- 
dence was undoubtedly in some part of Arabia Deserta, 
between Palestine and the Euphrates. At the close of the 
Septnagint translation of the book of Job from the original 
Hebrew, the following remarkable account of him is ap- 
pended ; " And it is written that he will rise again with 
those whom the Lord will raise up. This is translated 
out of a Syrian book. He dwelt indeed in the land of Au- 
sitis, on the confines of Idumea, and Arabia. His first 
name was Jobab; and having married an Arabian woman, 
he had by her a son whose name was Enon. He was him- 
self a son of Zare, one of the sons of Esan, and bis mother's 
name was Bosorra: so that he was the liflh in descent from 
Abraham. And these were the Kings who reigned in 
Edom, over which country he bore rule. The first was 
Balak, the son of Beor, and the name of his city was Dan- 
naba. And after Bala!;, Jacob, who is called Job, and 
after him, Asom, who was governor from the region of 
Tluihiianitis ; and after him, Adad, son of Barad, who 
smote Madian in the plain of Moab, and the name of his 
eity was Getham. And the friends who came to him were 
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Kliphaz, cf the sons ol'Esnu, flu; king of the Thaimamtes, 
.Bildad. the sovereign of the Baitehoiuis, and Xophai-, the 
king of the Manaians." It is supposed by the best author- 
ity that he lived somewhere between the age of Terahand 
Jacob, and that be was coiemporary with the most dis- 
tinguished patriarchs, jn character he " was perfect and 
upright." He had seven sons and three daughters. His 
substance was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand 
camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred 
she-asses, and a very great household. He was a dis- 
tinguished Judge, ami the "real est man in that part of the 
world. In all his surroundings he seems to have been 
singularly prospered, honored, and happy. At this period 
the most sudden and overwhelming calamities befel him. 
The Sabeans fell upon his oxen and asses and took them 
away, and slew the servants who were ploughing with 
them, and tending them in the field. The fire of God fell 
from heaven and consumed the sheep and the servants that 
watched them. The Chaldeans made out three bands, and 
fell upon the^ camels and carried them away, and slew the 
servants that guarded them. A great wind from the wil- 
derness smote the four corners of the house where all his 
children were feasting, and it (e'l upon (.hem, and killed 
them. Under these, sudden and dreadful calamities he rent- 
bis mantle, and shaved his head, and fell upon the ground 
and worshiped. But his aHiietions did not end here. He 
was smitten with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto 
his crown. He took a potsherd to scrape himself withal, 
and gat down among (he ashes. In this desolate attitude I 
have represented him. His cruel wife turns against him, 
a.ud against his God, and advises him lo curse bis God and 
die. But instead of doing this Job opened Ins month and 
cursed his day. He said : " bet the day perish wherein I 
was bom, and the night in which it was said : There is a 
man-child conceived. Let that day be darkness, let not 
God regard it from above, neither lei the light shiny upon 
it. Let darkness and (he shadow of death stain it; let a 
cloud dwell upon it ; let the blackness of the day terrify it. 
. . . Why died I not from the womb ? . . For 
now should I have lain still and been quiet; I should have 
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slept ; then had I been at rest. . . There the wicked 
cease from troubling ; and there the weary ho at rest. . . 
. Wherefore is light given to him (.hut is in misery, and 
life unto the hitter in soul; who long for death, but it 
cometh not ; and dig for it more than for hid treasures ; 
who rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find 
the grave? Why is light given to a man whose way is 
hid, and whom God hath hedged in ? . . . . For the 
thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that 
which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not in 
safety, neither had T rest, neither was I quiet, yet trouble 
came." How many others, under similar or more aggra- 
vating cii -oi mi stance s, are now sitting down in the ashes ? 
Reader, if this be yon, then you will more perfectly cora- 

Srebend and realise the desolate and pitiable condition of 
ob, as represented by the out above referred to. 



PlCTUItE NO. IV. PAGE 77. 

Job represented '!></ Eliphaz <vs an old, lion that has lost his 
power, throni/h age, to devour more prey. 



These words are employed by Elipbaz in reply to Job. 
He means to tell him I hat the pitiable condition of the old 
lion, whose bravery, strength, teeth, ra.go, and ferocity arc 
now all in vain by reason of the feebleness of old age, 
resembles his helpless and miserable stale ; that ho has 
been a very wicked and .savage man, devouring the poor 
and weak; but that now he is old and wasted away by 
reason of his calamities ; that he is perishing now for lack 
of more prey. It is the language of invective and acri- 
monious reproach. The accusation which it covertly 
implies was false and inhuman. Tt is the unworthy speech 
of a self-righteous and uncharitable man, incapable of un- 
derstanding and pitying the upright and noble sufferer, 
and seeking to account Ibr his n Miction- by supposing them 
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to be the result of h!s heinous and monstrous sin*. Instead 
of a comforter Eliphaz was a false accuser and an aggra- 
vating tormentor. How often do narrow-minded religion- 
ists, moved by falsa zeal, censure and taunt a good man, 
whoii^ they cannot comprehend, as a vile sinner and hypo- 
crite, in consequence of his misfortunes ? But God con- 
demned Eliphaz and accepted Job. 



Eliphaz Such a Spirit. 

Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear 
received a little thereof. In thoughts from the visions of 
the night, when deep sloop i'-lleth on men, fear came upon 
me and trembling, w'ich made all my bones to shake. 
Then a spirit passed before my face ; the hair of my flesh 
stood up: it stood still, hut I could not discern the form 
thereof; an image was before mine eyes; there was silence, 
and I heard a voice saying : Shsill mortal man be more just 
than God ? Shall a man. be more pure than his maker ? 

Job iv. 12-17. 

The object of Eliphaz was to use the authority of a 
spirit, returning from the other life, to convince Job that 
he was less just and pure than his maker; and that there- 
fore be was not righteous and free from sin. This spirit 
was un questionably not an angel that never dwelt in a 
human form, but a returned intelligence that once dwelt 
upon the earth. This is obvious from the difference be- 
tween the terms spirit and angel. The pi dure represents 
Eliphaz looking up, in a state of trepidation, in the direc- 
tion of a luminous influx from the clouded heavens. The 
spirit is not shown, because in the first, place it is impos- 
sible to represent by an engraving the celestial aspect of 
such a heavenly messenger; and. secondly, because Eliphaz 
says he could not discern "the form thereof," but that 
only "an image" was before his eyes. The spirit there- 
fore is supposed to be visible to Eliphaz alone, through a 
luminous opening in the direction of his vision. This ia 
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the only positive d.emon strati on of immortality to lie 
found in the whole Book of Job. Slieol expressed Job's 
idea of the future world — ;i land of total darkness. 



Job in the Stocks. 
Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks. 



The word stocks denotes the wooden frame in which 
criminals were confined for punishment. The position is 
constrained and distressing. Tl is supposed by Rosenmul- 

ler and others that Job was literally confined within cer- 
tain limits, beyond which lie was not allov ed 10 go. This 
restraint, be supposes, was effected by binding bis feet with 
a cord to the si. neks, so that he could not go beyond a cer- 
tain distance. But this interpretation is not supported by 
any other authority save a very lively imagination. The 
meaning is Car deeper than this. Job is replying to the 
arguments of Lis friends. They asserted the tree agency, 
responsibility, accountability, and blame-worthiness of man. 
They consequently alleged thst Job's ea.lamit.ies were the 
results of his sins. Job denied this, and taught, in oppo- 
sition, the almighty sovereignly of God in the government 
of the world ; that, i" bis inscrutable wisdom, human be- 
ings are not treated according to their apparent characters 
and conduct; that an absolute, divine control extends to 
every human volition, and every action and condition con- 
sequent thereupon ; and hence that lie is the victim of un- 
alterable and uncontrollable ci reumstanees, ordained by 
God for the wise and benevolent purpose of developing 
man from an embryo tic and infantile condition of igno- 
rance, angularity, and imperfection, to higher planes, of 
wisdom, truth, love, justice, and divine knowledge. It is 
in the light of these considerations that Job continually 
and vehemently denied that bis calamities came upon him 
as the result of his sins. He felt that they were God's; 
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doings, and tliat they were marvelous in li is sight ; that, 
though he could not comprehend why God should so afflict 
him without an apparent cause, yet it must he that it was 
for his good; and that, when he had tried him, he should 
,lm, ■■ 1..HI, t i ^••1-1: :ui-I lb 'it lr «!■-. lL'"i^h !■■■ eh'W h'iu, 
he would nevertheless trust in him. His condition was 
entirely, in his view, the result of God's unchangeable and 
sovereign will, arid not of his want of uprightness. "What 
gives the bitterest pungency to human sorrow, is to feel 
that it is undeserved ; and. the snblimest height of reconcil- 
iation to God is to feel that, this sorrow, however intense 
and unbearable, is just right, as the mysterious and inscrut- 
able means, according to infinite wisdom, of working out 
for the patient sufferer a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. Job felt, at this point, that a wise, just, 
and sovereign God was the sole author of his miseries, for 
loving and beneficent ends ; although he could not under- 
stand the reasons the-ivfor, nor feel fully reconciled to his 
lot. Hence he says : "Wherefore Jiidrst thou thy face, and 
holdest me for thine enemy ? Wilt thou break a leaf 
driven to and fro ? and wilt thou pursue the dry stubble? 
For thou writost bitter things against me, and make st me 
to possess the iniquities of my youth. Thou pattest my 
feet also in the stocks, and lookest narrowly unto all my 
paths; thou settest a print upon the heels of my feet. — 
Job 13 : 24-27. The doctrine here taught is, that God 
puts all men, even the best, in the stocks, and that recon- 
ciliation to him is unmurmuring contentment with one's 
daily lot; that the circumstances and conditions which 
environ each one, in this life, are the stocks in which a 

food, wise, just, and paternal Being has placed him or 
er, and from which escape is impossible ; thai, no one can 
run away from himself or from the laws of God ; that 
human freedom consists in being divinely bound; that 
constraint and restraint are put upon the universe, and not 
the fall of a sparrow shall be allowed to disappoint its 
grand consummation. To live in the love a.nd practice of 
this doctrine, consciously and daily, honors God, and gives 
heavenly peace to the soul. 
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PICTUKE NO. Vtl. PAGE 154. 

,i\jl> wis/ws /r/'n vw'.M v:t-?i>. gravi-.n ■ir-lfji. ar< iron pen nmf lci.nl 
in the rock forever. 

Oh ! that my words were now written I Oh I thai, they 
were printed in a hook ! That they wciro graven with an 
iron pen and lead in the rock forever. 

Jon six. 23, 24. 

These are remarkable words. Theyshowthat the art of 
a, peculiar kind of book making, printing, and engraving, 
was known and practised in the time of Job. l.'liny says. 
lib. xiii. 11: "At first men wrote on the leaves of the 
palm, ovthe hark of certain trees;. hut afterwards public 
documents were preserved in leaden volumes (or rolls), and 
those of a private nature on wax or linen, .Montfaueou. 
purchased at Rome, in 1690, an ancient book entirely com- 
posed of lead. In was about four inches long and three 
inches wide ; and not only were the two pieces I. hat formed 
the cover and the leaves — six in number— of lead, but also 
the stick inserted through the rings to hold the leaves 
together, as well as the hinges and nails. It contained 
Kgyptian Gnostic figures and unintelligible writing. Brass, 
as more durable, was used for the inscriptions designed to 
last the longest, such as treaties, laws, and alliances. These 
public documents were, however, usually written on large 
tablets. The style for willing on brass and other hard 
substances, was someiirees tipped wilh diamonds." Books 
were anciently made with plates of metal, leaves, hark, 
skins, etc. Engravings were made on stone and in rocks, 
and the cavities filled up with lead, so as to make the 
letters more distinct. The iron pen was a small, sharp- 
pointed piece of iron or steel. It was more commonly 
ealicd a stylus. Job desired a more permanent record of 
his words to be made than could he executed with chalk or 
paint, for the benefit of future ages. He felt that great 
injustice had liven done Mm ; ihal. lie bud been. wrongfully 
accused by his friends, of hypocrisy, improper motives, and 
heinous sins, lie wished, thatwluit he bad «aid in vindioa- 
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tion of himself might be preserved for posterity to read. 
Although his pious wish was not granted in the precise 
manner he desired, yet n more perm anont and multiplied 
record of liis noble defense has been made I han if engraven 
on plates of lead or in the rock forever. 

riCTUEE no. vni. page 168, 

The wicked mch) theinsdve?, riir.rry 'with Mvsieal Instru- 
ments. 

They Lake the timbrel anil harp, and rejoice at, the sound 
of the organ. 

Jon xxi. 12. 

To understand the force of this picture, it must lie borne 
in mind that Eliphaz, Bihlad, and Zopliar maintained that 
God invariably punishes the wicked and prospers the 
righteous In this world, according l.o (heir respective char- 
acters and conduct, and co'iisermently ihiil the wicked were 
constantly over whelmed with calami Lies, afflictions, and 
miseries. By this method of reasoning they came, to the 
conclusion that Job was a vorv wicked man because be was 
dreadfully afflicted. Job, on the other hand, denied their 
assertions, and maintained that (led does not, in this 
world, treat men according to their characters and con- 
duct; that, the wicked live, become old, and wax mighty 
in power; their seed is established, and their offspring 
flourish before their eyes ; their houses are safe from fear, 
and the rod of God is not upon them. Their bud gender- 
eth and iaileth ijot ; their eow calveth, and easteth not her 
calf. They send forth their little ones like a flock, and 
iheir children dance. They sing to the timbrel and harp. 
They become exhilarated and excited by the sound of the 
tabor and the organ, and trip merrily at the voice of the 
pipe ; 

Now pursuing, now retreating, 

Now in circling troops they meet; 
To brisk notes in cadence meeting, 

Glance their many-twinkling feet. 
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The word organ is derived from ;i Hebrew word which 
signifies to breathe, to blow. Consequently it is proba- 
ble that the organ wfis some kind of a wind instrument. 
It is well known that wind anil stringed instruments of 
music were generally known and used in the early agea of 
the world. From the book of Job we learn that such was 
the ease in his day. Tins picture, therefore, represent- the 
mirth and merry -making of the wicked, dancing, singing, 
and exhilarating themselves with the ihnbrel, the harp, 
and* the sound of the pipe or organ. 



I'iiiiiiij; s-o. ix. page 208. 

Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold 
where they fine it. 

Job xxviii, 1, 

The pieiuro referred to on the above page represents » 
mining device — a shaft sunk down to the gold or silver- 
bearing stratum; a swinging apparatus for descending 
into the mine and raising up the metalliferous ore; and 
miners at work at the bottom of the shaft. A view of 
this picture, and its careful consideration, will throw much 
light upon one of the most beautiful chapters of the Book 
of Job. The friends of Job pretended to understand why 
God alllieted him, and maintained that He deals with man 
according to his character. Job denied this, and hehi that 
the ways of God were mysterious and past finding out. 
He did not understand why the winked lived, grew old, 
and waxed mighty in power ; n.nd why the righteous were 
often plunged into the deepest seas of trouble. He be- 
lieved this was to be referred to the inscrutable wisdom of 
God, and that the duty of man was to acquiesce unmur- 
mnringly in the divine dealings, although he might see no 
reason for so doing. He held' that the divine providence 
and administration of God, in relation to the moral world, 
cannot be comprehended by the most; sagacious intellect. 
He illustrates (his argument by the auu.zing discoveries of 
man in the works of nature ; by the arts of mining, refm- 
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ing the precious metals, collecting the choicest diamonds, 
and overcoming the greatest obstacles in the pursuit of his 
scientific researches — such as removing immense stones, 
overturning mountains, cutting canals through massive 
rocks, confining the angry tlooils, and finking shafts into 
the bowels of the earth, where he digs, through sparry 
ores, a path which no fowl knoweth ; which the vulture's 
eye hath not seen ; which the lion's whelps have not trod- 
den; but where he cuts out rivers, sees every precious 
thing, binds the floods from over II owing, brings forth hid- 
den things to light, and displays— jib the products of his 
industry," perseverance, sagacity, and dining — 'the fiery 
diamonds, the flashing sapphires, ilie burning rabies, the 
gold of Ophir, and the topjiK of Ethiopia. But notwith- 
standing all. these discoveries and acquisitions of man, Job 
declares that he has not found out true wisdom; that the 
miner who lias gone down the deepest into the bowels of 
the earth and put an end to darkness, and searched out all 
perfection, and brought up the choices-it treasures, has not 
discovered the reason why God governs the world as he 
does; why he afflicts the righteous and spares the wicked ; 
in other words, why he himself was so afflicted, when he 
had led a life so perfect and upright. This, to him, was a 
profound mystery. And he means to tell Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar that this is a much more difficult subject to 
comprehend than they supposed ; that the most searching 
and discovering mind, illust.rnt.cd and represented by the 
daring, adventurous, and subterranean miner, had failed to 
solve this mighty problem. True wisdom, he tells them, 
is the fear of the Lord ; and understanding is to depart 
from sin. This remarkable chapter on mining throws much 
light on the condition of the arts and sciences, and the per- 
fection of civilized life, in reference lo its conveniences and 
comforts, in that early age of the human race. It shows 
that the metals and the various precious stones were then 
well known and in general use; that they were so skill- 
fully and ingeniously refined, and curiously wrought into 
ornaments and articles of value and use, as to illustrate the 
wisdom, skill, and ingenuity of man. But Job intends by 
this illustration of his argument to tell his friends that all 
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this human wisdom, still, and ingenuity had failed to 

discover the secret method, laws, purposes, pla.ns and ends 
of the divine government over (.his world;, and conse- 
quently failed to discover the cause and design of his own 
calamities. 



[■'KQ-t;.i.:.!'' _\o. x. v\ge '2!)S. 

Tfie Lord Answering Job from the Wlurli.riu'.l. 

Elihu, at the close of his speech sees and describes the 
approaching tempest - , clouds, thunder, lightning, and fluid 
gold overspreading llie jkv, and. the luniitious opening in the 
North, made by a wind that seemed to sweep the clouds 
away and part thorn, in folds to make a pa-sage for the ap- 
proach of 'the Almighty to address ,1 oh and close the pend- 
ing controversy. Clouds, darkness, thunder, lightning, and 
tempests have often been the sublime .symbols employed 
by poetieal and sacred -writers to represent the majesty of 
God. The picture does not show any ideal or imaginary 
form of Jehovah, because it is in vain to " undertake a rep- 
resentation so impossible. lie holdi.'t.h hack the face of 
his throne, and spreads a cloud upon it. Tinder a sense of 
the overpowering- grandeur, majesty, and sublimity of the 
scene, Job, Eli.pha/, Jiil.dad, Zophav, and Klihn, bow their 
heads, in devout awe and reverence, to the ground, and in 
this attitude, listen to the solemn utterances of the Almigh- 
ty. It is not to be supposed that this representation is to 
be taken literally so far, at least, as the real presence, in an 
embodied form, of the Supremo ISoing is concerned. God 
often employs subordinate intelligences, as his agents or 
ministers, to do his pleasure, and accomplish his purposes. 
Celestial manifestations, through the ministry of angels, for 
purposes of divine instruction, have, in all ages of the 
world, been of frequent occurrence. The scope and bur- 
den of the speech, p'.apc'i'ting to come from the Lord, were 
not such as .loli had desired, lie wanted ;i clear and direct 
statement of the principles, methods, and objects of the di- 
vine government of God over this world. But instead of 



y Google 



xxii list of pictures and kxpla: 

doing this, or indulging in a dry, philosophical disquisition 
upon the laws wliicli regulate the divine dealings with 
man; the Almighty required Job to explain to him the 
wonders of the natural world, or lie silent concerning the 
mysteries of his moral government ; lie instanced many 
specimens of the worts of creation, infinitely .surpassing the 
intelligence of man to comprehend, in order to illustrate 
his ineffable wisdom, majesty and glory, anil compel bis in- 
stant submission thereto, lie allowed Job that an inscruta- 
ble mystery overhung all things, unci that the duty of man 
was l.o submit uneomp'.ait'.h.eily to the absolute sovereignty, 
wisdom, love, goodness, \m<\ power of God, under the full 
assurance that all his attributes tire pledged lo promote the 
highest happiness of the universe; that everything is un- 
der the sole dominion of divine law; that no one can es- 
cape from his own good ; and that nothing can ever issue 
wrong. After the lapse of many centuries, and the rapid 
and wonderful strides the human intellect has made in the 
acquisition of knowledge, both sacred, and profane, no bet- 
ter answer can be given, to-day, to the anxious inquiries of 
Job, concerning the unequal treatment, surroundings, and" 
government of human beings in this life, by the author of 
the universe, th;m that purporting to come from the Al- 
mighty, out of the whirlwind, under the most imposing 
circumstances of awe, sublimity, and glory. 



picrum: s r o. xi. pa<: 
The Crystal Snoio- J 



This picture represents some of the many forms of crys- 
talline snow-flakes, when examined under a microscope. 
They appear in almost, endless varieties of beauty, planes, 
edges, and angles. The more numerous forms are the stel- 
lilorm, and the hexagonal. Nearly one hundred different 
configurations, having regular crystalline ionus, have been 
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examined and. described, and the number ojijjli.Mo of being 
thus formed is limited only by the generating angles of 00-' 
and 120". 

The Almighty asks Job if bo can produce these beauti- 
ful, white, and sparkling wonders; if he understands the 
law by which they form in such illimitable profusion; and 
if he can extempo:i/,o these iruxhau-nible treasures at will. 
After exalting his own infinite power, wisdom, and skill, in 
this instance, as a.n incomprehensible creator, be seems to 
tell Job, if lie could not produce, or explain these mysteries 
of nature, be need not expect to comprehend the subtle 
and mysterious laws by which lie rules in the moral world ; 
but that he should submit as willingly and lovingly to the 
inscrutable mysteries of his moral government, as he did to 
the wonders oi' the natural creation. 



FICTUJiE XO. XII. I'AGf] 31G. 

The Wild Ass. 

Who hath sent out the wild ass free ? Or who hath 
loosed the bands of the wild ass? Whose house I have 
made the wilderness, and the barren, land ids dwellings. 
He seometh the multitude of the city, neither regurdeth he 
the crying of the driver. The range of the mountains is 
his pasture, and he sea re both, alter every green thing. 

Joe xxxix. 5-8. 

Tins picture represents severulasses in their native wild- 
ness. They usually inhabited the arid and mountainous 
parts of the deserts of Great Tanury. Jligratory, and 
gregarious in their habits, they commonly feed in lawless 
troops, during summer, north and east of the Aral sea. 
In the autumn they turn their course, in tympanies of thou- 
sands, towards the milder regions ol' India, and the moun- 
tains of Casbm, in Persia. Shy ami vigilant, they have 
their leaders and sentinels. Celebrated for JleeLness, they 
dart off from the approach of man, with sudden and aston- 
ishing rapidity. \Ve cannot understand the beauty of this 
reference to the wild ass, unless we forget the common,. 



y Google 



XXIV LIST OF I'lCI'Ui'.JiS Ai'J) EXPLANATIONS. 

domestic animal, and con Hitler Uk: wild, taller, more digni- 
fied, spirited, and agile mountain animal in liis untamed 
and scomfnl freedom. The head, more arched than that of 
the common ass, has a finer appearance ; the neck is longer, 
and its bend is more graceful and majestic. Its mane is 
short, composed of dark, woolly hair. From the mane to 
the tail runs along :i stripe oi' dark color, and bushy coarse- 
ness. The hair, soft and silky, like the texture of the cam- 
el's, is of a silver gray, and in some- places of a flaxen 
color, ami white under the belly. "Untamed, migrating 
over vast mountain ranges, in fleet and lawless troops of 
thousands, Usi.l liv tli'fcWi l<.:;tdei's and guides, and con (.rolled 
V»y instincts peculiarly their own, Cod asks Job if he could 

if' i'- -n-li . f .it'ir— : if L- ..iilli thrtu; m-l ./i.il- 

lish the laws that controlled them; or if lie had heldthenias 
captives, and. then loosed their bands, and let them range, 
in wildness, and boundless freedom, in great multitudes, 
over barren desert's and mo in i tains, making the wilderness 
their house, and the barren land their dwellings. The 
meaning seems to be this : if Job could not make the wild 
ass, nor send him forth free, nor give him his instincts and 
habits, how could he expect to- comprehend him who. had 
done all these things ? By this method of reasoning the 
Almighty sought to induce Job to submit to a power which 
he could not understand. 



l'ICTUT.K NO. XIII. PAGE 319 

The Unicom. 

Will the Unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by 
thy crib ? 

Job xxxix. 9, 

There is great difference of opinion among biblical com- 
mentators, respecting the animal, referred to by the term 
Unicorn. Some suppose it to mean the antelope ; others 
the wild buffalo; others again the rhinoceros ; while some 
regard it as referring to a one-horned animal, re send.) ling a 
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horse, as to lily body, fierce, wild, and untamable; having 
a head like a stag, feel like an elephant, tail like a wild 

boar, a loud voice and terrible roar, and possessing a black 
horn, about two cubits long, and projecting from the mid- 
dle of the forehead. I am more inclined to this opinion 
than to any other. One reason for this conclusion, which 
I have not seen expressed by any writer, is that God is 
demonstrating to Job his great pow ; er, wisdom, and skill 
in the creation, lie is therefore referring to the most ex- 
traordinary animals, having inexplicable qualities and 
instincts, not possessed by any others ; being intermedi- 
ate links or mongrels between it lower and higher species, 
but belonging to neither the one, nor the other; as the ass, 
the ostrich, behemoth, and the leviathan. The Reem of 
the bible therefore, or the Unicorn of Job, best fulfills this 
design, liei.Hu; a eon nee ling; '.'uiK between the stag and horse, 
as the ostrich is between the fowl and quadruped, but sub- 
ject to the instincts and laws of neither. However as the 
latest authorities maintain that this remarkable animal is 
the rhinoceros, I have represented him as such in the pic- 
ture. In size, strength, fierceness, nutans able ness, and 
intractable lawlessness, lis well as in the formidable use of 
his horn, he fulfills the description of the Unicorn in a very 
satisfactory maimer. The design of the Almighty in intro- 
ducing this animal, situt! pressing Job with sundry questions 
concerning him, was to make him feel bis own insignifi- 
cance, and to show him the utter uselessness of attempting 
to fathom the doings of Jehovah, whether in the- works of 
creation, or in the administration of his government over 
the moral world. The end which he seemed to have in 
view was to convince Job of his duty to acquiesce in all 
his doings, as wise, just, ami good, whether he could com- 
prehend them or not. 



ricTriiE no. xiv. fagtc ;S2;>. 

27ie Ostrich. 

Oavest thou .... wings and feathers unto I he ostrich ? 
which leave th her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in 
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the dust, ami forgetteth Muit, the foot may crush, or that 
the wild beast may break them. Slie is hardened against 
her young ones, as though they were not hers ; her labor 
is in vain without -lour ; beeu.nse God hat h deprived her of 
wisdom, neither hath he imparted to her understanding. 
What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the 
horse and his rider. 

Job xxxix. 13-18. 

The ostrich is very properly culled l.lic camel-bird. She 
has scarcely anything in common with fowls or quadru- 
peds, but she unquestionably constitutes a connecting link 
between the two. She is so voracious that she eats the 
most incongruous substances — as. grass, nuts, clods, stones. 
glass, metal, wood, and indeed anything that will fill up 
her capacious stomach. She does not build nests, like 
fowls, but leaves her eggs in the warm sand, and forgets 
the dangers that may happen to them. She has no power 
to distinguish between her own eggs and those of smother. 
The Arabs call the ostrich the impious or ungodly bird, 
because she is neglectful and cruel towards her young. She 
is devoid of natural alfection. She is not adapted to Hying, 
but in swiftness of running she is. unsurpassed by any liv- 
ing creature. Her wings and feathers are unlike those of 
any known bird. The shaft of the quills, which compose her 
wings, is in the middle of the lilametits, on its sides. These 
filaments are not hooked together, like those of all other 
birds, but are soft, and downy, and detached. Her wings 
therefore cannot resist the air in flying, like those of com- 
mon birds, but they seem to be adapted to aid her in run- 
nine, by rowing-, balancing, and guiding her body in her rap- 
id, whizz in g flight. Though so foolish, forgetful of he]- eggs, 
neglectful of her young, gluttonous, in i comely, and unin- 
teresting, yet -lie transcends, in one parti eula.r. every living 
thing. No creature is so mean and insignificant in the 
universe but that it wears a crown and reigns over every- 
thing else ill some one respect. For, when she lifteth up 
herself, she scorneth the horse and his rider. She whips 
herself with her wings, and with an air of proud defiance 
strides away with lightning speed, scarcely seeming to 
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touch, tile ground, leaving the wind at id Lin; foe together 
immensely far behind. God asks Job if he gave these 
wings and feathers to the ostrich; if he could create a 
creature so curious, different from, all other birds, and 
possessed of instincts and habits so extraordinary; and 
implies that if he could not do so, ho should not murmur 
and repine at a Being who could do things so incompre- 
hoiifiUlo iuid marvelous. 



■. XT. page 229. 

Tlie War Horse. 

Hast thou given the horse strength ? Hast thou clothed 
his neck with thunder ? Canst thou make him afraid as a 
grasshopper? The glory of his nostrils is terrible. He 
paweth iu the valley, and rcjoieeth in his strength: he 
goeth on to meet the armed men. lie moeketh at fear, 
and is not affrighted; neither turneth lie hack from the 
sword. The quiver rattieth against him, the glittering 
spear and the shield. He swalloweth the ground with 
fierceness and rage; neither belie voth lie that it is the 
sound of the trumpet. He saith among the trumpeters, 
ha, ha ; and he ssiielleth the battle afar oil', the thunder of 
the captains and the shouting. 

Job xxxix. 19-25. 

The Almighty asks Job if he made the horse ; if he en- 
dowed him with his marvelous slnmglh ; crowned his neck 

with majestic mane, and neighing like thunder; inspired 
him with fearless courage ; iiia.de his nostrils glow with 
terror; caused him to make the valleys tremble with his 
hoofs, and exult in his terrible prowess; going forth capar- 
isoned for war, unternlied, and mocking at danger; dis- 
daining the rattling quiver and the ringing shield ; devour- 
ing the earth, in liis fierceness, and telling the trumpeters 
that he also hears the liattle-eall and the war-cry of the 
captains. lie employs this illustration of his power, wis- 
dom, majesty, and glory, to confound Job, and to show 
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Mm how vain, foolish, and irreverent it is to murmur and 
complain against such a Jieing ; and that he should rather 
submit to his dealings in silent adoration and speechless 
awe ; referring wha.t tie eould not understand to an inscru- 
table power and wisdom too wonderful for his comprehen- 
sion. 

PICTURE HO. XVI. PAGE 335. 

The Eagle, 

Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make 

her nest on high "i She dwcfleth and abideth. on the rock, 
upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. From 
thence she seeketh the prey, and. her eyes behold afar off. 
Her young also suck up blood : and where the slain are, 
there is she. 

Job xxxtx. 27-30. 

This picture represents the eagle, with her nest and 
young ones, on the tooth of a rock devouring their prey. 
The Almighty intended to set fort ti to Job, in the above 
words, the instinels, habits, and. eharaeleibn.ies of I be eagle, 
as remarkable and peculiar to this bird ; and to elicit from 
him art answer to the question, whether or not she received 
her Instinct and peculiarities from hint. The meaning is, 
that Job obviously had not the ability to command the 
eagle to direct her lofty flight towards heaven; to fly, 
with an inconceivable rapidity, against furious winds, 
higher than any other bird ; to make Iter nest on the most 
inaccessible cliffs of the rock; to live in mated pairs, insu- 
lated from others of the same species, upon the loftiest 
mountain peaks ; and when thus beyond, the ken of human 
vision, to mark, with astonishing acuteness of sight, from 
the greatest elevation, the smallest .animal, and to dart 
down to it with unerring certainty ; and to bear away, in 
this manner in her talons, to her yoimg ones on high, 
lambs, kids, and the young gazelle. The necessary infer- 
ence from this was, that if Job could not do the works of 
God, he ought not to fmd fault with, him for acting as he 
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does ; for creating tin: universe sis il, pleased him, and con- 
trolling it in harmony with his own infinite wisdom. The 
inevitable conclusion, therefore, was, in the Divine mind, 
that Job was too ignorant, weak, and insignificant to quar- 
rel with his Maker respecting his dealing's with his crea- 
tures in this world. To express his argument more tersely, 
Jehovah might have said : Let Job make an eagle, with 
instincts and habits as remarkable and peculiar as I have 
done, and then he may dispute my claims to control the 
universe and deal with man in this life as my infinite intel- 
ligence dictates. 



PICTURE NO. XVII. 



Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he 
eateth grass as an ox. 

Joe xl. 15. 

Many opinions have prevailed respecting llie animal -here 
referred to. Among these are the following: (1.) That 
wild animals, in general, ;\rc intended. (2.) That it was a 
huge monster that ate daily the gr;iss el a thousand moun- 
tains. (3.) That it was the wild bull. (4.) That it was the 
elephant. (5.) That it was the river horse of the Nile, or 
the hippopotamus, (ii.) That it was a hieroglyphical mon- 
ster without any living original. The main inquiry has 
been as to whether the elephant or the hippopotamus Is 
here intended. This question must, be settled by the things 
specified concerning the animal. (',) lie eats gra.^s. (2.) 
1-iis strength is in his loins. (3.) He moves his tail like a 
cedar ; that is, it is short and thick. (4.) His hones are 
like pieces of brass and bars of iron. (5.) He is the chief 
of the ways of God. (6.) The mountains bring him forth 
food. (7). He lie tli under shady trees, in the covert of 
the reeds and fens. (8.) The willows of the brook compass 
him about. (9.) He diinketh up a river. (10.) His nose 
pierceth through Snares. It is almost the universal opinion 
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now that these characteristics agree better with the am- 
phibious hippopotamus than with the elephant. 



PICTcre no. xvrn. PAGE 349. 

The Leviathan. 

Canst thou draw out leviathan with a hoot? or his 
tongue with a con"! which thou lettestdown? 

Job xli. 1. 

Many opinions have prevailed respecting this animal, 
(1.) That the word is not to be translated, because of the 
uncertainty of its import. (2.) That, according to a Jew- 
ish fable, it is an immense marine serpent. (3.) That it is 
the whale. (4.) That a large fish called the JUular, or Mu- 
sar, is intended. (5.) That it is the crocodile. (0.) That 
it is the Orca, a sea-monster, armed with teeth, and the 
enemy of the whale. (7.) That it is the Devil. But the 
accurate descriptions of the animal show that it was the 
crocodile of the Nile which was intended. He was a fierce, 
aquatic monster ; the face of his garment could not be un- 
covered ; no one could come to him with his double bridle, 
or open the doors of'lds lace; his teeth were matched like 
a saw and terrible: his scales, shut up lil;e a close seal, 
were his pride ; by his uoesings a light shone; outofliis 
mouth went burning lamps and sparks of fire ; and smoke 
out of his nostrils ; m bis neck was strength, and sorrow 
danced before him ; the flanks of his flesh were pendulous, 
but firm and solid ; neither spear nor dart, could penetrate 
his scales; be harrowed the mire with the sharp-pointed 
scales underneath him : he made the deep boil like a pot, 
and a path to shine after him. All this is true of the an- 
cient Egyptian crocodile ; but not of the whale, or sea ser- 
pent. 

The obvious design of the Almighty in introducing- these 
several animals, with their wonderful, instincts, habits, pow- 
ers, and peculiarities, into his reply to Job, was to illus- 
trate more clearly bis own infinite and incomprehensible 
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attributes in tiie creation of the natural universe ; and con- 
sequently the manifest tolly ol'arrai/cinii"' a Ueing, of such 
infinite power and wisdom, for his incx | tlicitljlo government. 
of the moral world. His object seems to have been to 
bring Job to a proper acknowledgement of his supreme 
sovereignty, and to entire submission to his dealings wilh 
man in this world, whether he could comprehend the rea- 
sons therefor or not. This is the most diilienlt, and yetthe 
most import-sin i lesson for every human being, and especial- 
ly for those who are tried and alilicted in this life, to learn. 
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Whetheti -lob was a real or allegorical person, where 
he lived, when, he lived, who was the author of the Book 
which hears Ins name, avid what were the character and 
design of the poem are questions often asked, and various- 
ly answered by Christian expositors. Many have doubted 
whether or not such a person ever really existeil ; Localise the 
Book is so highly allegorical, an instance of which is sup- 
posed to be seei] in the alleged interview between Satan 
and Jehovah ; also because the statements concerning his 
possessions, both prior and subsequent to his trial, appear 
to be so hypothetical; especially the declaration that he 
had seven thousand sheep, seven sous both before and 
after his affliction ; also that his three friends sat with him 
seven days ami seven nights upon the ground, without 
speaking a word, and that after his restoration to health, 
he had just double his former possessions; it being so im- 
probable that, his three friends did actually thus sit with 
him so long; likewise because the Hook is written in the 
most prepared and elaborate .-trie of poetical composition ; 
abounding in carefully digested speeches, methodically 
arranged, embo living the loftiest strains of eloquence, close 
argument, accurate observations of natural laws, and ex- 

{iresscd in the tersest and most energetic manner; obvious- 
y showing a plot, and careful pre pa. rati on conforming 
thereto ; all of which considerations, it is thought, seem to 
be repugnant to the idea that the speeches, which com- 
pose the Book, were mere unpremeditated and extempo- 
raneous effusions. On the other hand, it may be said in 
reply to these objections, thai, the first two chapters, and a 
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part of the last are, merely historical statements, which are 
as deJtuite and unim pea. citable us u.ny other similar records; 
that they positively declare his existence, and clothe him 
with all the at tributes of a real person. ' ; There was a man 
in the land of []■/., whose name was Job." Oh. i. 1. The 
inspired writers of the subsequent scriptures regard him as 
a real person. '"Though these three men Noah, Daniel, 
and Job." Ezekiel xiv. 14. St. .lames also says: "Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job." Ch. v. 11. Besides 
the names and places of residence of his three friends, 
namely, Eliphaz, the Temanlte, Bildad, the Shnhite, and 
Zophar, the Naamathite, and El ill u, the Buzite, of the 
kindred ol' liam," are not in keeping with the id.ea that 
Job himself was a hypothetical character. Moreover, the 
alleged interview between Satan and Jehovah', however 
improbable it may seem to carnal reason, would not, neces- 
sarily, disprove the existence of Job. lie might have actu- 
ally lived as represented, although this interview had been 
a poetical ornamentation, thrown in, afrerthe oriental style, 
to give additional interest to the poem. Besides it is not 
within the scope of human reason or ingenuity to disprove 
the occurrence of such a meeting. The existence and 
character of Satan are everywhere represented in scripture 
in the same maimer as in the Book of Job. In reference 
to the objection that the elaborate and highly finished 
composition of the speeches, which compose the chief part 
of the Book, is unanswerable evidence against their extem- 
poraneousness; it. may certainly be said, with, reason, that 
this does by no means disprove Ms existence : for he might 
have lived, as stated, and all the substantial facte have 
occurred, as represented, ineladiug the e\temporaiteousnoss 
of the speeches : and, subsequently to their delivery, Job, 
or some other person, -might have revised, corrected, and 
elaborated thorn into the highly ornate, and i sublime char- 
acter in which they are presented in the Hook. There is, 
moreover, no evidence against the hypoihesis that these 
masterly speeches of Job, his three friends. ICIilm, and the 
Almighty, were delivered at different times, between which 
sufficient intervals elapsed to prepare, in the most careful, 
terse, and sublime manner, their several discourses. If 
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they sat seven days and seven nights upon the ground, 
without speaking, it is not very likely that they harried 

themselves particularly after the speaking commenced. 
Nor is it possible, at this remote period, lo disprove the 
ability of the alleged orators to compose and deliver their 
several addresses. Nor can the dw/Ulag of his possessions, 
and the birth of the origin;!.] number of sous and. daughters, 
after his restoration lo health, although it may be consid- 
ered a remarkable cireumsta nee in the providence of God, 
be held, as sufficient proof that Job was an allegorical 
character. Itven though thai were conceded to be an 

Oriental udonnng of I. hi: cmn.-liisiuii oi' the Story, ii, I'liniishes 

no proof against the real existence of Job. But finally 
were there sufficient reason to disprove his existence, 
which is by no means l.be ease : yet the Boot would remain 

just as it is, clothed, with the same intrinsic value, and be 
worthy of the same consideration. It is said Job lived "in 
the land of llz." It is highly probable that this land was 
situated somewhere in Arabia Deserta, between the Eu- 
phrates and Palestine. The word Uz is a .Hebrew term, 
signifying a light, sandy soil. The period when Job lived 
waa, most likely, from all thai, can he gathered upon the sub- 
ject, between the age of Terah, the lather of Abraham, and 
Jacob; or about eighteen, hundred years before Christ, and 
nearly six hundred years after the deluge. Hebrew writers 
describe him as contemporaneous with Isaac and Jacob. 
The Book itself, from its internal evidence, shows that 
ho lived prior to the Evodns from Kgypt. Had it been 
written subsequently to that event, it is but reasonable to 
suppose it would nave referred, more or less distinct- 
ly, to that wonderful historical fact, the miracles attending 
it, and the remarkable circumstances that followed it. 
Such allusions would have been in point as illustrations of 
the divine interposition of God in behalf of the righteous, 
and of the condign punishment inflicted upon the wicked. 
Many less remarkable instances Job recites, but is pro- 
foundly silent respecting these, events. He must have 
lived prior to the destruction ni' Si ah nit and Gomorrah, for 
the same reason. Besides, the Book contains no allusions 
to any of the rites, customs, ceremonies, festivals, sacerdo- 
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tal orders, or institutions of tin 1 Jews, lie refers to travel- 
ers, and to the ancients for illustrations of his argument; 
and certainly no examples which lie adduce are so perti- 
nent to his purpose as 'many contained in the records of 
Jewish history. The rational inference, therefore, is, that 
he lived prior to that period. Notwithstanding what has 
been written to the contrary, it is highly probable that Job 
himself was the real author of the Book that bears his 
name; revising and elaborating all the speeches of the 
several speakers, subsequent to their delivery. He had 
ample time to do this, as he lived one hundred and forty 
years, after his trial and restoration to health, in the midst 
of domestic tranquillity, in the fulness of his age, iu the 
enjoyment, of reduplicated possessions, and, we may sup- 
pose, abundant leisure and freedom from care. Besides the 
internal, externa!, rind collateral evidences, in favor of this 
opinion, are very strong. The Book itself shows very con- 
clusively that it is not of Hebrew, but Arabian origin. It 
abounds in Arabian word>, unknown to the Hebrew; with 
no reference to the Uxodus from Kgypt, the passage of the 
Red Sea, the promulgation of the law on Mount Sinai, the 
wanderings of the wilderness, the land of Canaan, Moses, 
Aaron, the bondage of the Israelites, the oppression and 
destruction of Pharaoh, the names of Jewish tribes, or the 
civil, or religious institutions of the Hebrews. But it is 
replete with Arabian imagery, In oriental ornamentations, 
in ban-en plains and sandy deserts, deceitful brooks and 
failing streams, in nomadic bands, moving caravans, multi- 
tudes of camels, dwellings of tents, periodical inundations, 
the keeping of flocks, trees planted near the streams, roar- 
ing lions, goats upon the rocks, ravenous birds, hordes of 
robbers, the Chidden n and Rn.bean bands of thieves, respect 
for age, claims of hospitality, and other peculiar Arabian 
imagery. The whole cast of the Book is therefore 
unquestionably Arabian, and not Hebrew. Moses conse- 
quently could not have been its author, as some very erro- 
neously allege. Neither the style, nor the allusions are 
his. Considering also the time and country, in which Job 
lived, we may reasonably conclude thai be wss himself the 
real author of the remarkable Book which bears his name: 
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whose gorgeous imagery, magnificent, strains of eloquence, 
epigrammatic terseness, star Snug abruptness mid energy of 
expression, compactness of argument., sublime ethical les- 
sons; together with careful observation of natural laws, 
accurate views of human nature, correct conceptions of the 
infinite wisdom and power of Jehovah displayed in his 
works, wonderful demonstrations of divine providence 
over man, in his development, and preparation, through 
sullering. for another life, render it unrivaled hy any other 
sacred or profane composition. The scope und~ design of 
the poem have profoundly e.veifcd ibe inquiries, and carios- 
ity of the learned and pious of all. countries and creeds. 
Some have regarded it as dram a. Lie, and others as an epic. 
But when critically examined it cannot be strictly con- 
sidered either. There is nothing in Grecian, Roman, or 
modern literature which perfectly resembles it. An epic 
poem is designed to render conspicuous the hero of the 
poem, and to develop interesting qualities in the other 
characters, and to reach some grand and magnificent 
result, by a regular net Ion systematically conducted. Nor 
can it be considered entirely dramatic. It is by.no means 
the chief design of the poem to invest Job with a tragic 
interest. This kind of composition was unknown to the 
wise men of the east. It was not adapted to Arabian cus- 
toms. It was composed long before the laws, or rules of 
epical, or dramatie composition, or the Grecian, or Roman 
methods of rhythmical harmony weve known. The orien- 
tals never introduced among themselves the qualities of 
dramatic literature. It contains some of the charaet eris- 
tics of both the epic and the dramatic. But it is not 
exclusively either. Like some taller, grander, sublimer 
mountain peak of inspiration, where storm, and darkness, 
and flames, alternately battle, enshroud, and play ; it 
stands alone in its own inimitable g''andeur, and sublimity. 
It has no resemblance to Homer's Iliad, Virgil's Eneid, or 
Milton's Paradise Lost. Hebrew poetry does not employ 
the artificial arrangements of rhyme. Similarity of sounds 
at the close of each line is of modern invention. Nor does 
rhythm constitute any part of it. its noble lines are not 
measured by feet and numbers, length and shortness of 
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syllables, nor equilibrate] by any regular, or successive 
flow of sweet-sounding words. Unlike the Greek and 
Roman poetry, which paid such particular oaro to. unity, 
harmony, quantity, inflection, accentuation, and euphonic 
construe! ion, and arrangement of periods ; Hebrew poetry, 
with here and (.here a low exception* of measured feet, and 
similarity of terminal sounds, is totally devoid of this arti- 
ficial contrivance. It is the oldest form, of poulieal compo- 
sition extant, and antedates all modem rules which only 
cramp and bind the freedom of modern poets. It is char- 
acterised by a sublime style, epigrammatic In-evily, a. pecul- 
iar construction of sentences, and use of choice words. It 
is the natural outburst of nature, pouring forth forms of 
sudden wonder, and triumphant exultation ; employing the 
boldest, and most vivid imagery, concise and abrupl lan- 
guage ; yel, touching, beautiful, and sublime. In Hebrew 
poetry there is a peculiar alphabetical arrangement. 
Sometimes each line begins with each, succeeding letter of 
the alphabet. Sometimes every alternate verse begins 
with a following letter. Sometimes a series of verses have 
the same initial letters. Generally each verse commences 
with one of the letters of the alphabet in regular order. 
Some suppose this was to assist (.he memory ; others to aid 
the mourners in funeral dirges; and others that it was 
only a mere matter of taste. But the grand characteristic 
of Hebrew poetry which distinguishes it from all Grecian, 
Roman, or modern poo try is a system of parallelism. This 
consists in repeating the principal thought, in a second 
clause, or sometimes in a succession of clauses, in a modi- 
fied manner. The Hebrew poet appeared to be intensely 
exoited, to be lifted up out of himself, to be partially, ple- 
narily, or intermittently inspired. He was struck by aston- 
ishment at new and strange objects, or thoughts, and 
sought, by sudden ejaculations, short and abrupt sentences, 
and struggling language, to give vent to his pent up feel- 
ings. The main though!, is lirsl. uttered, tlten follows the 
echo of that thought in other utterances. This is the 
parallelism of Hebrew pocfry. Several of the ancient lita- 
nies of the Catholic Church are of this style of poetry. 
These parallelisms, differently employed, constitute almost 
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entirely the Book of Job. They appear chiefly under 
three forms ; namely : the synonymous, the antithetic, and 

the synthetic. The synonymous parallelism is employed 
when the second ok use is the echo, or repetition of the 
first, with a slight, alteration of the method of expression. 
The following is an example : 



but a repetition of the identical 



" Behold. U'V.v !' Iin.re opened my ynonth, 
My tongue hath spoken in my mouth. 
My words siiah be of' liie ii|)i'i.i;:it.nr!ss of my heart, 
A.l-.-I my lips' shall us.hu' kuoivlVJge dearly. 
The Spirit of Gwi butli mails me, 
And i.he hroi'itii of the .Almiui'.tv hath giver 

Ch. 33 7 1-4. 

One -will be surprised to see how large a portion of the 
Book of Job is composed of this kind of parallelism. An 
example of the anti'lbetieol. parallelism, also frequently 
employed where the second line, or close of several lines 
is the converse of the first, or several preceding clauses, 
appears in the following illustration : 

'■' Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, 
Though he hide it under his tongue ; 
Though lie some it, and ful'snkii ic not. 
But keep it still within his mouth; 
Yoi- his hum", iu his bowels is lurried. 
It is the: gitK of iisps within him." 

Ch. 20 : 12-14 

The above is a very beautiful double antithetical paral- 
lelism. The synthetical form is employed when neither 
repetition, nor a. eon verse idea is intended to be conveyed 
in the second clause, but only similarity of construction is 
used to elaborate, and spin out, in several succeeding 
clauses, the thoughts ex-pressed in the first, by new modifi- 
cations of words. The two following examples are beau- 
tiful illustrations of this sort of synthetical parallelism. 
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" Let that day be fin ex r. ess, 
Let wot il'Jii regard it from above; 
Neither let the light ghiue upon it, 
Let (hrkncsg, mid I he siuiiim- of death sta 
Let a cloud dwell upon it, 
J.et the bladings oi'iIki day terrify it." 



" As for tii:;l 'iid : '.■.■■i il-vk :■,■■'>. * i/.ii upon it. 
Let it not be joined unto the days of the year; 
I, ill, ii. m.'i: «o:jij into :l:o 'iniii'.ier of the: moulds, 
ijy! let that nidi: be solitary; 
Lot no joyful voice eome therein, 
l,i:t thorn i;u-?o it mat ei.;v,e ",1b day ; 
Who are ready to raise up Limit mourning. 
Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark ; 
Let it look for light, but have none, 
Neither let it see the dawning of the day." 



In the above example of tin": synthetical parallelism the 
first lino expresses a distinct t hough t in the mind of the 
poet. Yet his soul was not relieved by the utterance. 
The nine following lines 'are only amplifications of the first 
ty new modifications of words. These three forms of 
parallelisms eoiislii.Mte the chief peculiarity of 1 hdirew poet- 
ry. This style enables the poet to express his ideas with 
untrammeled freedom, with euiire abandonment to the 
influence of the divine afilatus that moves Mm, with abrupt 
vehemeuee, and wild, ej; tenia tory terseness, and sublimity, 
which the measured, mellifluous, equilibrated, and rhythmi- 
cal meter of the Grecian, and Hoi nan, and modern art for 
ever precludes. Hence it is obvious how exceedingly diffi- 
cult it is to warp, and bend, and cramp the wild, unfettered 
Strains of Job into the iight -jacket, strait-laced, arbitrary 
confines of modern poetry. The materia] is so immensely 
native and virgin, uncut and iniliued by modern art^ that 
the scoring, hewing, and framing process necessary to 
bring it together, without the sound of axe or hammer, 
into the harmonic temple of modern rhyme and meter, is 
very likely to cut away its strength, and emasculate the 
noble timbers, by attempting to make the crooked places 
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straight, and the rough places smooth. The Book of Job, 
moreover, discloses other artificial arrangomcius; manifest- 
ing a thoroughly digested plot, and a rigid adherence to it 
throughout. There is first the first two unpolitical chap- 
ters, or the prologue in prose, then the poem, then the last 
kail' chapter again in prose, or the epilogue. Three other 
divisions are dearly di.seerniliEe ; first, the- speeches of Job 
and his friends, then the address of .Elihu, then of God 
from the whirlwind. The order, and style of the several 
speeches il tern-elves reveal a systematic ;i mm foment. Job 
speaks twelve times, because lie replies to his three ti'iouils in 
consecutive order. Eliphaz speaks three limes, Bildad 
three, Zophar twice, Elihu four, and God three times. 
There are also three series of speeches ; each taking his turn 
in regular, and uninterrupted order. Zophar declined to 
speak the third time round, but Ell.lm look his place. The 
speeches themselves are also generally divided into three 
parts. Besides there is a marked increase of zeal, pathos, 
boldness, and pungency in the speakers, as they proceed, 
and replyto each other; like a widening, and deepening 
river, rolling on with the added, impel. siosity, power, gran- 
deur, and sublimity of new tributary streams. First the 
Book opens with a calm, prosaieal, and un impassioned 
statement of facts. Then Job opens the poem, with a 
calm and solemn pronunciation of corses on his day. 
He contends not with God, lust, wishes amazingly to prove 
his innocence; to be heard before Cod; feeling sure that 
God will, before death, reveal himself, and vindicate him. 
He also demands an investigation, Eliphaz answers .fob 
with great- gentleness, consideration, and. graeiousness. 
He appears to forgive Job for his seemingly intemperate, 
and vehement curses vented on his day, and for his com- 
plaints generally, in consequence of great afflictions. But 
Job replies with still more earnestness. Bildad now fol- 
lows in a very ciiustic, bitter, and even impudent strain. 
Job rejoins in a masterly argument. Zophar next speaks. 
He is severe, and provoking. Job replies in a strain of 
withering irony, and lofty eloquence. So of the second, 
and third rounds. Elihu then comes forward, and replies 
instead of Zophar's third speech. His wrath is kindled 
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hot against Job's three friends, and against Job. He com- 
mences with grent pomp, and vehemence. He declares 
that ho was ;l full of matter,'' and i.lm (.. he was "- ready to 
burst like new bottles." The Almighty then uttered his 
voice from the whirl wind, in a strain of unexampled, sub- 
limity. Thus it is obvious that the poem discloses a plot, 
an artificial arrangement, and a faithful adherence to it to 
the eud. The scope of the poem is a. discussion between 
Job and his three friends ; at Hie close of which Elihu, and 
the Almighty close the debate. Job had been suddenly 
overwhelmed with great calamities, and his three friends 
had come to sympathize, and. condole with him. They had 
known him for a long time, and had esteemed him "per- 
fect and upright." Bui finding, a* they seemed to think, 
the hand of God heavier upon him than they had expected, 
they began suddenly to change their opinions, and to be 
thoroughly convinced that he was a very wicked man, and 
monstrous hypocrite, overtaken, in his iniquities, by a just 
retribution. They believed liini i.o be thus wicked because, 
according to their belief, God punished only the wicked ; 
and as his calamity was severe, lie must therefore be a 
very great sinner. They accused him unmercifully of this 
and exhorted him to repent, and turn to God. But Job on 
the contrary maintains his sincerity, uprigliiness, and integ- 
rity. He alleges his innocence, and the injustice of his 
sufferings, and seeks death as a place of rest. Elihu, a 
youth, professing great respect for age, with much preten- 
sion, claiming to stand in God's stead, and to speak under 
plenary inspiration, reproves Job's three friends in a caus- 
tic and bitter strain, because they did not answer Job's 
lies, yet condemned him ; he upbraided Job also for his 
rashness, impiol.y, and sell- righteousness. He added only 
one new consideration, however, to what the others had 
said. He asserted that God had thrust Job down, and 
that he chastens man with pain for his good, and not 
wholly, as his friends maintained, for his sins. The 
Almighty now follows in a most sublime speech from the 
midst of a whirlwind ; the general object of which is to 
assort, and amplify His infinite , greatness, and terrible 
majesty, and the duty of man to submit himself uncom- 
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p'amingly to His sovereign will. Job is humbled, penitent, 
submissive, and accepted. Iliw three friends are con- 
demned, but accepted through Job's intercessions, and 
appeasing sacrifices. The patriarch is restored to health, 
and his prosperity and possessions return in doubled 
abundance. He lives one hundred and forty years after- 
wards, to a ftdl age, in domestic pence ami comfort. 
Throughout the poem the equality of the divine dealings, 
and the distribution of good and evil in the world arc the 
chief themes of debate : spun out, atnpiitied, ami elaborate* I 
in a very prolix, masterly, and sustained manner. The 
Book is designed to show the best and the worst of earth 
embodied in human experience ; the extremes of prosperity 
and adversity, as a menus uf human development, enlarged 
experience, and soul growth, from ruder, and more embryotic 
conditions of mentality, through s tide rings, under the sover- 
eign administration of a loving and. just God ; together 
with the duty of man, under all his trials, to be patient, 
sincere, up right, unbending in integrity, and submissive to 
the will and. power of God ; as the ordained means of 
acceptance, temporal prosperity, a serene old age, passed 
in tranquillity of soul, peace with God, love, honor, and 
good will with man, and even with wild beasts. 

The Book of Job is valuable also as a source of informa- 
tion concerning the religion, customs, arts, and sciences 
prevalent in that early age of the human race. The patri- 
archal religion, in Job's day, as disclosed in his poem, con- 
sisted in a lucid, rational, and just conception of the exist- 
ence, attributes, and worship of God. In many places in 
his Book, Job sets forth the fact, with great clearness and 
beauty, that God is almighty, i.imnisekmt, past finding out, 
invisible, the creator of all things, the supreme ruler and 
regulator of all worlds, pure and holy, spiritual, gracious. 
ready to forgive, a hearer of prayer, a dispenser of life and 
death, and the author of revelations to man, for his great 
benefit, through dreams, visions, voices, angel and spirit 
ministries, celestial, influxes, and inspirations from above. 
Divine revelations, however, have always been gradual, 
and adapted to the progress o:' the ages. First the blade 
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has sprung up, then the ear has appeared, and then the 
full corn in the ear. The law of careers underlies the 
visible and invisible universe. Everything has a be- 
ginning, middle, and end. The patriarchal age was 
only the morning of divine revelation. What sublimed 
and passed, over from "the crucible of human life, and 
survived the ehemUtry of death, no one then could, posi- 
tively divine. 

Job knew little or nothing- about the state of man after 
death. Sheol. signifying a subterranean cavern, the under 
world, the receptacle or abode of the dead, expressed his 
highest conception of the post-mortem stale, lie knew 
nothing about the resurrection, or of the Mes.siah. lie says: 
"I go whence 1 shall not return, 1o the land of darkness, 
and the shadow of death ; a land of darkness ae darkness 
itself."— Job x. 21, 22. 

The following passage is often improperly referred to the 



i; For I know that :iiy Tii'il-'iiuiT livoih, ;iud that ho SLiall sr-iiin.1 ill Ill's 
lillt'.'i' dny upon tins liii'lJi. ; and tli(vn;:il, : iill.iT >ny skin, v.-ormw disiUiuy i-liin 
body, yot in my iiis?!) i-h;j;l I sou ' lod ; v.-husa 1 sin;!; n-.se for isjyaeif, and 
mine iiyos jihali bd.uM, ami nol another." — Job xix. 25-27. 

The word Tledeemer Is a tran slat ion of the Hebrew Goel, 
which signifies a blood-avenger, a vindicator of violated 
rights, and refers here to God as hi* vindicator or deliverer 
from his calamities in this life. The whole passage is an 
expression of bis sublime faith in just such a vindication, by 
God in this world, as actually occurred at the close of his 
trial. He meant to say: "I know that my Vindicator 
lives, and that he will yet appear in some signal manner in 
this world as such ; and though ai'lei' my boils destroy my 
skin, the work of corruption shall still continue until all my 
flesh shall he destroyed, yet when it is entirely wasted 
away, I shall then see my Goel, or Vindicator, or God; 
and that for myself. This hope is laid up in my breast, 
and possesses my very vitals. He will come hereafter 
in my lifetime and vindicate both me and my cause. 
The expression, " yet in my llesh," signifies in the 
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Hebrew, "yet without my flesh;" that is, though it 
shall all he destroyed by my boils, yet I shall, with re- 
stored flesh, see. God as my vindicator and deliverer. 
This hope was literally fulfilled. The patriarchal religion 
was a pure theism. It consisted in the recognition of one 
God, worshiped, with profound reverence and devotion, 
by saeriliees and burnl-oitcvirigs, solemnly offered to placate 
his wrath, accompanied with penitence, prayer, .sincerity, 
uprightness, and integrity. It inculcated benevolence to 
the poor, to widows, and orphans. Its tone of morals was 
high. From direct statements, and allusions in the Book 
we find that the marriage institution existed in great 
purity. Fidelity and chastity were religiously enjoined. 
The adulterer was an object of scorn a.nd contempt, and 
was unmercifully punished. Respect for age, hospitality 
to strangers, urbanity of maimers, and all the cardinal vir- 
tues were inculcated and enforced. The Book of Job, to- 
day, contains more copious, and beautiful illustrations of 
pure and unde.fi led religion, healthy morals,* profound, and 
accurate knowledge of God, as seen in Ids works, than any 
other human composition, either sacred or profane. The 
christian, the moralist, and the philosopher, -fji" this age, 
may study it with signal advantage. The light which it 
throws upon art and science in that age of the world is 
also important. From the frequent allusions made, the 
current ideas, and knowledge, then prevalent, concerning 
art and science may to some extent be gathered, and 
inferred. The Chaldeans were a pastoral people, whose 
shepherds, often divinely illuminated through, rapport with 
nature and nature's God, tending their fl.ueks by night, 
under a blazing oriental shy, were familiar with the starry 
heavens. The immensity of its overhanging dome, glitter- 
ing with innumerable worlds, tilled them with wonder, and 
furnished them with themes for profound contemplation 
during the night-watches. They noticed the difference 
between the fixed stars and (he planets. They searched 
out, and named all the constellations; often comparing 
them with, and naming them after, the animals of the 
country. Astronomy and astrology were favorite studies 
of the Chaldeans. With their accurate observations of the 
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heavenly bodies, in the various seasons of the year, they 
noted tte ebbing and flowing of the tides, the succession 
of Spring, Summer, Fall and Whiter; the nativities of 
children, human, destiny, and the manifold changes, and 
events that transpire on the- earth, and came to the conclu- 
sion that by certain magnel.ieal, and electrical forces which 
(liny contain, and exert, the heavenly bodies rule the earth, 
and all things upon it. Both to the astronomical and 
astrological Knowledge, prcaleni hi dial an'C- the Abnighty 
in his speech from the whirlwind, to Job, makes a most 
beautiful reference, lie is seeking to impress upon Job's 
mind His own. infinite greatness and majesty, and his utter 
insignificancy. He asks Job : " Canst thou bind the sweet 
influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst 
thou bring forth Mazzarotli in his season ? Or canst thou 
guide Arcturus with his sons';' Kuowcst thou the ordi- 
nances of heaven ? Canst thou set the dominion thereof 
in the earth?" Ch. 38 : 31-33. The force of these words 
does not at fiust appear to the unlearned reader, without 
explanation. Pleiades is the spring constellation, which 
ushers in the "sweet influences" of that joyous and 
delightful season. This constellation consists of seven 
stars, united or bound, together in. sisterly union. The 
Almighty asks Job if he could bind together these stars. 
and cause them to exert their ' L sweet influences" on the 
earth in the production of spring. Orion, is the winter 
constellation, which comes forth as the herald of storms, 
snow and ice and fierce winds; he is represented as the 
storm-king, girded with a girdle, or bands. God asks Job 
if he can disarm this giant, and take away his power to 
produce winter. Mazzaroth represents the twelve signs 
of the zodiac which are connected in some wonderful way 
with the monthly changes of the seasons, and correspond- 
ing changes in all animate existences on the earth. The 
Almighty asks Job if he can bring forth all these celestial 
Signs, In their proper season, and cause them to fulfill their 
proper functions. Canst thou guide Arcturus with his 
sons? This is the constellation which appears to revolve 
around the North Pole, and to hold a mysterious connexion 
with the North. " His sons " probably constitute the stars 
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now known as "the tail of the Bear." God asks Job if he 
can guide them in their endless revolutions, apjirivently 
about the North Pole? He also asks him if heunrierstsmils 
these laws of the heavens, and the influences the heavenly 
bodies e.vert. upon ll.ie earth, find all things on it, and if lie 
can establish such si wonderful connexion between the 
planets and the earth. Also some correct cosmological 
notions were entertained in Job's day respecting the shape 
of the earth, the points of compass, and the suspension of 
the world in empty apace. " lie stretched out the North 
over the empty space, and hangeth the earth upon nothing." 
Ch. 26 : 7. Meteorological observations were also very com- 
mon, and remarkably discriminating. The magnificent 
Northern Lights, tornadoes, whirlwinds, tempests, thunder. 
lightning, dew, .rain, clouds, (ho dawn of morning, the parting 
of light, the sea. and sky, were all carefully and minutely 
observed, and understood. A beu.utifu! reference to the 
splendor of the Northern Lights is made in Ch. 37 : 22. 
" Fair weather cometh out of the North ; with God is ter- 
rible majesty." The Hebrew word rendered " fair 
weather" literally means "gold," or "golden splendor." 
How beautifully descriptive is this of the immense lumin- 
ous brushes of the great magnet of the North Pole of the 
earth, which, shoot up into the air, and illuminate the 
northern sky at night? The art of mining and smelt- 
ing ores, and refilling metals, especially gold, silver, iron, 
copper, ami lead, was also well known in Job's day. 
He says, Ch. 28 : 1-2 : " Surely there is a vein for the sil- 
ver, and a place for gold -where they fine it. Iron is taken 
out of the earth, ana brass is molten out of the stone." 
Lead is spoken of in another place. There arc likewise 
allusions to the precious stones, such as the gold of Ophyr, 
the precious oiivk, the sapphire, coral, crystal, rubies, and 
the topaz oi'Ethiopisi. Reference is also made to coining', 
writing, and engraving. A "piece of money" is men- 
tioned; and Job says, Ch. 19 : 23, 24: "Oh! that my 
words were now written ! Oh 1 thsit they were printed in 
a book! That they were graven with an iron pen and 
lead in the rock forever." From this it appears that the 
art of writing, printing, book-making; and engraving with 
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ft pen, and melted lead, run into the rook in letters, was 
understood in that early age of the world. The more per- 
fect development of those arts in modern times is one of 
the most signal proofs of the progress the human race has 
made since that day. The medical art, we may also 
believe, was known and practised in that age. Although 
no curative methods, or systems of practice are mentioned 
in Job, yet the common mime of medical practitioners is 
familiarly employed, which sufficiently indicates the exist- 
ence and practice of the healing art. " But ye are forgers 
of lies, ye are all physicians of no value." Ch. 13 : 4. 
Music was also cult.ivji.ted nral practised in Job's day as 
a source of amusement, and rejoicing. "They take the 
timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ." 
CL 21 : 12. 

The mention of nets, gins, pitfalls, howling dogs, and 
shouting sportsmen, clearly intimates the praclice of hunt- 
ing. The various occupations of pastoral life are often 
referred to ; such as ploughing with oxen, dressing the 
vine, and the olive ; and treading the wine-presses. The 
eastern method of traveling was in caravans, or companies. 
Hence Job speaks of the "troops of Terna," and "the 
companies of Sheba." Ch. 6 : 19. Expresses, or news- 
carriers, or malls wore also sent from place to place then, 
as well as now. This is implied in the following passage: 
1L !Now my days are swifter tlian a post." Ch. 9 : 25. 

Skip-building was also known. This art was carried to 
great perfection, so far as the speed of ships is concerned, 
if we may judge of this matter by the allusion to it by Job. 
He says, speaking of his days : " Tliey are passed away as 
the swift ships." Ch. 8 : 26. The military art was cul- 
tivated to a very considerable extent, as "we may learn 
from the weapons of warfare, and (be methods of attack 
and defense-, alluded to. Job mentions poisoned arrows, 
and thick bosses of shields ; the iron weapon and bow of 
brass; and also the breastworks cast up by a besieging 
army, and the war-horse, with his neck clothed with thun- 
der, leaping like the locust, terrible in I. lie glory of his nos- 
trils, pawing in the valley, exulting in his strength, going 
forth into the midst of arms, laughing at fear, turning not 
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back from the sword, nothing daunted at the rattling 

quiver, the glittering spear, or the lance, devouring the 
ground in his fierceness and rage, restless at the sound of 
the trumpet, snuffing from afar the war-cry of princes, and 
the It a tile -shout. 

Zoological references, and descriptions are numerous, 
and beautiful in the latter part of the poem. Among 
insects are the spider mid the moth; among reptiles, the 
asp and the viper ; among birds are the vulture, the raven, 
the stork and the ostrich, the eagle and the hawk; among 
beasts, arc the camel, ox, she-ass, the lion, the wild-ass, the 
dog, the jackal, the mouulaln goat, the unicorn ; the war- 
horse, behemoth, and the leviathan, or crocodile. The 
minute descriptions of the qualities and habits of these ani- 
mals exceed, in accuracy and splendor, anything of the 
kind in any human composition. These brief references to 
the religion, the arts and sciences, prevalent in that age of 
the world, and alluded to by Job, show to us what pro- 
gress the race had made in thru, period of the world's his- 
tory, and also demonstrate the advancement of society 
during later ages in the various departments of human 
culture, and scientific research. 

The Booh- of Job presents for our contemplation, and 
instruction four distinct characters. The first is an old 
man, raised to the pinnacle of earthly wealth, honor, and 
happiness; suddenly east down into the lowest valley of 
poverty, contempt, and misery; conscious of sincerity, 
upi.'igh'.ne.-s. and integrity; of charity ; mercifulness, good 
intention-, bo^evo'ent actions, and good will towards all 
men; and therefore profoundly penetrated with the con- 
viction that he does not deserve such a wretched lot. 
Under these circumstances he curses the day of his birth, 
becomes weary of life, and longs for death. How many 
such persons rye now wrestling with their destiny on earth r 
They have known better days, .have been wealthy, honored, 
and happy. J5y some sudden reverse of fortune, they are 
cast down to the lowest pit of misery. They are poor, 
despised, and miserable. Conscious of sincerity, upright- 
ness, and integrity, and of deserving n lienor lot, they some- 
times curse the day they were born, feel tired of life, 
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weaned from, earth, and desire to die. These arc God's 
hidden ones on the earth. They are in the world, and the 
world knows them not. They are the moral heroes, the 
religious man yrs, the conscientious followers of truth, of 
right, of duty, and of progress. They live in advance of 
the age, and, like trees in an orchard that hear early 
and luscious fruit, are perpetually clubbed and stoned, 
They have been through every species of an earthly hell, 
been burned to a cinder, had the brimstone administered 
to them by every conceivable process, until sal.amanderized 
through suffering, they stand forth as the victims of an 
accusing and slanderous world, and apparently of divine 
injustice, and cruelty. Yet they are ihe real kings and 
prieste unto God. They are the temples of the Holy Ghost. 
Their souls are altars whereon the Ktemal is worshiped, 
not by canticles and psalms merely, but by smoking sacri- 
fices. They shall yet shine forth as the stars, and bum as 
the sun. Their condition is not a punishmeni. for their sins, 
but a natural process of development. They reel that they 
are not bad, and therefore do not deserve their fate as a 
chastisement ; and no iron can be heat hot enough to 
burn this conviction into their souls. Yet they are 
unknown to the world, and also a mystery to 1 hem selves. 
Children of the furnace! know that a loving God 
designed you originally to be the largest, and most, delicious 
fruit of Ids vineyard, the mightiest trees of 'lis right, hand's 
planting, the children of the first resurrection, destined 
to sit down upon thrones and judge the world. Your 
earthly condition therefore is simply one of development 
through adverse experiences to lit you for your destiny. 
It is the gift of God who loves you as his children. Be 
patient and submissive to his righteous plan. It js the 
wisest, and best. Another character presented in the 
Book is that of a class of stern, severe, melancholy, reli- 
gionists, who believe that what the world calls calamity, 
misfortune, or affliction, is nothing hut the blast of 
Almighty (lod for [heir sins, tench were Eliphaz, Uildad, 
and Zophar — Job's three friends. They had always sup- 
posed Job to be a perfect and upright man, when he was 
prosperous. They heard of his misfortunes and came to 
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afflicted ; thiil he was very poor, diseased, ami forsaken by 
all his fun nor friends, they !-aid Unit ihey had been deceived 
in him ; that they had not Cully known him ; that he must 
be a hypocrite and a very wicked man ; because God pun- 
ishes the wicked, and spares the righteous; and that in 
pleading his sincerity, uprightness, and integrity, he was 
only glorying in his selr-nghi.eousuess, and mocking 
God. So they comfort him by pelting him with stones, 
accusing him of every species of iniquity, persecuting; him 
with bitter words, and exhorting hi.m to repent and turn 
to God. So now Eliphaz, J>i.hiad, and Zophar flourish 
exceedingly, in this age, in their numerous children. 
Without a proper conception of the nature and design of 
human sufferings and afflictions on earth, Ihey look upon 
thorn as the sure evidences of coodlgn pumshmeut from an 
angry God. Full of all unmerei fulness, vehement with 
accusation, devoid of charity, they upbraid, and condemn 
these suffering children of the kingdom ; denounce them 
as hypocrites and monsters of iniquity, and selt-iighteou^- 
ness, and recommend them to repent ami lien to God as a 
Bare means of deliverance from their affliction. The 
proper answer to these modern Eliphazes, TSildads, and 
Zophars, is the same now as Job gave to their forefathers : 
" Miserable comforters are yo all." Ch. 16 : 2. "No 
doubt hat ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with 
you." Ch. 12 : 2. " Doth the wild ass bray when he hath 
grass ? Or loweth the ox over his fodder ?" You, Eli- 
phaz, Bildad, and Zophar, do not complain; you are fat, 
and sleek, and well conditioned in life, without trouble, or 
care. What do yon know about suffering, affliction, and 
misery? Sou are the asses that have grass to eat; there- 
fore yon do not bray. You are the even i iiat. have fodder ; 
therefore you do not low. It is the hungry ass that has 
no grass that; brays. It is the starved ox, without fodder, 
that lows. It is the one that has the corn on his foot that 
knows best where the shoe pinches. Your theory is wrong 
that the afflictions of the righteous are punishments for 
sins, instead of the best possible circumstances' under 
which the kings and priests of the Almighty can be 
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developed for I heir high career of spiritual wealth, honor, 
and ha.ppinoss, wherein they shall have ffouhh all they had 
before. 

Another character is represented to us in the person of 
Elihu. Pie was young, vehement, pompous, and kindled 
with wrath, at Job because lie was self-righteous, and at 
his friends because they condemned Job, without answer- 
ing him. He advanced only one new thought, not pre- 
sented by them ; which was that God chastens man to 
"withdraw him from his purpose and hide pride from 
man," to keep " back his soul from the pit, and his life 
from perishing by the sword." Ch. 33 : 17, 18. That is 
that afflictions are prospective as well as retrospective; 
reformatory as well as punitive. And in view of this he 
does not think Job has had enough. " My desire is that 
Job may he tried unto the end, because of his answers for 
wicked men. For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, he 
elappcl.h his hirnds among us, and mnltiplieth his words 
against- God." Ch. 31 : 3(5, 37. He would afflict him still 
more. lie is a. religious roundhead, and would preach the 
grace of God into this delimit cavalier at the point of the 
bayonet. How many vehement, over zerdous Eiihu's there 
are at the present day! Instead of feeding the huogry, 
clothing the naked, and sheltering the storm-pelted and 
houseless sufferer, they would have Mm suffer still more. 
This is their idea of salvation. Consequently they com- 
fort the poor child of sorrow hy .adding more fuel to the 
tire, with a view to burn sin and the devil out of him, and 
melt him down into a button of pure metal according to 
their ideas of refining. 

Thy fourth and last character presented for onr contem- 
plation and ins (.rue [Ion is God Almighty. He speaks from 
the whirlwind. He declares His infinite greatness, 
majesty, and sovereignty, and demands submission to bis 
laws of 'development through trial, and suffering. He 
accepted. Job and condemned all the rest. "The Lord 
said to ElipIi.HK, the Temanite, My wra.i.h is kindled against 
thee, and against thy two friends : for ye have not spoken 
of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath." 
Ch. 42 : 7. Patience under all the afflictions of this life, 
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mission to God, iu all his dispensations, is the great lesson 
taught by tliis remarkable poein. The Book of Job there- 
fore is an epitome of human life, with its manifold expe- 
riences, superinduced by a loving and sovereign God, as 
the divinely chosen eireis instances, in the view of infinite 
wisdom, to develop the most illustrious types of human 
character, and bring many sous to glory. The versification 
of the Book of Job has been no easy task. The labor has 
been much greater than it would ha ve required to write an 
original poem of four times its length. The terse, grand, 
and sublime parallelisms of Job have neither rhyme, nor 
rhythm; neither similarity of sounds at the end of the 
lines, nor measured feet. To fetter down his wild, abrupt, 
and exultant expressions by the rules of modern poetical 
composition, and yet retain the original thought; to com- 
pact his hold and sublime parallelisms into measured, 
flowing, and m.dlilhioux nuntl/em, vith rhyming sounds 
at the end of each line, and with fddity to the oriyiiud, 
has been a dijjieidt- labor io perform. It has required me 
to read the original Hebrew, 



Sometimes an original word was found to he SO copious 
in meaning as to require a line or more to interpret it. If 
therefore some lines are found in the versUkalion which do 
not appear in the English version, it is because it was 
necessary to use a fuller method of interpretation to 
express the sense of the original in the rhyming, and 
rhythmical measure of modern poel ry. But in no case have 
I departed from the original sense the poet intended to 
convey. In deep sympathy with the character of Job, and 
touched by similar sorrows, I have written this introduc- 
tion, and translated his inimitable poem into verse. I am 
aware it is hut poorly and imperfectly done. But such 
aa it is, imploring leniency from the hypercritical, and 
charity from all, I bring this mile of sorrow, and lay the 
tear-moistened treasure in the indulgent readers hands; 
hoping it may give rest to the weary, comfort to the 
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mourner, hope to the despairing, JYiilli to the down-hearted, 
joy to the afflicted, and confidence to all in the infinite 
mercy, justice, wisdom, power, and love of God to all his 
children, and espeui.-dly l,o those vlio are smitten hy afflic- 
tion, and hidden in the secret places of grief. 

Henky W. Adams, 

Kew Yobk, Jan., 186-1. 
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CHAPTER I. 



JOB'S HrSTOEY. 



HISTORY of Job; iiis sinoorky. uprk.hiuess. p-.ety, n-id prosperity. The 
assembling of the sons of Cod beiolo Jit- A I :ui gh^y . &1M11 eonies also. 
Jebovaks inquiry <;f Satan and his answer. His opinion of Job's fidelity. 
Batan believes Job's oharacior to bo tl.o re-sull o!' soilkduio-s. caused by 

(livillij blessings. j,'il if lOOSC IhvOiH WOIO l'OIljOvod ilO WOLiki OUI'SO (iod 1(1 

bis face. S;ilat: obtains loavo of .lokuvah 1.0 L:y Job. bid: ii'it to louek his 
person. Satan depart? to uuliol. Job. The doaiosi.io cainroitios whioh ho 
biovighf upon loin. Job's .'iirliciion.-; and rosiiitna.ioii. Jub'i seeond trial. 
TIlo son.; of God again asscrobio boiore .iohoiah. TIi-s Lord's inquiry of 
Satan where bo ba(i been, whether In: liad oonsidered Job, and Iris 
integrity in tin midst of tos. nilboiiotis. Bftbin re.plios tbat bis aliliet.ious 
have boon msulneienl to lest him, aud that bodily sullbrings were 
nocrjssary ; that thou bo would euiia.' (Iod to bis race. Tho Almighty 
oojiaoul.H l(j a socoini l.'iai. only si ; | .■ n 1 ;it-j 1 1 ej iliai Ins lifo should bo sparori. 
Job's second alrliotioiif. His wiib tolls hiin hi mirso fiod, and die. Job 
rebukes I. or, :n:d submits to (iod. Tin; visit of his thro- friends to eondolu 
with him, their amaiomcrit in tho vastuess of his o.damkies and sullbrings. 
'I'll oy sit down with Job, upjn oho ground, in silence, seven days and 

Celestial Goddess! breathe tlie sacred fire, 
That swept die strings of. Job's majestic lyre; 
Inspire my soul empyreal heiu-hts to dare, 
And thoughts sublime, in equal strains declare. 
The sore afflictions which his life befell, 
in dulcet numbers move me now to tell. 
Sing how there lived, renowned iti nil tlie globe. 
A man, in Uz, that bore the name of Job ; 
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In heart sincere, upright in life, and tiue, 

Who feared his God, and evil did eschew ; 

How children fair his mansion did adorn, 

And sonB and daughters seven and throe were horn. 

Seven thousand sheep in ample pastures strayed, 

Three thousand crime's cropped (lie fatt'ning blade ; 

One thousand oxen in the yoke confined, 

Five hundred asses of the female hind ; 

And household servants in abundance great, 

Composed the substance of his vast estate ; 

So that this man, with power and riches crowned, 

Was greater far than in the cast was found. 

His sons they feasted in a social way, 

And ev'ry one observed his banquet day. 

In joyous mirth, they called their sisters fair, 

To eat and drink and chase away their care. 

But when their days of festive joy and glee, 

Were gone about in frolic revelry; 

Then pious Job for all his children sent, 

And they to him in quick obedience went. 

With oft lustrations for thorn all he wins, 

Divine forgiveness of their youthful sins. 

He rose up early in the morning light, 

And offered victims in Jehovah's sight j 

Till votive ofHrings did before him fall, 

In numbers chosen equal to them all : 

For Job, with fear and apprehension dread, 

Of all his children thus declared and said : 
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It may be now my sons and daughters fair, 

In feasts and wine Iiavo drowned all holy care ; 
Or in their hearts, with drunkenness o'ercame, 
Have sinned and cursed Jehovah's sacred name 
And thus did Job continue ov'ry day. 
His vows and ofV'rrngs unto God to pay. 
.And now a day of eonv filiation came, 
When hosts of arjgcls in Jehovah's name ; 
Together drawn by Hie divine accord, 
Came to present themselves before the Lord ; 
To give aeconnt of what they'd seen and done, 
Beneath the circuit of the rolling sun ; 
And Satan also did amongst them stand, 
Alike subjected to the Lord's command; 
To make returns of punishments severe, 
His demon ministry inflicteth hero. 
And thus the Lord to subtle Satan said : 
Whence eomest thou to this assembly dread f 
Then Satan answered with a gracious nod, 
And thus responded to Jehovah God : 
From going to and fro the earth around, 
And walking up and down its charn el-ground J 
To execute the judgments that have been, 
And try the hearts of all the sons of men. 
And then the Lord to Satan did declare : 
Hast thou considered holy Job, with care ? 
That none like him in all the earth around, 
An upright man, and perfect ean be found ? 
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Who feareth God, and righleousness pursues, 
And ev'iy evil f.Vom his heart eschews? 
Then answered Satan to the Lord, and said: 
No troubles yet have smit his tow'ring head ; 
His piety hath never yet been tried, 
By strokes of sorrow oft liy nie supplied. 
What merits Job ? with ev'ry blessing fraught, 
Or feareth he Almighty God for naught? 
Around himself, and all his house beside, 
Protecting hedges thou hast e'er supplied ; 
To bless his labors thou hast never ceased, 
And in the land his substance is increased. 
His herds and flocks that fattening pastures keep, 
Break forth as mouths of mighty rivers sweep. 
Put forth tby hand, and touch his vast estate, 
And he will curse thee to thy face in hate. 
Then lo I to Satan said the Lord : this hour, 
All that be hath is placed within tby power ; 
Remember only this supreme command, 
Upon himself lay not thy smiting hand : 
For thou dost say : the blessings 1.I1011 dost give, 
Are all that make him, in uprightness, live, 
So Saiau bowed a low, exulting nuu, 
And left the presence of Jehovah God. 
And now, behold, there was a banquet day, 
When alt bis children, decked in gay array ; 
"Did round their eldest brothers board reelbic, 
To eat and drink and vex the day with wine. 
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Then swift, to Job, a messenger did come, 

And say to him, in solemn silence dumb : 

The lab'ring oxm ploughed She grassy meadj 

The lazy asses cropped the flow'ry feed ; 

The Sabean hordes in bold and strong array, 

Upon them fell, and took them swift away ; 

The servants too their cruel sword hath slain, 

And only I, of all the rest, remain. 

While he was speaking, struck with terror dread, 

Another came, and, much excited, said : 

The fire of God, from out the heavons, did leap. 

And burn up all the countless flocks of sheep ; 

Consumed the servants upon whom it fell, 

And I alone escaped their fate to tell ; 

While he was speaking, swift from danger lied. 

Another came, and, much affrighted, said : 

The bold Chaldeans came in triple bands, 

With swords displayed within their savage hands j 

On horses swifter than the leopards fly, 

And fiercer far than evening wolves that cry ; 

And like the eagle, pouncing on hia prey, 

The camels seized, and earned them away ; 

They slew the servants with the cruel sword, 

And I am left to bring the fatal word. 

While he was speaking, pule with feir o'ersproa.d, 

Another came, and, touched with sorrow, said : 

Thy sons and daughters, round their brother's board, 

Were drinking deeply of the wine he poured ; 
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When lo ! there came a mighty wind aside, 

Across the wilderness of deserts wide ; 

It emote the corners of the house around, 

And hurled the timbers o'er the groaning ground ; 

Thy sons, and daughters, now alas ! are dead, 

And I, alone, in terror, hence have fled. 

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle round, 

Tie shaved bit; head, ;:inl fell upon the ground; 

]>y sorrow torn, and riven like the clod, 

In sweet submission, thus he worshiped God : 

I came out naked from my mother's womb, 

And naked, too, shall I embrace the tomb ; 

The Lord, lie gave, and He hath taken away, 

His name be blessed to eternal day. 

In all this, Job, from ev'ry sin, was free, 

Nor charged his God with folly foolishly. 

Again returned the convocation day, 

When angel bands before the Lord did lay; 

The embassies, entrusted by his will, 

And wait for orders further to fulfill ; 

The sons of God with, therefore, one accord, 

Came to present themselves before the Lord ; 

And Satan also, minister of God, 

Despatched abroad to bear his smiting rod; 

To make return of trial, and award, 

Came to present himself before the Lord ; 

And rightful, too, amongst them he did stand, 

The great ambassador of God's left hand. 
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And then the Lord to Satan thus did say : 

From whence, and, wherefore, hither dost thou stray ? 

And Satan answered to the Lord, and said : 

From distant regions I have hither fled ; 

From going to and fro the earth aronnd, 
And walking up ;ui<l down its charnel-ground. 
Then thus the Lord the Tempter's breast did probe : 

Hast tlion oiinsidi'.riii'l i Lis ray servant Job ? 

That none like him upon the earth liii.Hi trod ? 
A period, mnn, and one that- ieareth God ? 
Sincere in heart, uptight in life, and true ? 
And evil doth in ev'ry thing eschew ? 
That swervelh not from daily serving me ? 
But holdeth fast his own integrity ? 
Although thou movedst me without a cause, 
To swallow him within destruction's jaws ? 
And Satan answered to the Lord, and said : 
Though all this ruin were severe and dread ; 
Yet skin for skin, yea, all mere paltry pelf, 
Will man renounce that he may save himself. 
Put; forth thy hand, and touch his flesh, and bone, 
And he will curse thee with a heart of stone. 
Then thus the Lord to Satan did command : 
Behold, my servant now is in thy hand ; 
With my consent, do what thy malice dare, 
But this remember that his lite you spare. 
As soon as Satan heard the final word, 
He vanished swiftly from before the Lord ; 
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And covered Job with ulcers up and down, 

From feet, and body, to his shaven crown. 

The inflammation, and the tumors rose, 

In angry s we limps and in darting throes; 

His flush was clothed u iili clods of wormy clay, 

And full of tossings to and fro he lay ; 

With broken furrow-, filled with angry gore, 

In ev'ry limb he felt the pain afresh, 

And bit his teeth within his tumid flesh ; 

His skin acknowledged ev'ry deadly .-ting. 

And perished on him like a rotten thing ; 

His face was foul, with weeping burning tears. 

And filled with wrinkles, and with withered years ; 

His breath was turned, bis flesh was lean, and thin, 

His bones were cleaving to his lifeless skin ; 

His joints were pierced with dreadful pain at night, 

And found no respite with the morning light; 

liis skin was black. Ids bowels turned his meat, 

His bones were leprous, and consumed with heat; 

Yet Job did down among the ashes fall, 

And with a potsherd sera |>ed himself withal. 

Then lo 1 his wife, with patience poorly blessed, 

In sinful anger thus herself expressed : 

'l.)o?l. thou, unchanged by this disease, remain ? 

And thine integrity to God retain ? 

Arise, ! Job, and vent a fit reply, 

In manly anger, curse thy God, and die. 
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But Jot replied : a nobler spirit scut, 
Thy words are such as foolish women speak : 
For only good shall we receive from God ? 
And not the evil from His chast'ning rod ? 
In all this Job no words impatient flung, 
Nor did he sin by using once bis tongae. 
When Job's companions all this evil heard. 
They quickly came, wit.li deep compassion stirred. 
The names they bore tlic sacred muse has sung, 
And told the countries whence their races sprung; 
Eliphiix ruled, as ancient history writes, 
The mighty kingdom of the Temanites ; 
Bildad is said to be the famous king, 
That did from Shamir's ancient country spring; 
And Zophar, king of Na-amah was known, 
A city which in Joshua is shown. 
For they had each appointment made to go, 
And mourn with him, and comfort sweet bestow. 
But when afar they lifted up their eyes, 
Am] knew him not, in sorrow's deep disguise ; 
Their silent grief no longer could be kept, 
But loud their voice they lifted up and wept. 
They rent their mantles into mournful shreds, 
And sprinkled dust upon their solemn heads. 
Seven days and nights, in silence most profound, 
They sat with Job upon the naked ground. 
And none to him a word of comfort spoke, 
For now, with grief, they saw his heart was broke. 
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CHAPTER II. 

job's first speech — his complaint. 

Trns oiiaptn- corfenns t-1-,? biter laiooni.al.hii !)['„ r nJ>. siuitiic argument of 
the poem. Tinder a deep sense of hia own sin;y.?[tl.y one] uprightness, 
and of hi? grevd. on:a:nir.!(;s-, ho ci:i'hwh Iilh iky, in hm-rn i;re that, is vehe- 
ment, ri'is!). :u'd oi'uiu irreveren:.. ' The Ciiiiw of those bitter and violent 
imp ideations against loo iky of iii» birlh. he a.hogi.'s !o lie beenusc it did 
iiul. prevent hi; bihnit brim ink; t-iiu world ; for then iui drniiires ho should 
have vested wirli kirus, imd prim:-?*. He declares- tiifiS Lis sdl'ermj.s- have 
not come upon him une.s peetociij' ; Wat i» hi* prosperity, lie bad not felt 



But Job, at length, the solemn silence broke, 
And dreadful curses on his day he spoke. 
Perish tho day, so dreadful and forlorn, 
Wherein myself in sorrow first was born ; 
Perish the night, in (bi.i-kuoss unretrieved, 
That shouted forth : a man-child is conceived. 
And let that day be thirkness deep and lone, 
Nor God regard it from His heavenly throne ; 
Let not the light, refulgent and divine, 
In dazzling glory ever on it shine ; 
Let darkness dense upon that (lay remain, 
And shades of death its beaming luster stain ; 
Let clouds on clouds, pavilioned on it, dwell, 
And tents of darkness, big with fury, swell ; 
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:— HIS COMPLAINT. 

Let blackness, caused by sorrow's "burning ray, 

And blasts of noontide, terrify that day ; 

Let darkness seize, and rayless gloom enshroud, 

That starless night, with storm and tempest-cloud ; 

Let not that night among. the days appear, 

Of any future, or revolving year ; 

Let not the numi-iis complete their annual sum, 

By letting that among their number come ; 

But let that night in barrenness abound, 

And, solitary, with itself be found; 

Let not the crowing cook, nor joyful voice, 

Nor mirthful revelry, (.heroin rejoice ; 

Let those accurse it, who, with magic, can, 

And skillful are to rouse leviathan ; 

Let all the stars that in its twilight dwell, 

Be darker far than blackest, shades of hell ; 

With eyes of darkness, let: it look for light, 

But sad and weary, nothing have but night ; 

With anxious longing, let it watch forlorn, 

Nor see the eyelids of the rosy morn ; 

Because alas ! it. hindered not my doom, 

Nor shut the doors before my mother's womb ; 

Nor hid the sorrow which around me lies, 

With death and darkness from my aged eyes. 

Why found I not an infant's quiet tomb ? 

Why died I not when I forsook the womb ? 

Why did the knees anticipate my birth ? 

And thus preserve me from the dreamless earth ? 
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70 job's TIRST SPEECH— HIS COMPLAINT. 

Or why the breasts prevent this goodly luek ? 
By giving me their liquid food to sack ? 
For now should I, with balmy quiet blessed, 
Lie down to sleep, and always be at rest ; 
With kings and counselors, in wisdom skilled, 
That des'Iate places for themselves did build ; 
Or mighty princes, rich in countless gold, 
And houses, filled with silver stores untold; 
Or like a hidden, and nrriiit:e!y l.ir.Ji, 
I had not been a wretched child of earth ; 
Like still-born infant j, destitute of sight, 
Whose rayless eyes have never seen the light. 
The wicked there from all their troubling cease, 
And there the weary sweetly rest in peace ; 
The prisoners too in freedom all rejoice, 
Nor hear again the proud, oppressor's voice; 
The small and grout together there we see, 
And from his .master ev'ry slave is free. 
Then why should God the light of life bestow, 
On one that lives in misery, and woe ? 
Or being give, liy his ^spreme control, 
To one that's bitter in his inmost soul ? 
That longs for death upon his restless cot, 
And waiteth lor it, yet it eometh not? 
That prayeth oft, and digs to find it more, 
Than treasures hidden on the distant shore ? 
Extdting greatly, like the weary slave, 
Exceeding glad, when he can find the grave. 
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JOB S F1EST 

Or why is light on mortal man bestowed, 
Whose way is dark, and hidden lies his road ? 
Whom God Himself, although he flee from sin, 
Hath walled around, and throughly hedged him in ? 
My sighing cometh when I try to eat, 
My moans uncounted consi.it.uto my meat ; 
My mouth, and tongue, and bowels are so sore, 
My groans are poured as noisy billows roar ; 
For now the thing 1 groai 1 v feared has eome, 
And struck my soul with awe, and wonder dumb; 
I had no safety in my fearful breast, 
From apprehensions oft I took no rest ; 
Nor was I quiet, free from anxious dread, 
Yet woe and trouble fell upon my head. 
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CHAPTER III. 



IfsnT. now Job's I.broe friemti bad roimuuod shorn. 'I'hcy had hitherto 
regarded hi in as. "perfect and umiirht." II. it his bitter comphnnt, !iis 
ra-ri.li speech, his iushuialiois ate-imsl. (led. ami his lack" of snl.irnh-if.ion 
create .suspicions in -. 1 1 c i l- minus that lie is a wicked man. ElinlniA the 
wisest ot tiie ihroe, opens the discussion, lie is calm, sae/ac'ous, urbane 
in maimer, bat searehinp; and severe. His train of thonirht, pursued also 
by t!ia rest, is that the righteous aie prosperec. ain; r iio wicked punished ; 
and that Job should repent, aud turn l.u (Sod. KlhihaK a poiogi *e.s lor 
speaking, points out the incousistoney of Joe in complaining himself 
under trials, when he had so often e.ihnrtcd odicrs to patience, and 
resign n.i.ion urnicr their a:l!iolioi.:,s ; and hints [ua.t ,:hi- shows thai, hob is 
not a good man. fie intiuiid:es that no one ever perisiie:l, being innocent, 
;r i ,'..■■■';:■■, :s riiat he hi;s always observed lhat the wicked are destroyed 
by God. He argues, in a very gnardea, am; masloriy maimer, that 
a.ilheliim im|fies e/iih. anil ;Li--iit oalariiries hypocrisy, fie insinuates that 
Job cannot be what he had so [.posed he was, "perfect and uiuight,'' 
because of bis misfortunes, hiliuba;. ilhistrarcs this view el the ease, by 
bis own ohscrvalioos, ami. also by a vision, vouch he asserts he had, of a 
spirit appeeriue; '.o him. lie ueeuires th.at be had olion seen the wicked 
prospered for a time, a.r.d then suddenly destroyed. Me asserts that 
trouble comes r.ol hem chr.ucc; that it does nol smiim; from the ground; 
that it is appointed by God, ami 1, ei.ee that it must be to punish the 
wicked, lie advises Job therefore to coiumif his cause to God; lie tells 
him that he himself would do so. Ho means the r e a sou a bleu ess of this 

course, because God is great, mid duel i iv,..- rl'ii ■.', ine.s; thai he cou- 

trois All events, ami re- iv a ids ah ::i'.:.i-i;i-:- Lo : heir i loser's. J To- eon eludes 
bis speech by a si atom cut of the benc.ieiai i. libels of (.urn i mi, to God, and 
trusrina: in hi:n. Me i.'.lustiales ibis Ihoiigb'. in several ways, and elc-m/iy 
hishiuates liuit Job lacks Hie spirit of Hue piety, ami that his calamities 
are in consequence of his sins. 

Eliphaz then, m answer, sought to find, 

Some prudent words with which to soothe his mind. 
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niter SPEECH ( 

If we essay communion now with thee, 

Wilt thou lie grieved at this our friendly plea ? 

But who from 'words can now himself refrain ? 

That's heard the cause for which you thus complain ? 

Behold, how many, plunged in troubles sore, 

Hast thou instructed, oft, thyself before ? 

How oft, wil.h counsel, and with friendly plan?, 

Hast thou continued the weak, and feeble hands ? 

Thy words the stumbling oft upheld with ease, 

And strengthened much the weak and bowing knees. 

But now alas ! this dreadful, sore, complaint, 

Has come oil thee, and thou dost quickly faint. 

Ifc touchetb thee, with unexpected strokes, 

And thou art troubled sore as other folks. 

Doth not thy fear continue still to be, 

The ground of future confidence with thee f 

Is not th' uprightness of thy former ways, 

The hope that animate." thy coming days ? 

Remember this, and to its truth assent, 

Who ever perished, being innocent ? 

Or where's the proof, though mockers vainly scoff", 

That righteous men were ever once cut off? 

But oft examples heretofore have been, 

That Uiey who plough iniquity and sin; 

And sow their wickedness, devoid of shame, 

In harvest reap, and gather back the same. 

They perish surely by the blast of God, 

As chosen victims of his smiting rod; 
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1Q FIEST SPEECH OF ELIPHA2 IN KEPLY TO JOB. 



He strikes them down by some untimely death, 

And quick consumes them by his nostril's breath. 

The roaring lion terrifies no more, 

His voice ferocious utters not its roar ; 

His rolling eyes no longer glance with fire, 

And creeping terror in the poor inspire ; 

Nor orphans perish by his tearing claws, 

Nor bleed afresh, within his crushing jaws; 

The dingy lion Ethiopia rears, 

The fatherless no longer fills with fears ; 

His voice of fierceness sendeth no despair, 

But dies in silence on the empty air ; 

The gory teeth of hungry whelps are broke, 

Beneath the power of God's tremendous stroke ; 

The aged lion, full of strength to slay, 

Is made to perish from his lack of prey ; 

His boundless strength, rmd wild, terrific rage, 

Shall not avail him in his hoary ;<ge ; 

His stoutness, teeth, and tearing claws are vain, 

When final vengeance God Himself doth rain. 

His whelps arc scattered through the earth abroad, 

Through fear, ;md tn.-tnUing into silence awed. 

So godless, cruel, and rapacious men, 

By God Almighty shall he crushed again. 

And now to me a secret thing was brought, 

And lo I mine ear a gentle whisper caught ; 

In thoughts, by night, amidst the visions, when, 

Profoundest slumber falleth oft on men ; 
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Then o Spirit pi 

.l.hoi'i- n; -I'.esiii-.i;. ,m.. ■■.■-- 

re jnat than (iod ! <Jh. IV : T.F3, 1(5, 17. Meu explanation, page XIV. 
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BLIPHAZ IN REPLY TO JOB. 

A creeping fear, with trembling, mack me shake, 

And all my bones, with dancing terror, quake ; 

A spirit passed before my startled eyes, 

And all the hair upon my flesh did rise ; 

Unmoved it stood, an image, pale, and stern. 

But yet the form I could not well discern ; 

The ghostly specter paused before my face, 

And solemn silence held the dreadful place ; 

I heard a voice that shook the place I trod, 

Shall feeble man he juster far than God ? 

Shall modal man In purity transcend, 

His heavenly Maker, ami iris goodness mend '? 

Behold, no l.rusl, in servants, he did place, 

With folly charged his angels, face to face ; 

Much less in them that tents of clay supply, 

"Whose frail foundations in the dust do lie ; 

And which, like garments, made of woolen oiotli, 

Are quickly crushed before the gnawing moth ; 

Or by the nerve-worm, hatched from eggs, contained, 

In. water, swallowed from the marshes drained; 

That bores its way, and draws it.s slender, thin, 

And hairy length, through punctures of the skin; 

But broken off, inoculates the wound, 

And crushes down the house upon the ground. 

How frail are men ! how brief on earth their stay I 

How soon they fide ! and pass from time away ! 

Between the morning, and the evening sun, 

'.Che longest race of human life is run. 
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$'2 FIRST SPEECH OF ET.IPHAZ IN REPLY TO JOB. 

They perish too forever from tie earth, 

Restored no more by some mysterious birth, 

Yet none regard the signal, sudden blow, 

That death employs to smite his victims low. 

Doth not the ex'llency that in them lies, 

Depart in death before they're truly wise ? 

Are not the tiutf rings which they here display, 

By loathsome sickness made to pass away ? 

They die, at last, as if it were their lot, 

Like fools, unwept, uninentioned, and forgot. 

Through heaven and earth proclaim aloud, and see, 

If any one will now respond to thee ; 

And unto which of all the holy saint-;, 

Wilt thou apply to answer thy complaints? 

Repeat the call, and see if one you And, 

Of holy angels, to your views inclined ; 

Or holds, with yon, that judgments sore and sad, 

Do never prove their wretched victim bad ; 

For wrath divine the foolish sweeps away, 

And indignation doth the simple slay ; 

The vain and wicked I have often seen, 

With thrifty roolw. anil fruitful branches green ; 

The hills were covered with his spreading shade, 

His liuuii'h- were, lise I lie goodly cedars, made ; 

His buds and blossoms spring in full recruit, 

And promise fair, to til] the land with fruit ; 

But suddenly tie tempest on him buret, 

And then his dwelling I pronounced accurs'd. 
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FIEST SPEECH OF ELIPHAZ IN REPLY TO JOB. 

His secret wickedness provokes the wrath, 

That God Almighty hurla along hie path. 

His children, far from safety, ever dwell, 

And in the gate are crushed with sorrows fell ; 

When troubles come, ai.nl clouds around them loom, 

There's none to save them from their wretched doom ; 

The hungry man devours his crops of corn, 

And even takes it out ol'beds of thorn ; 

Afflictions grievous overflow his cup, 

And robbers swallow all his substance up ; 

Although from dust afflictions do not come, 

Nor sprouting trouble from the ground is sprung; 

As thistles, thorns, and brambles have their birth, 

And spring abundantly from out the earth ; 

Yet man is born to trouble, and to die, 

As sure as upwards arc the sparks to fly ; 

To groan, and sigh, and tears of anguish pour. 

As certainly as birds of prey do soar ; 

To toil, and labor for the tilings they reap, 

As sure as sons of burning coals do leap. 

'Tis prudent then for man at once to be, 

Submissive fully to the Lord's decree ; 

To see the ends and uses of his laws, 

And know that all things have a righteous cause. 

Therefore to God would I commit my case, 

And trust His goodness for restoring grace ; 

That doeth things, unsearchable, and great, 

And marv'lous filings, ivimviiithot'cd, doth create; 
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84 JTIBSi B'fEECH OF ELIPHAZ IN KEPLT TO JOB. 

That giveth rain upon the earth around, 

And maketh showers upon the fields abound ; 

Exalting oft the poor, despised, and low, 

That humble, squalid, ami discouraged, go ; 

To higher places, honored, and renowned, 

With friends, and happiness, and riches crowned ; 

Advancing those that mourn from pain and grief, 

To lKiigl.it.-! of honor, s;d:oty, and relief. 

ik: disappoints hy his omniscient, ken, 

Devices formed by bad and crafty men ; 

So that their hands, in which their prowess lies, 

Cannot perform the slightest enterprise, 

The wise He taketh in their crafty plan, 

And carries headlong ev'ry froward man. 

The twisted, crooked, and deceitful trick, 

Their artful cunning had devised so slick ; 

Is oft precipitated from its feet, 

Because exposed before if. is complete. 

They meet with darkness in the midst of day, 

Such sudden hii idra?i.ees obstruct their way ; 

They grope, at morn, as in profoundest night, 

He so eclipseth ev'ry ray of light. 

But, with His u Lipid, he savet.li all the poor, 

From plotted vengeance of the cvU doer; 

From ev'ry thrust of his uplifted sword, 

Or violence that from his mouth is poured ; 

From ev'ry scheme, or crafty plot, and plan, 

And hand of cruel, kid. and mighty man. 
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EiKST SPEECH OF ELIPHAZ IN KEPLY 10 JOB. 

So all the poor, that now in darkness grope, 
Possess, in God, a strong, abounding hope. 
Bat when the wicked see their schemes upset, 
And find themselves entangled in their net ; 
Confounded sore, their lips no speeches drop, 
And bold iniquity her mouth doth si op. 
Behold, the happiness that crowns the man, 
Whom God correcteth by Ilia heavenly plan ! 
Despise not hence the chast'nings of thy God, 
Nor kindly strokes of his paternal rod. 
He maketh sore the pierced, and bleeding heart. 
He bindeth up, with heavenly, healing art ; 
He woundeth oft the lonely, troubled soul, 
And then His hands, in mercy, nuke it whole ; 
From six afflictions he shall set thee free, 
In seven, the touch of evil ne'er shall be ; 
From death, in famine, He shall save thy life, 
And from the sword, in war's tremendous strife ; 
His mighty arms around thee shall be flung, 
And hide thy soul from ev'iy scourging tongue ; 
When sore destruction comes, with death displayed, 
No shaking fear shall make thee hence afraid; 
In ev'ry danger he shall be thy stafl^ 
At death and famine thou shalt boldly laugh ; 
No fear tormenting shall restrain thy mirth, 
Nor make thee tremble at the beasts of earth : 
For all the stones of fruitless fields shall be, 
In leagues united firm and strong with thee ; 
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8(5 first kpei',<:ii or ixtttiaz ra reply TO JOB. 

Ferocious Leasts their hostile voice shall cease, 
And evermore Le .found with thee at peace; 
When far away on journeys thou shalt roam, 
Secure, from harm, shall he thy tented home ; 
Tn health, and safety thou shalt sure come hack, 
And never miss the shortest homeward track ; 
And thou shall know that great shall be thy seed, 
And offspring niim'roiis, ;»s the ^ra.ss, shall "breed ; 
And thou shalt eome, in wisdom ripe ami *age. 
To meet the grave in full, and hoary age ; 
Like shocks of corn that in their season fall, 
Matured, and waiting for the reaper's call. 
Lo ! this we've searched, and found it strictly true, 
Hear it, and know how good it is for you. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

JOBS KffiPLY TO ELirHAZ's FIRST SPEECH. 

TjhM reply expresses slrou" 1 cnictam. vri; very >i :\ jiL sorrow ; ';.■■'■» piety, 
Willi. occasional buunT.iunce : and reiiieustrauee wiiii ihxl icra.usi; Si is a ('dic- 
tions. He feels very koonlv the diariried, iimi implied condemnation of 
BliphaB. In uiliur ;ul^i[,I, iio <_-:vesvent t,:. very vehement, and imiia- 
tieut expressions. M i> jusliOes tin; biuorness of his complaints, made in 
his. previous snescb. iVijiii i 1 lo groal soverily ol' k in suifcrh .p;s lie further 
sets forth the depdi mid extent of h :.=• arlliclbms, in order that K!iph;iz 
may more fi.tilv midifJ sLnr:d ftv.'.m, tod take prly or. him. lie desires ins 
friends to weijrh thoroughly, iir.d iir.tiiit.i vclv his eriof; declares thn.t. Cloths 
arrows are in iiim, :i:.:i I iis terrors;; re ;;i i'ii.i i ;l nsiilns;. him. Ho denies that 
lie complains, in a causeless manner, any more than the ass. or ox brays or 
low's, in a causeless manner, wdion dyiua; of hunger, lie desires to die, 
because lie thinks lie ivill ni.d rest in the p.rave, !!'■: lias net strength to 
bear those hitler [rials. lie declares thai onij so ] n :■ 1 1 i I j I j.- a Hi ie ted saould 
uaya the sympathy of his friends; but that his have deceived him, and 
increased his sorrows; have proved hke tieceil.fnl brooks, drioil up in hot 
weiilher, and deccobve to Lravelcrs. Ho desires las friends lo '.ooh hi ; o 
his caso more fully, im.'l see the justice, of his hitter coir. plaints. Ha fully 
believes that they did not know him. nor comprehend ois sri fieri: i; : -s, and 
eon sequel i liy hud 1:0 syiiipoi.hy ■.■-■ i I h line Ik: ivcnpiluhilcs his stiiferinn.'s. 
Ho says that lili: is sk.ori.. and the days of man are like those of Ibe hireling, 
loobing for wages, and the close of day; Ibnt ois (lay a ami nights are Idled 
wii.h vaiiiiy. pain, aid sorrov.-, and I hat ho looks fa 1 the sleeies of hie eve- 
ning. He giyos a pitifoi deseririhori of his disease ; his Hash is iilie.il with 
worms, nud clods of dost ; his days are swii'v, and. vanish like a cloud. 
How could he help spoakintr. in a.nguish. and bitterness of soul? Stung 
almost to despair, by a sense of his by^r. snifeihigs. kc roaicusiratos, 
w:lb groat vehemence, ana impatience, will: (led. i: sr s fillet big bin: thus. 
Ifo feels thai, it is unjust, and cruel. He os',;s if he. is ft sea, or a whale, 
that, God Should sot a watch over bin; : lie declares Mini; wln'ii lie would 
rest, and his conoh shoulil ease his sore complaint, God somes him with 
dreadful visions, and dreams; i.ha;. lie loathes and hales life. IVe asi:s 
what man is that Cod so delights to visil him. mid never Lelbirn alone. He 
washes to know what injury he fan done to clod Unit ho should so r.lfliot 
him ; why he does not forgive him, nod wil'iel.-aw his hand. 

But Job, in sorrow, raised his shaven head, 
And thus, in answer, lo ]iis. Mend he said: 
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83 job's keply to elipiiazs fikst speech. 

Oh ! that my grief could now be throughly weighed ! 

And my calamity in scales were laid ! 

For heavier far it surely now would be, 

Than all the sand beneath the boundless sea. 

The bitt'rest dregs compose my daily cup, 

And henee my wdrds, in grief, are swallowed up. 

Th' Almighty's arrows deep within me sink, 

Their deadly poison doth my spirit drink; 

Jehovah's terrors, tlireat'ning ev'ry day, 

Against me set themselves in strong array. 

The pangs of sorrow make me groan, and sigh, 

And constitute the reasons of my cry. 

Brays the wild ass when grass he hath to eat ? 

Or lows the ox o'er fodder rich and sweet ? 

From grief and trouble I am worn, and faint, 

My soul hath reasons for its sad complaint ; 

You misconceive the causes why I sigh, 

And inward groan, and utter loud my cry ; 

You neither bray, nor low like ass or ox, 

Because you've grass, and fodder's fragrant locks ; 

You're fat, and sleek, from ev'iy trouble free, 

You know not thereto re how to pity me. 

Can things mis;tv : iy without salt be good ? 

Has white of eggs the taste of dainty food ? 

The things my soul did once refuse to eat, 

Are now my sorrowful and daily meat. 

As loathsome food my troubles make me ill, 

And yet I eat these dreadful sorrows still. 
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jobs lusn/v to nr.iniA^'s fiust s.PKi:<::ii. 

Oh ! now that I might liave (his one request, 

That God would grant the longing of my breast ; 

That even now 'twould please Almighty God, 

To smite me down, with His uplifted rod ; 

To crash me up, and bruise me unto death, 

And, by His judgment, i.;ike n.way my breath : 

That ho would now unloose his mighty hand, 

And cut me off from this unhappy land ; 

As weavers cut the web from out their loom, 

And thus complete my wretched, earthly doom. 

Then I should yet some convolution take, 

And exultation in my anguish make. 

Let him not spare me, nor from pity shield, 

For I have not the words of God concealed. 

And what's my light, in which my soul doth grope ? 

Or what's my strength that I should longer hope ? 

No thrilling joy awakes my earthly song, 

And what's my end thai I should life prolong ? 

Is this my strength the mighty strength of stones ? 

Doth solid brass compose my flush and bones ? 

The craggy rocks endure the pelting blasts, 

The iron hail the rage of war outlasts ; 

But I'm not chiseled from the hardened rocks, 

To bear, unmoved, irfliietion'^ dreadful shocks. 

My help is not within my own control, 

And wisdom's driven from my foolish soul. 

For him that doth, in sorrow's furnace, melt. 

Should tender pity by his friend be felt. 
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90 JOB 8 REPLY TO ELIPIIAZ S FIRST 

But yet ho sheds no sympathising tear, 

And thus forsaketh God Almighty's fear. 

Instead of comfort., in my troubles sore, 

JUs wo!'(l~, upbraiding, make my sorrows move. 

.1 looked for words of pity and relief, 

To cheer my heart, and thus assuage my grief; 

As weary pilgrims look for water round, 

And search for streams along the desert ground ; 

The fulness, stL'engt.h, and noise they often send, 

Do answer well to this my former friend. ; 

Their dryness too beneath the heated ray, 

Resembles much (his summer friend to-day. 

Deceitfully my brethren all have done, 

As mountain brooks, and valley-streams do run ; 

That turbid, swollen, and tumultuous flow, 

In consequence of melted ice and snow ; 

In warmer days, I hey dry up here and there, 

But when 'tis hot, they vanish ev'rywhere ; 

Their channels wind along the arid land, 

They go to nothing, lost within the sand. 

For streams, dependent for their swollen mouth, 

On snows, and sloims, afford, no trust in drouth ; 

The troops of Tenia searched the sandy plain, 

The tribes of Hteha waited long in vain. 

They thither came, in caravans immense, 

To quench their thirst, from fountains flowing theno 

But when they saw the streams' deserted bed, 

Perplexed, confounded, and ashamed, they tied. 
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JOB'S REPLY TO XJLIPHAZS JflltaT SI'liJiCH. 

So ye alas I are nothing now to me, 

Alarmed, because rny casting down ye see. 

In prosp'rous days, of wealth, and power, and ease, 

Pretended Mends do much resemble these ; 

With loud professions, puffed, and swollen high, 

They promise aid, and comfort to supply ; 

But, when afflictions, aid from them demand, 

They disappear, like streams, within the sand. 

Did I invite your gracious presence here ? 

To soothe my sorrows, and my heart to cheer ? 

Have I besought your famous wealth, and power, 

To give me aid in this distressing hour ? 

Did I implore : A gift to me accord, 

Or, of your substance, give me a reward*? 

Or, rescue me from any hostile band ? 

Redeem me quickly from the mighty's hand ? 

Oh ! teach me now, and I will hold my tongue, 

Cause me to know from whence my errors sprung. 

How forcible are words of right to move ! 

But what alas ! doth your debate reprove ? 

Do ye, my words, imagine to berate ? 

And speeches too of one that's desperate ? 

Which runh impatient, i'min (ho phvensied irtind, 

Like boist'rous gales, of high, tempest'ous wind ? 

Against the orphan ye would spring a snare, 

And secret pits against your friend prepare. 

Be hence content ; your looks upon me place, 

For if I He, it is before your face. 
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Return, I pray, and hear, my words with care, 

Nor so erroneous my speech declare. 

Return, again, to what I hence reply, 

My righteousness doth clearly, in it, lie. 

Dofch this, my tongue, iniquity rehearse ? 

Cannot my taste discern the things perverse ? 

The life of man's a warfare on the earth, 

In which he's listed from his very birth. 

Like hirelings also toiling to and fro, 

Ha ^[K'nd-!, Ms days in service here below. 

As servants pant, and seek the evening shade, 

And hirelings look for labor's wages paid ; 

So months of vanity do I possess, 

And nights of anguish make me comfortless. 

If on my bed I close my weary eyes, 

I say, in sorrow : when shall I -arise ? 

And when shall gush the bright, hem! die dawn, 

And night, and darkness once again be gone ? 

Hop] et.« with, testings to and fro I lie, 

Until aurora dawneth in the sky. 

My flesh, with worms, and clods of dust is clothed, 

My broken skin is m.o.'if, profoundly loathed. 

My days are brief, replete with tears, and sighs, 

And swifter far than weaver's shuttle flies. 

Oh I G-od, remember that my life is wind, 

My breath is upward, unto thee, inclined ; 

Mine eye, no more, shall, on the earth, return, 

Its charming prospects, or its good, to learn ; 
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The eye of him that saw me, oft before, 
Shall see me hence, in mortal form, no more. 
.Thine eyes, to me, their dreadful gazes give, 
And therefore I, no longer here, can live. 
The fleecy cloud, that intercepts the day, 
Is soon consumed, mid vanisheth away ; 
So he that goes to Sheol's gloomy shore, 
From thence to earth, shall come again no more. 
The noiseless grave shall he the downy bed, 
In which the clay shall rest its weary head. 
Although Ibi- home, and kindred he may yearn, 
His house shall never welcome his return. 
His homeward feet shall never reach his floor, 
His dwelling-place shall never know him more. 
Therefore, my mouth will I not hence refrain, 
But, in the anguish of my soul, complain. 
In bitterness, within my spirit pent, 
Will I cry out, and utter my lament. 
The painful thoughts of going far away, 
From earth, and homo, within the grave to stay; 
Distress, and agony, unuttered, brings, 
In solemn wail lugs from the Npi.ri.t's strings. 
Am I a raging, and tumultous sea, 
That*hou confines!, and restrainest me? 
Or dangerous monster of the hoary deep, 
That thou, a watch, dost always o'er me keep? 
And when I say: ray bed shall hear my pain, 
My couch shall ease me when I sore complain ; 
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Thou scarest me, with dreams, beyond control, 
And ghostly visions terrify my soul : 
So that I choose the pain of strangling groans, 
And death prefer to these my loathsome bones. 
Oh! God, I loathe my sore, afflicted life, 
So full of sorrow, toil, and angry strife ; 
I would not always, on the earth remain, 
Afflict me not, for all my days are vain. 
And what is man, composed of gilded clay, 
That thou shouldst magnify him in this way ? 
That thou shouldst make him, in importance, great, 
Above the works thy wisdom did create ? 
And cause thy heart, for him, intense to yearn, 
Above the sun, or moon, or stars that burn ? 
To mark his ways with ever sleepless care, 
And vex his soul, beyond his power to bear ? 
That ev'ry morning thou shouldst make him sigh, 
And ev'ry moment, with afflictions, try ? 
How long O ! God, wilt thou afflict my heart ? 
How long before thou wilt, from me, depart? 
And cease, on me, with trials sore, to frown. 
Until my spittle I shall swallow down ? 
If I have slimed, against thy just decree, 
Then tell me what that sin hath done to thee. 
! thou beholder of all mortal things, 
Declare to me, from what its vileness springs. 
And why hast thou, in days of sorrow dark, 
Set up myself against thee, as a mark f 
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job's reply to euphaz's fiest speech. 
That honce a burden to myself I live, 
O'er whelmed, with troubles, thou dost sorely give. 
If I have sinned, against -thy holy law, 
Then why thine anger wilt thou not withdraw ? 
And why not seal my pardon free this day ? 
And all my sins, in mercy, take away ? 
For now shall I, in dust and ashes deep, 
In balmy slumber close my eyes to sleep ; 
And, in the morning, thou shalt seek me round, 
But I shall, nowhere, on the earth he found. 
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CHAPTER V. 

bildad's fikst eeplt to job. 



BlLDAD is less argumentative, I | I I I in* but more 

severe, accusing, vehement, and provoking tliitn I'lupiiaz. He presumes 
tluiL all Job's (roubles ;:iu 1 1 1 ■_■ result of Lis sics. and I'licse of liis cliildieit. 
Ho compares Job's speech io :i violent I.empesL of wind, and asks him Low 
long it is to continue. 1-1? implies that God is jnst and asks Job if the 
Aliii:f?.-l:1.y oonld pervert justice, lie seems to luiiu it io" granteii that his 
children won; out of) for l.heir sins, but l.hai: Job migld. yci l.iii restored, and 
prospered, if ho would turn to God, and put away his iniquities, .fie 
declares thai-, in i.kat oven'., dob might abo'.md in a great increase of 
blessings, adbomrii oegiiiuiagliic aacw, aia.l alow;. Tliisj part of Ida speed) 
is very cruel, and provoking. To ooidirm his argument, h'j appea'.s to the 
anoient.s. and to those much old or, and const I'aa.i:- ;tn ha.d laid a larger 
experience i:i the |vov'' : ...:;t:ai dealav.s of tied will) mnnkiud. Ho employs 
striking Linages, derived from nature, to d:-piay The •ni-ieratilp condition oi' 
the wicked. He declares '.hat the most thrifty olauts soon v. ir.her and die, 
;uid that the hypocrite's hope would, in like manner, soon, m:d surely fail. 
Ho assarts that God wid nor. dist mrsy a perl'not man, arid sets furt.li the 
happy eli'ects of trusting in Him. Uildad implies more boldly, and 
impudently, than Klipbaz, t.lud: .'fob is a hypocrite, and the victim of 
deserved pmushciont. lie is both unkind, a.ral unoliaritablo. in spirit, aid 
phraseology, towards liim. Mis speech is less proliv, but more caustic 
than that, ui" i'liinhaz. J: abounds in bea ria.l I 'a.-ir.'d. i:... -. i " : h argument, 
tie burden of w-hioa is l.hal God punishes the wielded, ami prospers t.iio 
righteous, and dial. consequently Job must be a wicked nan. Jlo exhorts 
him to repentance, reformation of life, ami encourages him thereto, by 
assurances of ;bigivi noss and great prosperity. 

When Job, his grief, had thus himself expressed, 
Then Bildad answered, and his friend addressed : 
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How long wilt thou express thy murm'ring mind ? 
How long thy words be like the boist'rous wind ? 
Doth God unjustly turn the balance scale, 
And make the wrong above the right prevail ? 
Doth he, the godly, ever once desert, 
And righteous judgment wickedly pervert ? 
Or doth th' Almighty, cruel, and severe, 
Afflict unjustly, hi his dealings here ? 
Since all thy children sinned against their God, 
And for transgressions, ] icrished by His rod ; 
Yet., it' bct.inirH, >'<. , pi. , »':anily, and meek, 
To God, alone, thy pensive soul would seek ; 
And supplication, for his meruy's sake, 
To God Almighty, would in earnest, make ; 
If thou wert pure, and holy, and upright, 
Before his gracious, and forgiving sight; 
Then surely now he'd rouse himself for thee, 
And give thy righteous house prosperity. 
Though thy beginning small, at first, should be, 
Thy latter end, abounding, thou shottldst see- 
Inquire, I pray, of ev'ry former age, 
Prepare thyself to search the fathers sage ; 
Whose observations, still, in poems, found, 
Are rich, in proverbs, and, with wisdom, crowned ; 
For we're of yesterday, and nothing know, 
Because our days, like dancing shadows, go. 
Shall they not teach, from observations gained, 
Through longer years, and knowledge thence obtained? 
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And tell, when men, on earth, were older, fur, 
Than human lives, in modern ages, are ? 
When riper growths of character matured, 
Through godly discipline, so long endured ; 
That G<xl, rewards ;md punishments doth give, 
To all mankind, according as they live ? 
Shall not they utter words, from out the heart ? 
And, not from lips, but from the inner part ? 
How grows tlio rush unless some mire appear"? 
Or ;-prouts i ho ihig, without some water near? 
For while 'tis green, before the scythe disturbs, 
It withers sooner than the ncighb'ring herbs. 
So end the paths of all that God forget, 
And dies the hope of ev'ry hypocrite. 
His hope decayed shall then himself deceive, 
His trust shall bo the web that spiders weave. 
His soul shall lean upon his house of sand, 
But, tern pes. I, -be:.! ten, ii shall never stand. 
.As spiders cling unto the tenuous, thin, 
And slender thread, they patiently do spin ; 
When storms do howl, and winds, in fury play, 
And break the thread, and blow them swift away : 
So grasps the hypocrite his fragile hope, 
When storms of sorrow, with his soul do cope ; 
But when he dreams he holds the cable fast, 
'Twill bend, and ily before the sweeping bL-t. 
Before the sun, in midday heat, is seen, 
Like juicy plants, his thrifty stalk is green. 
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biload's first eeplt to job. 
His branches shoot above his garden high, 
ilia opeuhig buds di' i in'.o blossom* fly ; 
His boughs are fresh, and pour their odors round, 
He spreads himself above the flinty ground ; 
His roots arc wrapped about the mossy rook, 
And round the corners firmly interlock ; 
For want of earth, they spread themselves away, 
And draw support, from tips, in flinty clay ; 
Devoid of soil, in which their roots to throw, 
They split the roe!;, find in the openings grow ; 
They look for strength, when wild the tempest sweeps, 
And drop their ane'iors into ^tor.y heaps. 
But growing large, with roots above the ground. 
When stormy winds among its branches sound; 
It is destroyed from off its rocky throne, 
And tumbled headlong with a dying groan. 
The natal place, whereon if grew, shall say : 
I never knew thy false, and wretched day. 
Ashamed I bore thee, and ashamed of thee, 
I now disown thee, as a worthless tree. 
Behold the joy, his luckless way doth bring, 
And others, better, from the earth shn.ll spring; 
Behold, thy God shall never cast away, 
The perfect man that doth His law obey. 
He sends His mereies unto all the poor, 
Nor lends His aid to any evil doer. 
And hence, thy mouth, with laughter, he shall fill, 
And shouts ofviclVy from thy lips shall thrill. 
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And they that hate thy ntyw despised name, 
Shall then be clothed, with undisscrabled shame. 

The wicked^ tent sh:ill surely come to nought, 
Because iiiiquiiy Ids hands have wrought. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

job's first eeplt to bildad. 

Job replica to Bildml. Ho was charged wilb being a hypocrite. He 
proiesis against this, nriil denies lk.ii he is jiuiiU oi' any ejeut crimes, but 
■Ices liol: ciaim to be absokUey faeildess. 11c is ugituied wilh coiii.ondm;' 
passions, such a? It'ji:-, hn;io, eoumluiicc, despair, and n keen sense of bis 
suil'erings. He veins ibrib Ids li'olings, iiu.i.. • Ihek- miliicr.oo. Ho admits 
the f.crieral course of nrguueii:, imrsseii V lihdad, ihai: no;ic oaiebc just 
wilh God, or answer Ilim :b' one e>f a thousand of I lis offences. Ho shows 
thai Hod is a sovereign, dislruml.kig uKii, and punishments as Tie 
p !f-o ses ; that men ought no I to jmlgo Him, but. to make supplication to 
Ilim. He says ho is so weak thai he eould out hope to prevail wilh llim 
in debate, and thai he would r.o; try lo argue with .llim against 'His 
own inscrutable doings, lie believes God lo bo right, great, glorious, and 
holy. If he judges man to be wiekoii, i.lieu it must bo so. This, lie 
believes, lo' bo the supreme proof ■:;:' human gnib.. He denies thai aillio- 
Lloil is proof id' wieki dncs.s, In it that il is a. ike the iiurnoii of i.iie righl.cous 
and the wicked ; and therefore his smlerings do nol condemn him as a 
bad man. He describes his sorrows in. a piteous maimer, nail uses lan- 
guage of murmuring ami complaint. He alleges that Ins (lays are swil't. 
and fail of sorrow, ami be inkes no comfort, lie intimates ihai; G-od is loo 
great to be argued wiih, that. His power makes him dumb, that no days- 
man siaads between hint and God; and that if lied wouhl remove bis 
aflliel.kais, he would express his feelings, without fear. But he also 
declares that if ho should make himself ever so clean, and wash himself 
wit.h saow-waler, Gue. would plunge him in the dill again, afiket hini still 
with a sense of his guilt, aim aoki him nUugo;,lier impure. He amplifies 
these thoughts, with jsrem. latitude of expression, ile expostulates with 
God against Ircali'sg the work of His own hands with such unmerciful 
severity, lie declares thai he is weary of life, mm Hint it bus become a 
burden to llim. He asks God why he deals Urns cruelly with one of His 
own creatures. He acknowledges that ail he has e- from God. ai.d appeals 
to Him to establish bi« irmoeeuec. lie says lli.it God hams him down 
like a linn, and multiplies, agai'iisi diai the lokens of 1 1 is indignation. He 
waxes warmer, even (o desperation, at the idea thai God is his enemy, 
lie therefore longs for dea'i:, craves a iiti.io respite before be descends to 
the land of shadows. ile ilim-iraies, most hoam.i fully, '.he condition, and 
feelings, of evsry good man, ur.iier great afflictions. 

The truth that .liil.dad, in Ms spent- li, expressed, 
Was now, hy Job, in frankness, thus confessed: 
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I know 'tis bo, nor do I this distrust, 
But how alas ! can man, with God, be just ? 
If he contend, as man with man, hath done^ 
Of thousand sins lie cannot answer one. 
Within his heart, is he supremely wise, 
And strength unbounded in Jehovah lies. 
And who, resisting, hath withstood his will ? 
Or been rebellion;.', and ^.Lcoessful stUl ? 
Ho .hurls ilie mo'.inlains from, iiicir natis e spot, 
By force of earthquakes, and they know it not ; 
lie overturns tliein, in His dreadful wrath, 
Wben fires volcanic lift them from their path. 
lie -hakes the earth from out her native pl;iee, 
Her pillars tremble from their lowest base. 
His voice commands the sun, and in the spot, 
It pauseth suddenly, and riscth not ; 
Eclipses, clouds, and tempests raging high, 
Obscure his brightness in the darkened sky. 
The gates of day his power securely bars, 
With clouds, or brightness seals he up the stars. 
He doth alone the heavens, in grandeur spread, 
And on the wa\es of hoary ocean tread. 
He makes Arcturus, in the North afar, 
Revolve in splendor round the polar star; 
Like Bear, and Cubs, pursuing in the rear, 
Or Mourners, following a solemn bier ; 
That never sets, but high about the Pole, 
With orbs attendant, doth forever roll ; 
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To which, the mariner doth look, to guide, 
His dang'rous voyages, on the briny tide. 
He sets Orion o'er th' equator high, 
A girdled giant in the stormy sky ; 
Whose eyes of glory, bright with luster hum, 
And ev'ry way, with orb? celestial turn j 
Bedecked with jewels, countless, soft, and clear, 
That through the telescope, at night, appear. 
He maketh Pleiades, in Taurus, shine, 
With bright rosettes, bespangled, and divine ; 
The sweet effluxes of delightful spring, 
With melted snows, and singing birds, to bring. 
He makes the chambers of the Ewiif.li proclaim. 
The matchless glories of His wondrous name. 
He doeth wonders, which no ken can trace, 
And marv'lous things, no numbers can embrace. 
His chariot wheels, in grandeur, by me roll, 
His works majestic 'illl my raptured soul ; 
He gocth by me in his works, and ways, 
And far outstrips my ever wond'ring gaze ; 
He passeth onward, with l.ranseendent speed, 
And leaves behind him counties* tiling to read, 
The shining orbs that roll, and burn afar, 
Compose his fiery, and majestic oar ; 
In all his works, his motions I can trace. 
But nowhere yet do I behold his face. 
Behold, he taketb lite, and wealth away, 
And who can hinder, or his judgments stay? 
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Or who can say : what doest thou, God ? 

Why smitest thou, with thy chastising rod ? 

If God, his anger, will not clean withhold, 

Then power, and honor. friends, and shining gold 

The aids of pride, to mortals, here below, 

Beneath his judgments he will overthrow. 

Then how much less shall I an answer find, 

Or choose out words, to reason with his mind? 

To whom, though innocent, 1 doomed i'd been, 

Should ho adjudge me guilty still of sin; 

Ho words, in answer, I would dare to speak, 

But instant mercy from my judge would seek. 

If I had called for trial of my cause, 

To prove my innocence before his laws ; 

And he had graciously re plied to me, 

I could not think he'd hearkened to my plea. 

For lo ! he breaketh me with storms of wrath, 

And hurls a tempest all along my path ; 

He grinds me up, in sorrow's cruel jaws. 

And multiplies my wounds without a cause. 

He will not suffer me to take my breath, 

But nils my soul with bitterness, and death. 

If strength, the controversy, shall decide, 

His sovereign power can never be denied. 

If righteous justice litigates my crime, 

Then who, indeed, shall set, for me, the time ? 

If I attempt myself to justify, 

And plead my cause, and make mine own reply; 
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My murm'ring mouth, from rev'ront words exempt, 

Would self-condemn me in the vain attempt. 

If I assert that I am perfect then, 

My luiigue will prove me all perverse again. 

I, perfect! nay, if this I thought were so, 

'Twould be because my soul I did not know. 

But, rather far, my life would 1 despise, 

Surpassed, in glory, hy bis purer eyes. 

This one result, within my mind doth lie, 
And, therefore, truly I, did Urns reply: 
Unequal justice here he doth ('riploy. 
And good, and bad, doth both alike destroy. 
For if a scourge, with sudden vengeance, slays, 
And low, in death, unnumbered victims, lays ; 
He laughs at trials, on his children sent, 
And mocks the suff 'rings of the innocent. 
The earth is given, by }va high commands, 
Completely over into wicked hands. 
The judges' faces oft he cov'reth, when, 
They sit, in judgment, on the crimes of men. 
Knot, then where, upon this earthly clod, 
Is he, or what, or who, indeed, is God ? 
My days are swifter than a flying post, 
They flee apace, and good no longer boast. 
Like skiffs of reeds, (hey swiftly pass away, 
Or like the eagle, hast'ning to her prey. 
And if I say : complaining I'll forsake, 
Renounce my heaviness, and comfort take; 
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My fears return, my sorrows sore I dread, 

My grief'- 1 forebode, my brightest hopes are fled: 

To stay thy hand, thou wilt; not hence consent, 

I know thou wilt not hold me innocent'. 

Adjudged as wicked, i hough I seek the light, 

I'm held as guilty in thy holy sight ; 

My innocence will I not hence maintain, 

For why should I contend with thee, in vain i 

Because I'm weak, and thou art clothed with might, 

I yield to power, and not because 'tis right. 

For if I wash myself, in melted snow, 

And, cleansed with soap, my hands, in whiteness, show; 

No proofs of innocence wilt thou admit, 

Nor once from sin my guilty soul acquit ; 

But, surely then, wilt thou, in anger, pitch, 

And plunge me headlong, in the miry ditch. 

My clothes offensive, and abhorred again, 

Shall show nio forth the most despised of men. 

The mighty content with myself, and thee, 

Is most unequal, now I clearly see ; 

For thou art surely not a man, as I, 

That unto thee, in words, should I reply ; 

Or seek a trial, awed to silence dumb, 

Or both together into judgment come. 

No hope remains to cheer my dark despair, 

No daysman stands between the parties there ; 

To act as umpire, bound with sacred oath, 

To lay his hands upon the tongues of both ; 
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Define tlie law, the evidence compare, 

Restrain the pleadings, and I he right declare. 

Afflicted sore, and crushed beneath his hand, 

On equal terms, I do not with him stand ; 

But let him take his dreadful rod away, 

Let not his fear, my broken soul, dismay ; 

Then I would speak, and fear of him forego, 

But now, alas I with me, it is not so. 

My stricken soul is weary of toy life, 

Cut off from hope, and vexed with pain, and strife. 

I'll give myself to unrestrained complaint, 

And words of bitterness my grief shall paint. 

To God I'll say : do not condemn, but show, 

The mighty cause why thou contendest ho. 

Is it delightful that thou shouldst oppress, 

And torture man, witli unrelieved distress ? 

That thou shouldst, wnntonly, in wrath despite, 

The work thy hands, in wisdom, did devise ? 

And yet, upon the wicked's counsel shine, 

With approbation always so divine ? 

Hast thou the eyes of mortal llesh, to scan, 

The imperfections of thy creature man ? 

To see his faults, as sinful man doth see, 

And watch his ways, with cruel jealousy ? 

The days of man, are also they thy days ? 

Are all thy years like his imperfect ways P 

That thou inquires!; after all my sin, 

And searches! strictly what my crimes have been? 
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Thou knowest I am not a -wicked man, 
And no iniquity did ever plan ; 
And there is none so pow'rfrd in the land, 
That he can rescue from thy mighty hand. 

With womTrous pains, thy hands have wrought me oat, 
And fashioned me together, round about; 
And yet thou dost this curious frame destroy, 
That did the wisdom of thy mind employ. 
Iici!i0in!ii::r, now. I earnestly do pray, 
I'hiii Hioil liasl: made me like the -ignet clay. 
Wilt thou reduce me back to dust again '? 
And try me more than thou dost other men ? 
Hast thou not poured me out, as milky chyle, 
To flow through laoteals, and ducts awhile ; 
Then curdled me, and thrown nie down, like cheese, 
In bones, and organs, as thy skill did please ? 
With bones and sinews thou hast fenced me round, 
"With (lesh, and skin, and downy raiment hound. 
Both life, and favor have been granted me, 
With care my spirit's been preserved by thee. 
These tilings, concealed from mortal eyes apart, 
Ave hid profoundly, in thy secret heart, 
With thee, I know, is the mysterious plan, 
The birth, the growth, (.he destiny of man. 
Upright, afflicted, yet perplexed with doubt, 
I cannot find this mighty myst'ry out. 
For if I sin, thou always markest me, 
And sparest not, from mine iniquity. 
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If I be wicked, as my trials show, 

These woes, unnumbered, justly o'er me flow ; 
If I be righteous, yet afiiieted dread, 
Confounded sore, 1 cannot lift my head- 
In either case, perplexities arise, 
And dire confusion aggravates my cries. 
Behold the sorrows, now my sonl doth share, 
And see the grief that fills me with despair. 
For lo ! it rnagnifieth more, and more, 
And pangs, tin uttered, through my sonl doth pour. 
As roaring lions, hungry, wild, and fierce, 
With claws, and teeth, their captnred prey do pierce ; 
And when the spark of ebbing life hath tied, 
Tear up, at leisure, and devour the dca,d ; 
So thou, 0, God ! with sorrow's poisoned dart, 
Dost pierce me sore through ev'ry vital part. 
Thou turnest on me fiercer than before, 
And tearest marv'llously the victim more. 
Thy plagues against me thou dost oft renew, 
As witnesses lo prove my vileness true. 
Thine indignation on me doth increase, 
Nor fiercer torments, in succession, cease. 
As oft in war, recruits successive go, 
To meet the bold. :rnd oft defiant foe ; 
Or when the battle ra.gcth hot, and fierce, 
And bullets fly, and cruel bayonets pierce ; 
Fresh levies rush, the flying foe to rout, 
Inspired by vdct'ry, and the b attle -shout j 
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So war and changes are against me brought, 

And dreadful battles in succession fought. 

Affliction's army now my soul surrounds, 

And fresh battalions multiply my wounds. 

But why hasl. thou reserved i his wretched doom ? 

Or why produced mo from my mother's womb ? 

Oh I that I then i l: i fl given up the ghost, 

And none had seen me, or the woes I boast, 

I should have been, as if I had not been. 

And never known the hitter curse of sin : 

Hut carried gently l.o an infant's tomb, 

In peaceful slumber from my mother's womb. 

Oli ! God, are not my days of sorrow few ? 

Then cease to vex me, with afflictions new. 

Lot mo alone, and quietly forsake, 

That I may yet some little comfort take ; 

Before I go whence .1 shall not return, 

Where suns, and stars, extinguished, cease to burn ; 

Beyond the realm of ov'iy sighing breath, 

A land of darkness, and the shade of death; 

A place of darkness, dense with blackness grown, 

As black as darkness when it reigns alone ; 

To shades of death, with dire confusion round, 

Where all the light is darkness most profound. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



S FIRST REPLY TO JOB. 



Turs is Zophar's first srieeoh. Without reserve iiy (.Jinnies Job wilh 
loqi.iaoity. strrojonee. and sin. ami as jusilv pmmmod [or his Iniquities. Ir, 
ability, gentleness, and ebarily. he is k ss than either rLipbasi, or Uild'-sd. 
lie exhorts Job to repentance and reformation, as the otiiy means of 
restoration, ami prosperity, llo pursues. I.IjO ourretu strain of Llio other 
sneakers, and bold.s (bat Jolj is ;ji (rjjsht_-;l oeuai..so his is ;i winked ni.'in. 
!!.(! acou.ses him of iisinn; a muihtudo of word., ami also oi" ^elf-righieons- 
iiisss, because 'no maintained his iunocioiee, ami the injusLioe of his nfjlio- 
tions. Ho Kays ho ivis/ios find would sneak 1.0 him, and show him his 
iinu character. He tells him that God exacts of him loss- than his sins 
deserve, lie gives a snblune description !.■[' 1..1-: vaal iir.ss, uuscareiiaide- 
nuss, and power of God. .He declares that man, though born as a wild 
ass's tsoit, v.-ouhi iiunugu the eouuseis, ; : .ud plans of Cod. IIo docs not 
answer Job, nor explain :hc dealings of liod, but d '.veils on his vasfnoss. 
and power, and sot* ionii l.iso obligations of submission. Ho affirms thai. 
Job may yet bo prospered, and happy, if ho wil! roponi. ami yield to (Jed's 
sovereign will, lie tclfs liim that its that, event, lie would forget his 
misery, his age wain Id bo bright as (ho noonday, ho weald lie down in 
safely, and vim Id bo gicat, and raighly ; isi.t if ho would not ropont, and 
submit (o (bad. ho woulii ye( be ou abided more, am:! nioiv. I lis speech is 
severe, immodest, ami inhuman. Ho assumes all along thai Job is a 
notorious hypocrite, stiiokeu down for Ins sins; ami exhorts him, from this 
s(aud-poin(, :■:. pnt si way his iniipnties, am! haul a just, and pious life. 
This must have oecu most mm eking to Job ; yel, acceding to Arabian 
custom, the patriarch sal; patiently, and silently, ana heard him through. 
It is not a matter of won dor therefore thill Job, in his subsequent unswcis. 
sometimes employs saroj^m, irony, and, occasionally severity. Zophar 



When Job had ceased his sorrows to recite, 
Then answered Zophar, the Naamathite. 
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Should not thy multitude of words, declared, 

j.'.e boldly answered, and with truth compared f 

And should a man, so full of windy talk, 

Be justified, when he doth only mock ? 

Or should thy lies, unanswered, still increase, 

And make mankind, in terror, hold their peace r 

When thou dost mock, shalt thou l>e left unblamed ? 

filcill hoiks attempt l,o .make tliee then ;isliamed! 

For thou hast said : My doctrine's pure, and wise, 

And 1 am clean within thy holy eyes. 

But oh ! that God, to thee, himself would speak, 

Unseal His lips, and words against thee seek ; 

That wisdom's secrets he would show to thee, 

For they are double what they seem to be ; 

Infolded, convoluted, and concealed, 

Their wond'rous myst'rics still are unrevealed. 

And therefore know that God exacts of thee, 

Much less, indeed, than thine iniquity. 

Canst thou, by sear dung, fathom God,, or find, 

The deep perfection of His mighty mind ? 

"lis high as heaven, and more, in grandeur, too. 

And what canst thou, an ign'rant mortal, do ? 

'Tis deeper far than depths of hell below, 

And what eanst thou, of bis perfection, know ? 

Its measure's longer than from pole to pole, 

And wider too than broadest oceans roll. 

If He arrest, imprison, and arraign, 

Then who can hinder, or His power restrain P 
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No human force can rescue back again. 
For well lie knows the ways of sinful men. 
The slightest wickedness His eyes do scan, 
Will He not punish ev'ry sinful man ? 
A man of vanity appeareth wise, 
And heavenly wisdom often doth despise ; 
Though he be bom, in wildness, like the ass, 
Or colts, untamed, that crop the mountain grass. 
If, now thyself, I hy heart thou wilt prepare, 
And stretch thy hands to God, in holy prayer ; 
If, in thy hands, iniquity remain, 
The fruit of robbery, or wicked gain ; 
Thy honest soul will, cv'ry whit restore, 
And let no evil, dwell within thy door; 
Thenceforth thy face, unspotted, Hum shalt rear, 
And steadfast be, and free from ev'ry fear ; 
Because thy misery shalt thou forge I., 
Nor feel one sad, or sorrowful regret ; 
Remembered seldom through each prosp'rous day, 
As writers only that lia'.e passed away. 
Thy life illustrious, serene, and bright, 
Shall then be clearer than the noon-day light ; 
As m.oniing beams (lie dusky earth o : urs|n;eait. 
And chase the darkness from its downy bed ; 
So clouds of darkness, now that, round thee dwell, 
Shall fair aurora, cov'ring thee, dispel. 
And thou shalt be, from ev'ry fear, secure, 
e of hope, abounding, firm, and sure. 
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Though now ashamed, and filled with dire disease, 
Then thou shalt rest in safety, and in ease. 
When on thy couch, in peaceful slumber, laid, 
Then none shall como to make thee sore afraid. 
And many, then, from ev'ry land and sea, 
Shall come, and make their humble suit to thee. 
But lo ! the eyes of wicked men shall fail, 
Their flight shall perish like a dying wail ; 
Their hope shall he a puff of breath, at most, 
Or merely like the giving up the ghost, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

■b's first reply to zophak. 

poech with a moat withering sarcasm. Zophar by his 
5 had provoked it " No doubt but ye aro the 
hall die with you." Ue deekuT-s that he had 
a all the multons set to:- u as '.veil ixa they ; 
that iti ureln.:; their well known ;i; mn:i i ;m L^.. ;:.i.d applying Ihetsi 10 hint, 
tiiey had mauii'estorf a iow estimate of Islm kiiowiedeo of divine prineipie.s. 
jlo complains ill at, instead of comfort, they had aiii'moutoil his :nise:ry. 
He. insinuates thai what they supposed to be proibund ii strnotiou were 
only common-place truisms, which did not reach his ease. Ho reargues 
the point that wiakod men do noi; vec"ivo hero the full puniskment Uu<s to 
their skis, out are oii.en ;u o.-perca ; and then se'.s I'bn-li his i\t.owled;"o of tied, 
lip roorovos their narrow views of tJus AhuLdily, and shows thai ho had 
reflected Jar more profoundly upon 1:5m power, and wisdom, and divine 
e,ovornmo:ir,, than they had. urn; poured on Lhem eonfusiou and sbaoic 
iiir their sapposkii: him Lu oo ignorant of those matters. This part of his 
speech discloses tin; eon ;na;a live a'aihi.i e:' the rhlibront sneakers, lie 
descants upon tho s.overeie:n'.y of Goii. in ihe most subbme strains, and 
shows that the beasts ol liio earth, ami the areat c rails observable in 
ii «t aro, doehiro his wisdom, power, and malekless "iory. He declare? that 
His presence is everywhere perceived, hut tha:; his rewanis ar.d puuisii- 
meiit.s are not meted our. aee.ordiue; Co 'lie deseris of men in this lifts. Ho 
earnestly desires to have his cause tried nofaro Ike Ainii-hiy, because he 
heiieves thai .luetic.' would thus b:; done lo kkn. He oloarh. insinuates 
that his friends are most unkind, unjust, uuokaritidile, and severe in "Jieii 

ju ds 1 a units ol' hhu, and desires tl i to ho'd their peace. Tie ];rotcs:s his 

hmneeneo, (icoku'Cs thai he Irosts in Cod. and rhr-.t he v/nubi do so, thoiurh 
he should slay him ; at the same time he remonstrates with Mod ihr al'liet- 
hi.Lf him so unmercifully, ile describes, in the most ueuuliful maimer, the 
brevity of human hie, in which be displays the mma'.cd emotions o:' hope, 
fear, despair, dark !'o:ebodiiie,s concernm^ the ft.l-.ue. and :i desire to lind 
repose in the "-rave, lie alloa-os tiiat man is horn to trouble, and that bo 
must soon perish, and. in view of ibis, asks Cod why he so aih.iets him, 
and why be would not let him take a little comfort here, before iie should 
go to his long home— the grave, lie asserts that, after death, man will 
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not live ngfiin or llie carlii ; tba.-. ii 'to?, cut i.lovm, will s;iriii£- up ;is;;iiu. 
but not so with man. He di.siii's i.-i»u l.o iiiUis Lim in iho jfi;i.ve, until his 
!ji:^i-r is past, u:d :hon to on!l ])i:n ii,ri.l. tlmt ho may speak, and viiidieute 
himself. He implios that now ho Is so we-ii-l;, iimi u^sjioiidenT., iIieu he 
cannot nnsivui' God, and dial, u-idei 1 sore Uials, r:ian :s wasted away, as 
Die wales wash away tin:: stones, and Iho iiiOi.itd.aiiis. lie firls that lio 
is friendless, 1.1; ell. iioei and niau have hodi Ibisakeu Ilia) ; ami undo:' thin 
impression he indulges in complaints, doubts, lours, despondency, unii 
remonstrance; and ni.-iij ii'^-ar 3 tiie deeposi porolexil.y eoneorning his 
pfcsot.it condition, mid future prospects. 

Thus Zophar ceased upbraiding words to find, 

And Job, in answer, freed Lis lab'ring mind : 

No doubt "but ye're the only people true ! 

And wisdom surely all will die with you ! 

But under standing also I possess, 

I fall no lower than yourselves confess; 

Because your speeches are, with maxims, fraught, 

And proverbs also, from the ancients brought ; 

You think they're deep, and will my reason please, 

But who don't know such common things as these ? 

From all this boastful, and upbraiding talk, 

I'm now as one whose neighbors bawdy mock ; 

Who calls on God, inspired by holy fear, 

And God, in answers, doth Ids pleadings hour. 

The man that's just, upright, and inward born, 

By wicked men, is surely laughed to scorn. 

And he that's ready with his feet to slip, 

Is then the victim of the sland'rcr's lip ; 

Or like a torch despised, and cast .away, 

By one rejoicing in meridian day. 

The tents of robbers prosper safe, and sure, 

To God-provokers always are secure ; 
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To their rapacious hand we also see, 
That God Almighty brings abundantly. 
The lower world of animated things, 
The same conclusion, in concurrence, brings; 
That in liis dealings with bis creatures here, 
Rewards, and punishments do not appear. 
But ask the beasts I hat roam the planet free, 
And they shall teach this mighty truth to thee. 
He gives no safety to (he tame, and mild, 
Nor punishes the cruel, fierce, and wild ; 
For lions, wolves, and p:miliors fierce, and fell, 
Devour the lamb, ami jin.ic.t.'cnt gazelle. 
Consult the fowls, of ev'ry tribe and air, 
And they shall also one and all declare : 
The tender, beautiful, and harmless bird, 
Whose morning carol, in the tree, is heard ; 
Has no protection, by Ids power decreed, 
From soaring eagle, or the vulture's greed. 
The gentle, useful, tender, mild, and tame, 
Are oftener chosen than the fiercer game. 
Address the earth, with ev'ry shoot, and tree, 
And it shall teach ibis mighty truth to thee ; 
The pois'nous herbs, and noxious weeds do spoil, 
The useful plant* that cleave the cumbered soil. 
The thistle, brier, and the bramble thorn, 
Arise, and choke the fairest crops of corn. 
The giant trees of ev'ry wooded land, 
Consume the food the smaller growths demand ; 
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The countless fish that swim the briny sea, 

Declare again, this wondrous truth, to thee. 

The scaly monitors, on the lesser breod, 

Of finny beauties, greedily do feed ; 

The beasts, the fowls, the fish, and noxious blades, 

Assert the truth tbe universe pervades ; 

The large and strong, the noxious, fierce, and wild, 

Oppose the wofl.lt, the; innocent, and mild, 

But God for thin, no punishment doth bring, 

On beast, or bird, or fish, or noxious thing ; 

And in his dealings with Ids creatures here, 

Their real characters do not appear-. 

Win.) cannot: see l.hat all those wondrous thing-, 

Have been the labor of I he King of kings? 

Within whose hand, i- ev'ry grade of life, 

And flesh of man, engaged in mortal strife. 

Doth not the ear decide what words arc sweet? 

And taste the mouth the savor'ness of meat? 

The aged, walk in wisdom's hoary ways, 

And understanding lies in length of days. 

The voice of wisdom doth from God resound, 

And strength, unbounded, in bis arm, is found. 

Unerring counsel, to his mind, pertains, 

And understanding, in his spirit, reigns. 

Behold, He breaketh down the works of men, 

And they can never be built; up again. 

He shuts a man, in straits, and hedges round, 

And then, for him, no opening can be found. 
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Behold, the floods He holdeth in the sky, 
And, on the earth, the waters quickly dry. 
He also sendeth them, in fury, forth, 
And then they thvoaghly overturn the earth, 
Inscrutable, in wisdom and m might, 
Deceivers and deceived are in his sight. 
Ho leadetii counselors destroyed away, 
And maketli fools of judges, day by day. 
The power of kings Tie looseth, by His might, 
And girds their loins, with iron girdles, tight. 
And princes plundered, oft, He leads away, 
And overthrows the nighty, in his day, 
The trusty's wisdom surely lie forsakes, 
Discernment also, fiom ihe old, He takes. 
He pours conk/mpt on prince.-", thronchly broke. 
And weakens down the strength of mighty folk ; 
Revealeth myst'ries in the midst of night, 
And bringeth forth the shades of death to light : 
Tneroaseth n;)li.ons, duv-'ug cycles slow. 
And then destroys them by a single blow : 
Enlarge tli nations, with unnumbered men, 
And straightway brings them into si rails again. 
He clouds the wisdom of the people's chief, 
Distracts his counsels, oft without relief; 
He rnaketh rulers wander forth, and stray, 
In wildernesses where there is no way. 
They grope in darkness, without light, or plan, 
And reel, and stagger like a drunken man. 
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Perplexed, unstable, and confused, at length, 

Distracted counsels take away their strength. 

Behold, mine eye hath seen the things I tell, 

Mine ear hath heard, and understood them well. 

And what ye know, the same I also knew, 

I'm not infer'or therefore unto you. 

But O, to God I surely now would speak, 

And words of wisdom, fitly ohosen, seek ; 

Afflicted sorely hy his smiting rod, 

I now desire to reason with my God ; 

To plead my cause hefore His righteous eyes, 

And hear His just, and merciful replies. 

To cruel speeches He will not resort, 

Nor once my words, nor arguments distort. 

But ye are forgers of sophistic lies, 

And all physicians whom I now despise. 

Oh! now that all of you. would hold your peace, 

Your wisdom thus, in vastness, would increase. 

Receive my reasonings, and your word,? rofYitin, 

Ami lei, ll;o pleading,-' of m; lip;; complain. 

For God Almighly will ye .falsely speak ? 

And words sophistical adroitly seek ? 

To vindicate his righteous dealing' here. 

Will ye, hy j-U-lsolioods, make the right appear ? 

To clear his government from every charge, 

Of partial dealing with mankind, at large ; 

Will ye iiil[;'ioioii!=ly invent and talk. 

Deceitful sophistries, and reason mock? 
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Will ye be partial to Ms person too ? 
And act as bribed, and wicked judges do ? 
Unreasonably will ye contend for God ? 
And justify the eliast'niugs of His rod ? 
Assert His dealings equal to my sin, 
Regardless, too, of whs.1: my life lias been ? 
Would it be well, if He should search you out? 
In life, and cha meter, hy gtief, and doubt? 
Can ye deride, and mock IDs mighty plan, 
As wicked man dotli mock his fellow man? 
If ye do persons secretly accept, 
From rank or wealth, or reason- private kept ; 
Although the person God himself might be, 
He'll yet rebuke, and sorely punish thee. 
Shall not His majesty awaken fear ? 
And check your fallacies, so insincere ? 
Shall not His dread inspire a sacred awe ? 
And silence sophistries about his law ? 
Your poor reniemb'ratiees, like ashes tine, 
No force tenacious in themselves combine. 
The apot' terms you ponip.nisly recili 1 , 
Are words of dust to vindicate the right; 
The towers yon build to guard you from attack, 
Are walls of mud thai strength, and safety lack. 
Then hold your peace, and let me now alone, 
That I may speak, in words of plaintive tone ; 
And what on me, afflicted, sore, and dumb, 
Is doomed to fall, upon me, let it come. 
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But why my skin, :itid withered flesh beneath, 
Do I now take within my gnashing teeth ? 
Or why courageously my fate withstand, 
And put my life within my feeble hand '? 
Although he slay me, with destruction grim, 
My soul shall irusi forcvermore in him. 
My ways before him I will yet maintain, 
And my integrity shall still remain. 
My great salvation he shall also be, 
For lo ! no hypocrite his fate shall see. 
Attentively my earn of. speeches iiisur, 
My declarations with a -pitying ear. 
And now, behold, I've ordered all my cause, 
In strict obedience to his heavenly laws ; 
The law and witnesses are on my side, 
And hence I know I shall be justified. 
But who is he that now, with me, will plead ? 
Espouse the cause, and let- the case proceed ? 
For now, in silence, if I hold my tongue, 
My soul, from grief, will out of me be wrung. 
But only two things do not thou to me, 
And then myself will I not hide from thee. 
Withdraw thy hand, and let it far be staid, 
Nor let thy glory make mo sore afraid. 
Then summon me, and I will answer thee, 
Or let me speak, and thou reply to me. 
Relieved from pain, and free from my d 
Restored to vigor, mental health, and e 
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Composed, serene, and hopeful I will stand, 
And take my trial, anil the right demand. 
How many mini; mk|uhies have been ! 
How vast, in multitudei has been my sin ! 
My great transgression make me now to know, 
My sins, unnumbered, clearly to me show. 
Why hidest thou thy gracious face from me ? 
And boldest me to he thine enemy? 
Wilt thou destroy a leaf that swift is driven ? 
Wilt thou pursue the stubble, dry and riven ? 
For bitter things against me thou dost write, 
And sins of you:. Si against ray soul indite, 
My gory feet thou puttest in the stocks, 
Composed of strong, and cruel wooden-blocks ; 
And lookcst narrowly to ev'ry way, 
My froward feet may ever chance to stray. 
A signet print is set upon my heels, 
My great calamity my spirit feels. 
And thus, in rottenness, I waste away, 
As garments perish, and, with moths, decay. 
But man that's bora of woman frail and fair, 
How few his days, and full of anxious care ? 
Perplexed, and tried, arid persecuted sore, 
How full of trouble;!, find forebodings more? 
He comcth forth as blooms the morning flower. 
With tender leaves, and blossoms' richest dower ; 
With I. lushing beauties, purpling e'er his luce, 
And infant dimples, filled with sidling grace. 
4* 
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But nipped by iYosl. (bat chills (In: \ hit! breath, 

He falls a victim to the scythe of death. 

As shadows move with gentle, silent pace, 

And leave behind no vestiges or trace ; 

Across (he fields, and flow'iy meadows wide, 

And curl and vanish on the mountain-side ; 

So man doth flee, as fleeting- shadows go, 

Arii] tarry briefly on the earth below. 

Yet such a one, the creature of a day, 

Dost thou, God, thus angrily survey ? 

Or is it equal that thou l:ir ingest me, 

So weak and frail, to trial now with thee ? 

For who, indeed, can once expect to bring, 

A thing that's clean from out an unclean thing ? 

Not one ; nor hence a mortal will there be, 

Because his days are fixed by thy decree, 

His numbered months, and meted bounds, alas. 

Are so appointed that he cannot pass. 

Remove from him thy jealous, watchful eyes, 

And cease, God, his soul to agonize ; 

Till, like a hireling, toiling day "by day, 

lie U; I'm iuatos upon Ihe earth his stay. 

For lo ! there's hope of ev'ry vital tree, 

Although cut down, and felled the trunk may be ; 

That soon again the thrifty roots will grow, 

And shoot their sprouts from out the stump below. 

The tender branches never hence will cease, 

But be renewed from out its own increase ; 
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For trees in trees successive growths contain, 

And boundless forests still within remain. 

Although the roots within the earth below, 

From hoary time, may aged wax, and grow ; 

And though the stock that on the ground doth be, 

Decayed, and withered, may forever die ; 

Yet through the scent of water it will spring, 

And boughs, and blossoms, in profusion, bring ; 

Like herbs and plants that vernal buds renew, 

Refreshed, and glitt'rihg with the pearly dew. 

But man he dietli, and, doth pass away, 

A wasted temple of dissolving clay. 

Yea, man, cut down, and prostrate, like the tree, 

Expires, and then O, where alas ! is he ? 

No vital germ, nor living root survives, 

To sprout, and blossom with successive lives. 

As shallow waters from the lake decay, 

And noisy torrents wholly dry awa.y : 

So man doth slumber in his dusty berth, 

And come no more, upon the shores of earth ; 

0ii1.il the heavens: their vigils oen&e to keep, 

Shall he not rise from out his wakened sleep. 

O, God, this one request my soul doth crave, 

That thou would st hide me in the lonely grave ; 

Secure against affliction's sweeping blast, 

Until the fury of thy wrath be past ; 

Thai, limn n orads.t set a fixed, appointed time, 

To visit me in that far distant clime ; 
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And there, secure from ev'ry mortal strife. 

Remember me, and bring me back to life. 

But ah ! is not this pleasing hope in vain ? 

If man shall die, shall lie not thus remain 1 

If once he pass from this abode of men, 

Shall he revive, and live on earth again ? 

Alas 1 I doubt that such will be my fate, 

And hence my wartUre, on the earth, I'll wait ; 

Perform my service in submission dumb, 

Until at last my happy change shall come. 

And then thy voice shall call aloud for me, 

And I shall hear, and go to answer thee. 

So great for me will he thy love divine, 

That thou shalt long, and, M:ini:liud with paleness, pirn 

To show compassion, and relax demands, 

And hless the work of thy almighty hands. 

And yet a strict inquiry thou wilt make, 

For now thou mimb'rest all the steps I take, 

Dost thou not know in what my faults have been ? 

Dost thou not watch, and guard my ev'ry sin ? 

Mistakes, and errors, vice and virtue mixed, 

By thee are counted, anil the sum affixed. 

Within a bag is my transgression sealed, 

And marked, and kept. Jo be by thee revealed. 

Engrossed, and numhered, and reserved by thee, 

Thou sewest up my whole iniquity. 

As mountains fall, wiien earthquakes shako and roar, 

And fade and vanish, to appear no more ; 
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As rocks by torrents, far removed, are swept, 

No more to dwell where once in peace thoy slept ; 

As running water wears the atones away, 

Whose fine attmknis never backward stray; 

As sandy banks that tumid rivers sweep, 

No more return upon their shores to sleep ; 

So thou destroyest all the hopes of men, 

If once they die, that they'll return again ; 

To dwell, the same as they had done before, 

In tents of clay, upon this mortal shore. 

Against a man thou ever dost p-rcvnil, 

And lo ! he passeth like an idle gale. 

His countenance thou changest too by death, 

And sendest him away, a puff of breath. 

His sons, on earth, are raised to honor's lot, 

But he, in Sheol, surely knows it not. 

He shall not feel the dancing joy that runs, 

And thrills the heart when honor erowns his sons. 

By sore afflictions they are humbled low, 

But he perceivetb not that it is so. 

His counsel, love, and sympathy no more, 

Shall consolations on his children pour. 

His m<il<i'riu<;; fle.-h (shall in the grave remain, 

And, slowly wasting, shall "be filled with pain. 

His soul within him shall in Sheol mourn, 

From earth and kindred, now in anguish torn. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ELIPHAZ'S SECOND REPLY TO JOB. 

Jor.'s three f'ii.ii a.is hiiviJ now spoken once each. Job has readied fo 
each one in turn. This speech of Kiipha? eor.nnenees the second series of 
1.1 us controversy. Ho is the most sagaciaus aigumemaiive, and mild of 
the three. HfNU'cuses. J'u'.i of yam;.y, msl uuproliiaele :.;il'.c. He loproaeiies 
him wiLh impiory, in tsisli"^ oil' tic ic-nr of God, n.nd asserts that the 
proofs of his o-i;llr; jsiv- manifest in his ii i l.-i. 1 vi ews about ihe d: vine gevern- 
ment. He chare.es him with great- arrogance, ii; ;i:'cl.e!',diug to know the 
secret of Cou. mid in speaking as if he wo-e bom before die hills, and 
oven before any olhcr man flo alleges Unit in: n:id his fiieuus had bolter 
onpoil.i.milics lo kn:iw the truth, silica Limy were in eanmniniciition with 
sages older than his rather. He represents very vividly the miserable 
condition of a nicked man. He abounds in apothegms, and maxims 
apparently drawn from tko wisdom of preceding ages, with a 
prove thai; [lis id'llioiious are proofs of his guilt. He also intimi 
calamity and I. limbic are the measure of one's .sins, lie deemed Job a 
very ei Ira ordinary sheer because of his cAlraordina'y sufferings. Ho 
refers to his vision of a spirit r.m.i :.l:e Ih.hL so; forth therein thai mortal 
man cannot be purer than Lis Maker; th:it He charges his angels with 
folly, and therefore it is not hkeiy tiial Job is fnuhbss. He alleges 
autinuii.y in proof of what inijii.t ue expected lo be I lie rosu'f of manifhst 
wickedness. He gives a grap'.dc description al" the comiition of a wicked 
Iran ; declaring that he travel's in pain ; is subject lo tear, and alarm ; 
would bo insecure in any degree of sneeoss or prosperity ; wouhf winder 
for bread; and ii'O'.iblo :md sorrow wuiilii be bis pursuers. Ho tells Job 
that he assaults (io'i. and lushes on bis bnckler; tlint he resists his will 
mid therefore eavmut hop:: to prosper, lie declares tiiat snob a man most 
bo miserable. poo-, dishonored, ami of brief o.iisroiico on the earth. IIo 
warns him not to tru-d in vanity, nor to reiy on flic hope o" the hypocrite : 
that, in suoh an evert, he woolu be cut down, like unripe fruit, before his 
time ; and be like a faded and perished flowor. 

EHphaz now the speechless silence broke, 
And words upbraiding thus to Job he spoke : 
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Should knowledge vain a man of wisdom speak, 

And empty arguments in answer seek'? 

Should he inflate himself with eastern wind, 

Tcmpest'ous, sultry, and with heat combined? 

And blow it forth in tins..!. si initial sides, 

Pretending wisdom in his speech prevails ? 

Or reason foolishly, and simply mock, 

And deal in vain, unprofitable talk ? 

Or bold discourses, in a pompous mood, 

Wherewith he surely doth no lasting good ? 

For thou dost make religion truly void, 

And moral motives are by thee destroyed. 

If God rewarded noi. the wicked hero, 

Thou easiest off divine, and holy fear. 

If righteous lives, with God, are all in vain, 

Then prayer to Him dost thou at i_m.ee restrain. 

Behold thy mouth proclaims thy sin again, 

For thou hast chosen tongues of crafty men. 

Thy subtleties against the truth of God, 

Reveal the guilt (.lint, justifies his rod. 

Thy month itself condemneth thee, not I, 

Behold, thy lips against thee testify. 

Art thou the man that first on earth was born? 

Doth hoary wisdom thus thy mind adorn ? 

Wast thou created long before the hills ? 

Whose ancient birth the soul with wonder thrills ? 

Hast thou, an offspring of :he senseless clod, 

Been taught the plans, and purposes of God ? 
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Hast thou a listener imto God remained, 
And now all wisdom to thy self retained ? 
"What knowest thou that we have now forgot ? 
Or understandest which ourselves do not ? 
The old, and hoavy-headed here with thee, 
Arc; elder than thy father lived to ho. 
Are all the consolations God addressed, 
Li former speeches, small hy thee confessed ? 
Are words of kindness uttered unto thee. 
All disregarded through thy sophistry'? 
Why doth thy heart [■ran sport tli.ee far away? 
Why yield to passions, not to reason's sway ? 
And what do these thy winking eyelid- show '? 
Why roll thy eyes, and shoot their fury so ? 
That thou shovddst turn thy sell' against thy God, 
And curse the chast'nings of his holy rod ? 
Inspired hy haughtiness, and pride of heart, 
And let such words from out thy mouth depart ? 
Declaring oft with proud, and vain delight, 
That thou art righteous in his holy sight ; 
That God is 1 .lie rt fore cruelly severe, 
And dealeth mercilessly with thee here. 
lint what is man thai, he should once he dean, 
And bear the image of his Maker's mien ? 
Or what is he that is of woman horn, 
That righteousness should e'er his life adorn ? 
So vile is man, and full of moral taints, 
No trust He putteth in his holy saints ; 
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But, unapproachable, He dwells in light, 

And heaven itself is filthy in his sight ; 

And how much more than angel hosts above, 

In heaven's transcendent purity, find love ; 

Is embryotic, vile, and loathsome man ? 

Depraved, and jrross, in ev'ry deed and plan ? 

That drinks -with greed iniquity, and sin, 

As thirsty camels drink the waters in ? 

Behold I now will show this truth to thee, 

With strict attention therefore hear thou me ; 

And what I've seen, and treasured up with care, 

Will I, in frankness, unto thee declare ; 

With apothegms, and hoary maxims fraught, 

From ancient wisdom, former ages taught ; 

Which !s;tgcs; Fpnir.r; [Votu fathers gray and old, 

To generations later always told ; 

To whom the virgin earth alone was given, 

Amongst whom passed no stranger under heaven ; 

That God, according to his heavenly plan, 

Chastiseth only the unrighteous man. 

In pain he travels all his earthly days, 

Tormented also in unnumbered ways. 

The tyrant's years are bidden, and unknown s 

By sudden vengeance often overtiirown. 

A dreadful sound resouudeth. in his ears, 

And frightful noises suddenly he hears. 

The law, the crime, the penalty severe, 

The officer pursuing hard and near ; 
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In frightful visions scare him ev'rywhere, 
Torment his soul, and drive him to despair. 
When most secure, rind |>n"«p'rous in his day, 
The fell destroyer sweeps liim swift away ; 
Out oil' from wealth, and happiness, and home, 
A lonely stranger through the earth to roam. 
From darkness, trouble, and confusion sore, 
He fears alas ! that he'll return no more, 
Awaited also of the cruel sword, 
He lives in dread of perils most deplored. 
Abroad he wandered! for daily bread, 
In hunger saying ; where shall I be fed? 
He knows that d<.:C|ier darkness is at hand, 
As forth he travels through a friendless land. 
Affliction, trouble, worrmient, and care, 
Shall make him fear, and tremble with despair. 
These forces sure against him shall prevail, 
As kings prepared to hurl their battling hail- 
He maketh God bis dread, opposing foe, 
Yet by his power shall he be humbled low. 
He stretcheth forth his hold, audacious hand, 
Against Jehovah, and His just command; 
With forts, and breastworks, made of earth and clod, 
He fortifies against the power of God. 
Ho runneth on him, charging bold, and quick-, 
With haughty neck, and shields, with bosses thick. 
Licentious pleasure, beastly from excess, 
With free libations, and volupt'oi 
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Ilia bloated face, with wanton fulness, hides, 

And monstrous collops makes upon his sides. 

He dwells hi cities desolate from death, 

In houses which no man inhabiteth ; 

In which the viper, bold, malignant, creeps, 

And which are tumbling into ruined heaps. 

Abounding wealth shall nevermore supply, 

The luxuries .for which his smut shall sigh; 

His former substance he shall not regain, 

But poor, and squalid he shall hence remain; 

His vast possessions never shall expand, 

And spread themselves abroad in all the land. 

Remorse and anguish shall devour his heart, 

And out of darkness he shall not depart; 

The flames, with ardor, shall his bran dies dry, 

And thro ugh his mouth his wretched soul shall fly. 

Deceived by sin, allured by shining dust, 

In vanity let him not put his trust. 

For if he does, behold, and learn from hence, 

That vanity shall be his recompense. 

Like trees, cut down, before they've reached their prime, 

His life on earth shall not complete its time ; 

His branches also, once so thrifty seen, 

Decayed and dried shall nevermore be green. 

But he shall shake his grape unripe away, 

As oft the vine denies its own decay ; 

Ami east Vh flow 'rings, blighted and uubloWBj 

As blasted olives cast away their own. 
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The congregation hypocrites create, 
Of flocks and herds, of children and estate ; 
With desolations, hurled across their path, 
Shall be destroyed "by God Almighty's wrath. 
A fire, consuming in its fury free, 
Shall "burn to ashes haunts of bribery; 
For mischief only do they all devise, 
And bring forth vanity by telling lies. 
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CHAPTER X. 

JOB'S SECOND HEPiT TO TT. T.TPHAZ . 

This speech of Job, in answer i.o K lie I if.;-., Is "epleto with lan£uae;e of 
complaint, bii '.'.t 1 1 ess, and dlslress. rllhilce-. lied, in n termor speech, spoken 
v.-LLh tenderness. iiT.icloasnoss, and consideration ; bet in bis hist sposcli, 
to which Job now replies, lie is very severe, iie implies that Job is 
urinilstf.knbiy a very wicked ■nan, iiicoriie.ible, and p-i?.-t li uline: favor with 
God. Job wai ;i .Sheik. ■.:■ L- Kmi:, si jiakv. or i Lieut sltate at tin.' iu-ad of a 
tribe, Eliiiliii* intimstes tha; he was entity of bribery, and that be would 
be Ijeiiably 

refers to Job. This was very provoking to the pattiareh, ami called lorlh 
ii powerful reply. He says ;.o Iris throe lYlcnils that it is easy to speak as 
they had done ; 1. 1 _ :.i r. if tboy were to change places, In; could use similar 
lai;e,T.rigo l-esp-ecinc; r.heui. but would not ; that he would ranker comfort, 
them. Lie describes Irs sorrows in touching and graphic ir.n^ua^o. Tie 
declares thai; God lias made him weary, tilled him will; wrinkles, tern ijisu 
in bis wrath, delivered him tu the una >diy, surpi ieed him when al ease, 
compassed him about, and rushed on him like a ga'.it. I le 1e,t thai he 
did not deserve such treatment; that his hie was innocent, and his prayers 
pure. Driven to desperation through suiierin^, ami the reproaches of his 
prei ended friends, lie apoeais t.o 1!io earth noi, i.o cover his bleed, but dis- 
close his wrongs, raid begs tlint his blood might rry out- fro;;i liio ground 
ir attesiation of his innocence, lie. desires io plead Iris cause before i.iod, 
thiii. lie might olraiu juslieo i'rem one who eouid appreciate him. am: not 
deride him. and rooroneh liim, like iiis friends. He intimate;, that soon 
this unnatural warfare will be over, and he sliail go to the land of shades, 
to sleep in pence, lie complains bitterly of iiis friends, and says that 
mockers are with him, whose henr'.s (hid had hid from understanding, and 
who could never be exnhed. Although now a, by- word, yet. he declares 
thai the time would conic, when upright mon would be astonished at iiis 
fate; would wonder al his aUliouons, tae treachery, nr.d cruelty of his 
friends, and the needed of i led to vindicate him. lie jiroehiiins it os a 
(treat inu.li that lie rigliteoiis st.o:ila hold on his way. but that amongst 
;iil his friends not one wise man was iouiui. Me looks to the grave as liie 
only termination of his calamities. He was ready to esli oarrufilien his 
hlher. and ihe worm Ids sister, iind imt'ier. Tln.-y were iiis best friends, 
and would receive him wills joy. and give him rusL 

Tlicn Job replied, witli doep emotions stirred, 
Such things as these, how many I have beard ? 
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Instead of friends in time, of special need, 

Ye're miserable comforters indeed. 

Professing much with pity to condole, 

Tour bitter speech afflicts my wounded soul. 

Shall words of wind a limit find with thee ? 

Or what emboldens thee to answer me ? 

For I could speak as bitter as ye do, 

And string together ancient, maxims too. 

If you were standing in my wretched place, 

Then I could throw invectives in your face ; 

Recite the sayings of the ancient dead, 

And at you shake contempt'ously my head. 

But then with words, i.uwearieiL and at length. 

My mouth would give you unabated strength ; 

My quiv'ring lip?, expressing sweet relief, 

"With gentle words' would much assuage your grief. 

But though I speak my grief is not appeased, 

If I forhear hi nothing I" am eased. 

If I attempt to clear myself from blame, 

My dreadful snff'rings still remain the same. 

Though I suhm.it in silence to my fate, 

I find no comfort in my wretched state. 

Entreaty, silence, argument, or plea, 

Avail me not with cither God or thee. 

For now hath God exhausted all my might, 

And made me weary in this useless fight ; 

His blast hath touched my long enjoyed estate. 

And made my house forever desolate. 
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Drawn up with pain, no balm doth yet assuage, 

As wrinkles draw the withered face of age ; 

Compressed and bound before his holy eyes, 

Lite fettered lambs when tied for sacrifice ; 

My piteous, wrinkled, and contracted plight, 

Becomes a witness in thy jeitlous night. 

My leanness, rising in its loathsome place, 

Belies me also to my conscious face, 

The false appearance now displayed by me, 

Divine displeasure seems to prove to thee. 

As timers seize and tear their trembling prey, 

That cross, mi warned, ihoii.' watched, and. guarded way; 

So now my foe doth spring from out his path, 

And seize and tear me in Ms boundless wrath. 

Willi gnashing teeth he fiercely at me flies, 

And sharp'neth on me both his hostile eyes. 

He darts his looks, and on me sets his gaze, 

As eyes of lions throw their fiery bhize. 

With gaping mouths, like savage beasts that spring, 

My cruel friends their bitter speeches fling. 

They smite me sorely with reproachful blows, 

And deal their vengeance on my cheeks and nose. 

Agreed, conspiring, and united strong. 

They come together, and revile me long. 

And God my soul hath made for righteous ends, 

To be the captive of ungodly friends. 

A prisoner also to his just commands, 

He's hurled me headlong into wicked hands. 
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I dwelt at case before this dreadful stroke, 

But He hath, crushed me :u\<\ asunder broke. 

As cruel brutes th.it hunt Hie smaller prey, 

Do seize the neck, and fiercely shake and slay; 

So He did take rue by the strangled neck, 

And hurl and crush me to a broken wreck. 

He set me np exposed to public view, 

A shining mark to shoot His arrows through. 

He comes not forth alone to pierce and wound, 

!Lis skilful archers compass me around, 

He cleaves my reins asunder with hia darts, 

From ev'ry pore the crimson fountain starts. 

His pr.iel.Ised shooters draw the twanging bow, 

And spare no pains the arrows true to throw. 

He pours my gall, with ev'ry hissing sound, 

In streams of gore upon the thirsty ground. 

With breach on breach he breaks me sore alarmed, 

And runneth on me like a giant armed. 

I've sewed the sackcloth on my broken skin, 

In mournful token of my chastened sin. 

My hom of strength, of glory, power, and trust, 

Have I defiled, and covered deep, with dust. 

With grief and tears my face is hot and red, 

The cloud of death is dark around my head. 

"lis not because injustice stains my hands, 

My [>r:iyor is pure, and just are liis commands. 

O, earth, in thee, my blood do not conceal, 

But let it speak, and all my wrongs reveal ; 
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JOBS SECOND REPLY TO ELIPHAZ. 

Let not my cry a hiding place obtain, 
But sound abroad o'er ev'ry land and main. 
l>ehol<l, in heaven, my glorious witness shinns. 
My record's bl.a/.oiiod in celestial lines. 
My mocking friends deride me now with jeers, 
But unto God mine eyes will pour their tears. 
And oh! that man might now contend with God, 
And know the reasons of his chast'ning rod ; 
As man contendeth with his neighbor here, 
And makes the justice of his cause appear. 
A few more yours wlic.ro suns and planets burn, 
Then I. shall go whence I shall not return. 
My breath's corrupt, my spirit now is spent, 
My days extinct, my body prone and bent ; 
The graves are ready for my sinking head, 
Where sleep the ashes of the mighty dead. 
Are not the mockers still deriding me ? 
Doth not mine eye their provocation see? 
0, God, a pledge, or solemn bond lay down, 
That power almighty shall not on me frown. 
Some good security produce for me, 
That in this controversy now with thee, 
On equal terms the trial shall proceed, 
And I my cause may fairly with thee plead- 
In confirmation, who indeed is ho, 
That now will strike his t';tii,hful hands with me ? 
I'Yom these, my friends, so cruel .ami perverse. 
That words upbraid lug only do rehearse ; 
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To thee, 0, G-od, in safety I appeal, 

And plead that justice thou wilt hence reveal. 

For understanding in the inmost part, 

Hast thou concealed from their deluded heart , 

And therefore thou shalt not exalt them hence, 

In honor, wisdom, and discerning souse. 

For he that fails sincerely to defend, 

A trusty, righteous, and devoted friend ; 

But yet betrays him as a lawful prey, 

To ev'ry spoiler that besets his way ; 

Shall see the eyes of all his children fail, 

And dire calamities around prevail. 

The people's by-word he doth me accord, 

Before their face am I esteemed abhorred. 

Mine eye, with weeping, did so often swim, 

That now from sorrow it is red and dim. 

My members, too, are like a shadow rare, 

A skeleton reduced by grief and care. 

And upright men shall wonder far and near, 

At my calamities, and treatment here ; 

That Cod such suffrings on bis creature sends, 

lietrayed, and mocked by ;tll his former friends. 

The innocent shall stir themselves anew, 

Against the friends that do me thus pursue. 

The righteous also on his way shall hold, 

And, like the lion in his strength, be bold. 

And he whose hands, from ev'ry stain are clean, 

Shall sure be stronger, and still stronger seen. 
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But as for you, let all at once return, 

And now depart, for you I justly spurn. 

Begone from hence, forsake my weeping eyes, 

I find among you none that's truly wise. 

My days are passed, my purposes are hroke, 

My projects crushed beneath this dreadful stroke. 

The restless night with me is changed to morn, 

And gloomy darkness on the light is born. 

The one is restless, tilled with spectres dread, 

The other gloomy, sad, and quickly fled. 

I look to Sheol as the final home, 

Of yiciK-ijJ'uI shadows where my soul shall roam. 

I spread my bed within its quiet shade, 

And there ray spirit -hail lie gently laid. 

To foul corruption I will hence avow : 

Behold, lliou art my kindly father now. 

The noisome worm by me is hence confessed, 

To be my mother and my sister blessed. 

But where's the hope that oft my bosom thrilled ? 

And who shall see this pleasing hope fulfilled? 

To Sheol's bars my expectations bend, 

When I and they shall both to dust descend. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
bujjad's second reply to job. 

Tilis is lliklati'.s second spcoeh in reply to Job. It consists ehieily of 
apothegms and maxims of nneien:. vdsdom showing l.ke end of tho wie.ked, 
end strongly mi.inial.mg a reference lo Jul;. II'.; wins lo desire, to show 
ilns nattLueh Unit the wicked will surely be. punished, lie cub ibrlh Iho 
various CidannVies tint !;el;;l the unrighteous man, Iho end of which is to 
prove liial; grci.it ealamiLes i.viply K reat -nilt, 1 [e evidently regarded Job 

;ii a ven i .in in. i i. 1 he therefore b s obi ions rolei'erieo to him as the. 

wk.wd iii'.'-'i of whom ho speaks. Ho very boldly reproves Job for the 
rash and irileuporate miinr in '.'.'hie') lie b:;d r\ pivs-ed SiLh co;n| In in Is 
riinl iimviiiLfslssiiiii. lie aeeu.sos him. in n vory e.iuslle strain, of bcina 1 pro- 
lix, windy, ami mrpfms. 1 b; alkies that Job had ■clvioIui! him, and his 
hionds ns lmwollhy of eonlideueo, iil'1 even as wile, beasts. Ho complains 
of Jolrs nrmi>"iQi!e, and haughtiness. He give? a very lively and graphie 
deserh.ition of iho eala'ritios wiiieb must inovii-niily overtake the widied. 
lit declares that his h^nf in bis tabernacle will be eitLiugm'slied ; his own 
sebemes. rmr; devices will destroy him : lie wi.l lie taken in his own net: 
will be nnexpe etc illy sei/.ed by rohbers; terrors will ahum him; his 
strength will be exhausted : 1: .■ will b,.i i . ■ :■ i i ■ j 1 : ' donai to Q'.'a.lh : brimstone 
well l.'i j sprinkled on ids liwc'lmg ; he. win bo like a tree whose roots, mid 
'toughs are decayed ; his memory will petish in l.ko land; he will be 
chased out of the world; his mune will inglorious 1 y terminate ; and all 
who succeed him will he astonished ut his eompiel.e. and miserable over- 
throw. He intended to have Job feel Ida!: all this rei'.HTed to him. with a 
view to cause him to repent, and turn to God, and he ptosperous, am! 
happy. lie is caustic, severe, uumerdfu!. Job was -tune; to the he.i:T, 
and lillei.l witb roneweii grid'; L uid anguish. His iiillo'.vin:; reply show's 
the sorrow' a good man i" els. wdi-en misimiioLsieod. calumniated, and con- 
' 'y delinquencies. 



Then answered Bildtiri, and his mind expressed, 
In sharp reproaches, not uBlike the rest. 
How long before complaints will you forsake ? 
How long before tin end of speeches make ? 
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Rebellious murm'rings only you express, 
In windy words, and strains of sore distress. 
Consider well ; a diff 'rent manner seek, 
Use sounder words, and after we will speak. 
But wherefore now, in making thy defense, 
Account us worthless, and devoid of sense ? 
Like beasts, unworthy rational replies, 
And vile repute us in thy haughty eyes ? 
0, thou! that tearest dreadfully thy soul, 
Whom rage and anger wholly now control; 
Art thou the only man in all the world f 
Must., everything from out thy path be hurled ? 
Shall all the earth, at once, forsaken be, 
To make a royal dwelling-]*] ace for thee? 
Before thy proud, enraged, and haughty face, 
Shall rocks remove from out their native plate ? 
Shall God's immutable, and wise decree, 
Be set aside, especially for thee ? 
The wicked's lighi in darkness shall expire, 
No glowing flame shall shine from out his fire ; 
Within, his house the light shall all be dark, 
His waning lamp shall give no cheerful spark. 
His steps of strong! h, euibarras-ed. and unblest, 
Shall all be slraiji-hkaii'd. hindered, and compressed. 
The artful plans Ids crafty mind doth frame, 
Shall cast him down in poverty and shame. 
His steps are tangled in the self-same net. 
His own devices did for others set. 
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There's none to blame for woes he thus doth meet, 
The net he sought with free, and willing feet. 
He walketh strangely on the artful snare, 
IBs hands for others did with skill prepare. 
The cruel gin shall take him by the heel, 
The concurring robber shall his soli stance peel. 
Within the ground a hidden snare doth lie, 
A secret trap in set before his eye. 
Tormenting terrors rise on ev'ry side, 
Alarm his soul, and keep him terrified ; 
Harassed, and scattered, oft he sorely feels, 
And disconcerted, plies his nimble heels. 
His strength an hungerbitten shall abide, 
And swift destruction journey by his side. 
His bony structure covered with his skin, 
Shall be devoured by virus from within. 
The worst disease, the eldest born of death, 
Shall eat his strength, and take away his breath. 
His confidence his dwelling-place shall fly, 
His hope, uprooted from his tent, shall die. 
Alarms, disease, and famine soon shall bring, 
His wasted form to death's terrific king. 
Within his house, with dreadful terrors fell, 
Shall vast destruction ever after dwell. 
Because alas ! his house is none of bis, 
But cursed, forsaken, and detested is. 
And scattered brimstone shall o'erspread the land, 
Where proud Ms habitation once did stand. 
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Himself and children shrill forever be, 

The truthful picture of a blasted tree. 

His roots beneath shall all be dried away, 

Cut oft' above, hi* brandies shall decay. 

His perished menTry, from the earth erased, 

On sculptured pages never shall be traced. 

His desolation shall be thus complete, 

And he shall have no name upon the street. 

From light to darkness shall he swift be hurled, 

And headlong driven from a scorning world. 

Among his people, no relations dear. 

Nor son, nor kin, shall on the earth appear. 

Within his dwellings, once so thronged around, 

Shall no survivor evermore be found. 

And future ages, filled with great dismay, 

Shall be astonished at his dreadful day ; 

As ;dl (.hat lived coeval with his time, 

Laid hold on horror at his monstrous crime. 

Behold the dwellings of a gilded clod. 

And msirk the pJaoe of one that knows not Cod. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

job's second reply to bildad. 

Hun repiies io lliidad. His ]a:i;i;i:; : ;e. and thoughts are bea.utiful He 
complains in ii vc:y louohiug and Liu ji.br mam-.ei' of the want oi" sympathy 
in liia friends, and o: their considering liis a llie",ious as certain tokens of the 
oiviuo indignation. II u iiiabtaiLis, in ll very eai ucsl and graphic man: hi:'. 
ll'itt- bis calamities proceed from a. sovereign God, in liis inscrutable 
wisdom, for lessons wholly concealed: Out not j.s chastisements lor his 
sins. Although ho found ii, dihieult f diy in iinswo;' the sovrliKtieid reason- 
ings of liig friends, mid rep))' to ike apothegms and inn.iiins reeked from 
imticully; ye: ho denied thai, his eakunkies proved his guilt. He pot? 
forth, inn most piteous, nnri pathe-tic maiuiot', ike depth and extent of his 
deep, and tunica mlilo saTciiugs ; willi n view i;o show- that he sheuid 
receive tin- eoiniuisointio'i, lun.l condolence of Lis friends: instead oi' i.keir 
reproaches. :uni condemnation. I:i this CJiuuierutio'i of alllietiuns from 
God. ho declares Quit God Lad overthrown liini ; refused to hear him; 
hud bodged up his way; stripped hiin of ids glory: destroyed liiiu on 
e'very side; k i ri . i ! . . I his lytnth against him; made him an alien mid 
slranger to Lis own family; ami thai young children had reviled ami 
insnited him. iio beseeches his frkcids, in ike most imploring maimer, 
to have pity upon him; and inquires why they should iuereaso his 
sorrows by continued reproaches. Hut hiuiiug thai, all he ooulisay, had 
no effoot upon them, and that they s:ill remained unmoved: lio very 
lijcliiiciy ami eloquently sets kiiti. bis wish rli'H Jiis .-.peeehes might, bo 
■ji.it- hi the rook, and engraved on tie ledges, "ir.ii malted lead forever ; in 
order thai. posLeilly miglit read lis I rials and his defense ; aaa accord to liini 

i La:- : u^i;\\ and eom:-.is:;"at : ;,-. v.- : i i e : i i.is ■;. ::e'ii.! lik-nds denied aim. 

lie does not oven [eel in; ■lined to wait so lung lia vindication, lv.it ends o i 
■:-: uci to attest bis innocence. Lie expresses sl.ruiig faith in Ihe justice or 
God. and a belief thai ho would espouse his cause, and rodeoin his own 
character from reproach. His iiiil.h is very strong in inis liurd dc:iyera.ne.e, 
and sjilva'ion ; in hi,-; triumphant resurrection and ghail'i cation ; although 
ids trials might continue: ins friends miglit misconceive his real einiraeter ; 
and his minhligaied sukbrings might seem to move his groat guilt. Ho 
declares thai, bis friends oughi to h.tvc treated him more compassionately, 
mill perceived that the roci; of i.tie nutl.ter was in hi:n ; and Lnat, though 
cruelly afflicted, he stili possessed true piety. He strongly intimates that 
they bad reason to i:\-pect- a just retribution lb:- such ni.brolhcrly, and 
inhuman conduct 

Then Job to Bildad thus replied and said ; 
Have human feelings from your bosoms fled ? 
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JOB S SECONU EEl'LT TO BILDAD. 

How long my soul will ye with speeches vex ? 

Break me in pieces, and with words perplex ? 

How long before your tongues will cense to bruise, 

And crushing blows upon my head refuse f 

These ten times now have your reproaches Cell, 

In words consuming like the flames of hell. 

Like breaking rocks wit!) oil. repeated blows, 

Ye shameless stun mc with opprobrious throws. 

Allow indeed thill. I hive erred wide, 

With me alone my error doth abide. 

Since ye exalt yourselves in pride so high, 

And dare yourselves; against me magnify ; 

Since on the truth yo all do so encroach, 

And plead the grounds of my severe reproach ; 

Asserting oft with specious reasoning built, 

That these my surTrjngs prove, my monstrous guilt ; 

Be now instructed that these judgments sore, 

No broken laws, nor furtive chances pour ; 

But know that God Almighty's hand alone, 

My great prosperity lutth overthrown. 

Instead of stumbling on the snares I sot, 

'Tin God Himself that caught me with his net. 

I cry from violence, and hope deferred, 

And yet my cry remaineth still unheard; 

Aloud I pour my plaintive wails around, 

But nowhere justice to my soul is found. 

For neither God my sufi'rings doth abate, 

Nor friends commiserate my doleful state. 
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As oft before the weary trav'ler's eye, 

Obstructing trees, and rocks, and fences lie ; 

So 'when I journeyed pleasantly along, 

And prayer and praises were my daily song ; 

Jehovah fenced my happy way, alas ! 

So thi-oughly up that now I cannot pass. 

As on the ti'iiv'ler night, descends profound, 

Conceals the way, and makes him wander round; 

So God Himself, inscrutably in wrath, 

Hath stationed darkness all along my path. 

Of all my glory he hath stripped me bare, 

And from my head the honored crown did tear. 

Possessions, health, tintl family no more, 

Of earthly happiness compose my store. 

As cities, towns, and houses are thrown down, 

"When wars and earthquakes angrily do frown ; 

Thus God, in judgment, hath on ev'ry side, 

Destroyed me throughly, with ailliethms tried. 

.And now I'm gone, and near to death appear, 

Overwhelmed with grief and sorrow's burning tear; 

Like trees uprooted, wasting with decay, 

So He rcmoveth all my hopes away. 

His wrath against me hath lie kindled bright, 

And counts me hostile in His holy sight. 

His troops of sorrows now against me raise, 

Their mighty bulwarks, and besieging ways. 

In sore battalions constantly thoy tramp, 

And round my tabernacle all encamp. 
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My brothers, too, that once with me did live, 

When fortune smiled, and ample wealth did give ; 

That seemed so dear, and shared mj bounty free, 

And sucked their treasures first of all from me ; 

But since distress, ami poverty have come, 

And left me poor, and struck with sorrow dumb ; 

Are now unthankful, selfish, and severe, 

And give no succor, with a tender tear ; 

My former happiness, and comfort mar, 

By being put away from me so far. 

And mine acquaintance, proud of me before, 

Frequenting oil my hospitable door; 

But now demure, estranged, averse, and shy, 

With nimble footsteps passing quickly by ; 

Withdraw as strangers, cold and friendless grown, 

And leave me now to suffer all alone. 

My neighbors also dwelling round me near, 

And kinsmen, cherished from affection dear; 

That smiled, and bowed, arid paid i.lieir gracious court, 

And sought my counsel, and supreme support ; 

Have failed to come, and tender sweet relief, 

But, with reproaches, have increased my grief. 

My most familiar frkmds that know me best, 

Behave unseemly, not unlike the rest. 

When wealth, and power, and rising honor crowned, 

And made my name in all the world renowned ; 

What boon companions, pledged to honor true ! 

Such bosom friends I dreamed I never knew ! 
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152 JOIt'S SECOND REPUY TO BTLDAD. 

But when calamities, and troubles came, 
And power, and riches., and departing fame, 
Reversed my lot, and made me poor, and meek, 
Despised, forgotten, sickly, faint, and weak; 
How swift they fni^s, without; .1 civil glance ! 
Like Strangers coyly, and with looks askance ! 
And they that did within my tent abide, 
My servants, tenants, clients, maids, beside, 
Unnumbered guests, and trailers lodging (here, 
That did my hospitable dwelling share ; 
Esteem me now a stranger, robbed of right, 
And like an alien count me in their sight. 
I called my servant who with mc did live, 
Bntlo! no answer did my servant give ; 
With piteous month, entreating kind replies, 
I could not turn his fixed, averted eyes. 
My breath, with fetidness, is foul and rife, 
And strange and odious to my loathing wife ; 
Though I entreated for my children's sake, 
No pity on me did her actions take. 
Behold, young children did despise me so, 
They spake against mt when I rose to go. 
My couch companions, and my inward fnuid^, 
Whose meiri'ry anguish through my spirit sends ; 
That knew my purposes, rmd thoughts, and plans, 
And took delight hi doing ray commands; 
Abhorred me deeply and intensely spurned, 
And those I loved fire all against me turned. 
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My flesh and skin expose my bones beneath, 
And I'm escapee! with just the skin o' my teeth. 

Have pity ou me, 0, ye gentle friends, 
For God hath touched me and this trouble sends. 
His heavy hand hath made me poor and sick, 
Hi* dreadful sorrow's touched me to the quick- 
Why persecute me still with words afresh ? 
And rest not satisfied with all my flesh ? 
Why treat me now as God Himself hath done ? 
Accuse of sins, yet bring no proofs of one ? 
Oh ! that my words in writing now were took ! 
That they 'were printed in a lasting hook I 
That they were graven with an iron pen, 
On fleshly tables, of the hearts of men; 
Or sculptured deep on marble parchment, spread! 
And fixed for ever in the rock with lead I 
For now I know that my Avenger lives, 
And hope triumphant unto me he gives ; 
For lo, hereafter he shah surely stand, 
In power majestic on the dusty land ; 
To vindicate me from accusing friends. 
And show the wisdom of affliction's ends ; 
Although my skin shall crawling worms destroy, 
And on my body pain i [.self shall cloy; 
Yet in that day, though wasted be my flesh, 
With rosy health, restored again, and fresh ; 
No more invested with corruption's clod, 
But clothed anew shall I behold my God ; 
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And for myself his glory I shall see, 

And not another shall behold for me. 

In earnest panting for that coming day, 

My reins within me are consumed ;nv:iv. 

But since ye say, so cruel to your friend : 

Let us pursue him to the bitt'rcst end, 

And seek to find with zealous skill and vim, 

The root of charges criminating him ; 

Be hence afraid of the destroying sword, 

When swift destruction shall on you be poured : 

For wrath and malice, cherished with intent, 

Against a creature low in sorrow bent ; 

Devoid of pity, and of feelings fine, 

That prove the spirit heavenly and divine ; 

Are crimes for which the sword deserves to slay, 

That ye may know there is a judgment day. 
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CHAPTER Sill. 

zophak's second eeply to JOB. 

ZophaK now replies to Job. To tin': incyioos fonder, ana o^eocdirirdy 
tonclihie speech of Job. cue would suppose iliat Ik: would have replied in 
■a pLJicie. and cons* dalory mirai En; not so. I Le sot'rs.s to be settl. (! 
in bis opinions, past, feolio;; or iyi::p.i J .l:; - , anil provoked at Job's false 
views concerning the aovorninent of <_!od. 1 le states, as the reason why 
he repiied at nl! at ibis time, that Job h:-d reproached his throe frier.ds in 
his last speecli, mid therefore bis spirit was stirred, /ophar could use 
lowarus Job tlie most inner and caustic La:Ki;n;fe, wilhont tlie least com- 
punctious of conscience ; but if Job retorts at nil. his spirit cs-r.isci.li liim to 
answer. The chief theme- dwell upon oy Zopuni' in this speech is that 
eainmit.y always lias been, ana aiwaj.'s -■.■;':'.'. he, :.im portion o!" the wicked. 
Ha declares that il. kid hie:: conceded from the bej-bmin;." of the world, 
that die trinniphms ( ,f ; 1 l i_- wicked k short, He iilosi.riii.es i.his by several 
examples. He siiows that t.ljcuii-h cMalled hijrh, the wicked man will 
most assuredly be b mil;: hi low : tied, all Ills cuiniuIB. :v.d enjoyments will 

bo Lorn from liim: that he will not bo albwei to enjoy hi i :■■■ ryjiins; 

that l.ho iieavens will discover, a.ru 1 pub.isn his audi, allko:.i;i;h he may try 
to hide it. He paints the circumstances of l.ho wicked man, and also his 
calamities so vividly, a: id with snob obvious reference Lo Job, as to k-avo 
no doubt bin: r.hnt lie intended bis v.-liole speech to tie personally applied 
to the ailiie-i-ed patriarch. Zoplmr- was more sever:; than either l.iliphn/, or 
Bildad. Ho scums lo imply that there is nri hope ibr a wicked man : tjuit 
if once overthrown, lio must for over remain so. Ho is devoid of charily; 
lie does not give Job any credit ibr liis professed eoaiidenco in (led; but 
be is perfectly undo: 1 the doit: in too of" the idea th'.r Cod pimisiies only ilia 
wicked. Jnid Ika;. tlioielbre Jolj mast be a i ery wicked man, because he is 
punished so very severely. Joij's dreiid.ful saf:eriua.s were, beibrc Xophar's 
oyes, ami provn d to him bis monstrous yuih without argument. All Job's 
p'roteslalioes of innocence went lor notliiuc; with Zoptiar. Hence his 
umnoreifok.os-: and ii,b.n:-i:in::y lowards him. 

Wlien Job had Bildad' a argument denied, 

Then Zojihar, the K;i;im;it!iite, replied: 
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And therefore now my thoughts distract my mind, 

And cause me thus upbraiding words to find. 

Because. you say those evils spring from God, 

Ana lie's no cause to smite thee vvitli Mis rod; 

Dis.uu'bcu, and Iron.!.) led. I am moved, io speak. 

And for thy words a caustic answer seek. 

My heart is full ; impassioned feelings rise, 

I now make haste to utter my replies. 

I've heard the check of my severe reproach, 

That my opinions on the truth encroach ; 

The bold correction of my crying shame, 

That tends to blast my fair, and honored name. 

The strong emotions of my troubled soul, 

Inspire replies beyond my own control. 

Dost thou not know this hoary truth of old, 

Since man was formed from out the virgin inold ; 

The shout to which the wicked oft resort, 

As if victorious is always short? 

His bold triumphing will indeed be brief, 

lieforo calamities will cause him grief, 

The joy the hypoerito doth sometimes know, 

Is but a prelude to approaching woe. 

Although his gilts to heaven, in honor, rise, 

And oft his sacrifice may touch the skies ; 

Or though his cx'llonoy may mount afar, 

As high as bum:? the most refulgent star ; 

Though tall his head should sweep th' empyreal cloud, 

And make professions, haughty, long, and loud ; 
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Yet low in dust Ms tow'ring shall be flung, 

And throughly perish like his worthless dung. 

And they that saw him afterwards shall say, 

0, where is he 1 hat did such pomp display ? 

As oft a dream doth vanish and forsake, 

The dreamer* mind when first ho doth awake; 

So he shall fly a baseless phantom round, 

And unsubstantial nevermore be found. 

As visions seen in slumb'rings of the night, 

Depart forgotten in the morning light ; 

So he, illusive, spectral, shall be chased, 

From human vision far away in hftste. 

The eye that saw him nevermore shall see, 

This subtle monster of iniquity. 

His tabernacle, tent, or dwelling-place, 

No more shall see. the visage of his face. 

The squalid poor his children shall oppress, 

Because still poorer, and in more distress. 

The goods lie plundered from the needy' s store, 

His hands again shall ev'ry whit restore ; 

His youthful bones are full of secret lust, 

That, low with him, shall sleep beneath the dust. 

Though wickedness, within ids mouth, be sweet, 

And though he taste it as his dainty meat ; 

Although he taketh pleasure in his sin, 

And feel the rapture of his joy within ; 

Though he prolong the sweetness from it sprung, 

By biding it beneath his tasting tongue ; 
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And though ho spare, and in his mouth retain, 
That long the tasted pleasure may remain ; 
Though he forsake it not, but roll it o'er, 
Against his palate sweeter than before ; 
Although he keep it still within his mouth, 
And squeeze the juices to delight his drouth ; 
Yet all his meat is in his bowels turned, 
Aud, deep with loathing, by Ms stomach spurned 
Though once so sweet L-lio morsel seemed to be, 
'Tis bitter now, and full of misery. 
Though sin be pleasant when the deed is done, 
A bitter consequence will from it run. 
The gall of asps was in the dainty bit, 
And now he feels the sting of swall'wing it. 
Incurable and deadly is the bite, 
His wound is swollen, and bcdimmed his sight ; 
His stomach feels a sharp, and darting pain, 
Succeeded soon by quiet stupor's reign ; 
Convukiijns come, the victim chokes for breath, 
And meets, at last, a hard and painful death. 
He's glutted down the wealth of other men, 
But he shall vomit up this wealth again. 
Voracious, eager, and with monstrous greed, 
He swallows riches as the vultures feed. 
But loathing, retching, he shall writhe about, 
And from his stomach God shall cast them out. 
Wben pleasant nutriment he seeks to grasp, 
Then he shall suck the poison of the asp ; 
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The viper's tongue slm.II shoot its mortal dart, 

And breed contagion in his vital part. 

His hollow tooth erected, sharp, and thin, 

Shall wound him deep, and pour its virus in. 

In ev'ry goodly and delightful way, 

His froward feet shall ever wish to stray ; 

A mottled reptile, nature's t';.irest thing, 

Shall lie in wait his wicked soul to sting. 

His eyes no more the rivulets shall see, 

Nor streaming brooks that seek the boundless sea ; 

Nor rills of honey, flowing pure and sweet. 

Nor streams of butter shall his vision greet ; 

No friendly mountains, dropping down with wine, 

Nor shouting hills, with flowing milk of kine ; 

Shall fill his heart with dancing joy and glee, 

And give him tokens of prosperity. 

The fruits of toil shall he enjoy no more, 

But unto others he shall ihiun restore. 

The thing for which he labors to obtain, 

Shall he not swallow, but enjoy in vain. 

According also to his substance gained, 

Shall restitution be from him obtained ; 

As property to be by him restored, 

And which no joy shall ever him allbi-d. 

Because the poor his dealings first oppressed, 

And then, forsaken, left them all distressed ; 

Because he violently seized the lot, 

And splendid mansion which he builded not; 
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No tranquil peace, nor quietness within, 
Shall calm his heart, or counteract his sin. 
No skill, or craft shall save from "blast, or blight, 
The wealth, and power in which he took delight. 
Of needful comforts he snail he bereft, 
And neither meat, nor raiment shall bo left. 
His goods, and substance shall be insecure, 
And his prosperity shall not endure. 
Wben fulness of abundance on him waits, 
Then he shall be reduced to dreadful straits. 
The power of wretchedness shall on Mm come, 
And crush his soul, in tribulation dumb. 
The poor and needy whom he hath oppresseif. 
The widow, and the orphan he distressed ; 
The weak, and feeble whom be plundered oft, 
And all the foes at whom he ever scoffed ; 
With squalid poverty, disgrace, and shame, 
Shall come with purposes and might the same ; 
To claim their dues, and vengeance on him pour, 
And make his mis'ry greater than before. 
For once, enough slia.ll be supplied to fill, 
The man that ever hath been greedy still. 
For God shall make his wrath in fury frown, 
And rain it on him while he eats it down. 
Attacked by robbers he shall basely flee, 
From iron weapons handled dextrously. 
The brawn "bow, with martial vengeance drew, 
Shall hurl the arrow that shall strike him through. 
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The poisoned dart from oat liis body's drawn, 

And mortal openings, wide and gory, yawn. 

The glitt'ring sword is i. alien from bis gall, 

And deathly terrors on his features fall. 

The whole of darkness which is unrevealed, 

Shall, in his secret places, he concealed. 

A fire unblown, of origin divine, 

Like lightning -strokes that rive, and blast, and shine, 

Shall swift consume him by its wasting blaze, 

And woe to him that in his dwelling stays. 

The heavens against him shall in wrath conspire, 

And bis iniquities reveal by fire. 

The earth shall also up against him rise, 

And join the forces of the angry skies. 

A.mi.il^t ileslrwtkm swill, compote, and drear, 

His house and property shall disappear. 

And all his goods shall flow, like streams, away, 

When wrath divine sliall overwhelm his day. 

Behold the portion of a wicked man ! 

From God Almighty by bis righteous plan ! 

The heritage of his decree from God, 

While dwelling here upon this earthly clod. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



.Tor; r.-plios l.ii Zomiir's last speech, and also t:> Eiipba/, n;id Bikti.nl, 
who maintained similar doctrines. Thoif principal r,oin: was that God 
punishes the wicked in this world ; that the whole eoorse of events, and 
the maxims of nnei-::it wisdom, derived 1 from king and pr:: i : :-u;iil observa- 
tions, dourly p: !■■ ■- u-d, and settled '.his conclusion. Ho lirst asks their 
paiient and candid attention 10 what ho was a coat lo advance, and then 
Idle them chat i.h«y mig-LiL mock on. IIo alleges ll ' ;l '- his ooaiplabn is not 
to man, and that iio was an object of com mi meal, ion ami pity rather than 
of reproach! a. and condemnation. Ho takes up the great i|U0slion. 
whether or not God punishes tlnj wicked in liiis world, as iiis three 
friends alleged, ami slir.i-.vs that, contrary to their teachi'i;;-, tho wicked a r e 
often prospcroos, and that. In or,, fare their full rewaru mast he in another 
state. He declares that the;- live to a great- ago ; are mighty ; their tents 
are secure; they prosoor in business; l.bey rejolee with instruments of 
music; they have mirth ami. hilarity; they die wi : :h comparative ease; 

although Through hie, Ibey have b tho painless concerning Pod. and 

His proper worship. I lo admits that calamities eo-iae upon tho wicked ; 
that their children solibr. Ent the righteous also: suil'cr. Nolhiag definite 
can be ubso'.ulely determined by what a man suffers as lo bis moral, or 
religious ehu-acle:. 1 le iustiuu.ie? two p arsons «f equal worth no far as 
observation could judge, dyln.e.; one surrounded with luxury, case, and 
comfort; his breast full of milk; his bones moistened with marrow; but 
Uie other dying in tho bitterness 0:' his soul. I.Jo wishes to know bo w 
their dilforent esiernai appearaimes. and surroundings distinguish thoir 
interior characters. They both lie down in the dust, lie represents his 
three friends as asking: Where are the dw'eiknps of distinguished wicked 
men ? Where are the princes, and the great oppressors i Are they not 
cut off, and destroyed? He replies tri ti,ose ipa>suons, and sets forth 
what he had lcarne;! from truvelus's in loreien lends wrio had also made 
careful observations eo-ieorning this subject The conclusion he and they 
came k> was thai Hod reserves the wicked until the day of destruction to 
bo punished for their sins, which they commit with so much impunity in 
this world, lie alleges that they arc prosperous hc"e; no one dares 
chastise them ; lb ■■: live in many instances happily; they he down peace- 
fully in death; the clods of tile valley are sweet to them; multitudes 
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attend their funerals: they have loanv admired and folhiwcn; ; their 
decease is lamented as a. public calamity. TJipir punhlin-ient thordbre 
cannot be liure Job t:ius' in this s;j<:-i*-k ultae.;* their ehiel' ai'fninient, 
■■i-.-.d dLTJn;lJsii(!.j ir. Z(i|i;i::i' doon not reply ^l,-!l::i. fjihirul only answers 
briefly, and JCliphan raiilies in a less pmiiv and more considerate tone. 

To these upbraidings, and reproaches dread, 
Responded Job, and thus in answer said : 
My speech attentively I pray yon hoar, 
And let this consolation unto me appear. 
Yon came to give me comfort true and sweet, 
And choose out words my doleful case to meet ; 
Instead of that you make my sorrows more, 
By bitter speeches, and reproaches sore. 
The only comfort you can now bestow, 
Will be to listen while the truth I show. 
Permit me now to freely speak my mind. 
And let your thoughts be unto me inclined. 
But after I have spoken, you may talk, 
Resume reproaches, iukI, with freedom, mock. 
Perplexed and troubled, not so much with thee, 
As with the sorrows God inflicts on me ; 
Severe and cutting as your speeches are, 
His dreadful judgments pain me more by far. 
'Tis not so much the course your reasonings run, 
As what th' Almighty unto me hath done ; 
That gives me anguish, and my spirit tries, 
And all my suff'rings greatly multiplies, 
I'd solve this mystery if now I can, 
Is my complaining therefore unto man ? 
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If now my cause is wholly with my God, 
About the chast'nings of his holy rod ; 
If this be so, as surely I confess, 
Why not my spirit tremble in distress ? 
But mark me now, and with amazement stung, 
Apply your hand upon your cruel tongue. 
Behold attentively my sufi'rings dread, 
My losses, sorrows, and corrupted head ; 
Am I an object of reproach and scorn 'i 
Hare I not reason to be most forlorn ? 
When I remember what hath now been done, 
His heavy judgments, felling one by one ; 
A fear and trembling all my flesh control, 
And death's cold damp falls heavy on my soul. 
But if these sufferings as you assert, 
Are for transgression's unatoncd desert ; 
Then why alas ! do wicked persons live ? 
And proofs of wickedness abundant give ? 
Or if they live, yet why become so old ? 
Why not cut off within the earth to mold ? 
Or if they aged wax, yet why in power, 
And wealth do they so marvelously tower ? 
Their children, settled iu their sight, arise, 
Their offspring flourish too before their eyes. 
Their houses all are sale from anxious fear, 
Nor falls the rod of God around them near. 
Their bull doth gender with his better half, 
Their cow doth calve, and casteth not her calf; 
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Like swaraiing flocks their little ones advance, 

In leaping plays, and join the merry dance. 

They cheer themselves with timbrel, harp, and voice, 

And, tripping merr'ly to the pipe, rejoice. 

They spend their days In pleasantry and mirth, 

And in a moment drop beneath the earth. 

Devoid of want, and poverty, and care, 

They have abundantly, ami yet to spare. 

Depart from us, to God they also say, 

For we desire no knowledge of thy way. 

And who's th' Almighty that his claims deserve, 

That we supremely should bis person serve ? 

And what advantage shall we have to-day, 

If unto Him we fervently do pray ? 

Behold their good is not within their hand, 

Within themselves they have no power to stand. 

'Tis not themselves that make their destiny. 

But God that giveth their prosperity. 

Inscrutably his providence controls, 

The diff'rent destinies of human souls. 

While some are prospered, 'tis not so with all, 

For great calamities on others fall. 

The wicked's counsel though is far from me, 

And with his ways have I no sympathy. 

But yet how often doth it come about, 

That here the wicked's candle is put out ? 

How oft destruction cometh in their path ? 

For God distributes sorrows in His wrath. 
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Like worthless eh:d;", |"irij:l".::.:cd by cv'ry soil, 
That storms do steal, ami carry off for spoil; 
Or empty stubble, chased before the wind, 
They vanish swift, and leave no trace behind. 
Their great iniquity God layeth up, 
To overflow their children's bitter cup. 
Because rewards, and punishments severe, 
1 unequally do thus appear ; 

lence that right will not be done, 
And justice rendered unto ev'ry one. 
For God rewardeth oft the wicked man, 
By His inscrutable, and secret plan; 
And he shall know, before his race is run, 
That judgment just shall unto him be done. 
His eyes shall see his own destruction come, 
To crush him down, in awful wonder dumb. 
His feet shall stand on ruin's crumbling brink, 
The wrath of God his wicked soul shall drink. 
What happiness and comfort can he find, 
In home and children left in grief behind ? 
Cut off from life, in Sheol's gloom to dwell, 
Involved hi darkness and the shades of hell ? 
Then who the depths of wisdom's jctieme shall reach ? 
Or who shall knowledge to Jehovah teach? 
To him that judge th both the low and high, 
And rules a sovereign in the earth and sky ? 
To human wisdom it doth hence appear, 
That all his dealings are mysterious here. 
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No general law determines ev'ry ease, 

And deals the same with all the human race. 

In full perfection one in vigor dies, 

At ease and quiet on his couch he lies. 

His skin is sleek, ami soft us finest silk, 

His tumid breasts are full of healthy milk ; 

His wat'ring places ov'ry where abound, 

"Where lazy camels lie upon the ground; 

His bones are made for life's excessive length, 

With marrow moistened, filled with health and strength. 

Another dies in bitterness of soul, 

Beyond the power of fortune to control. 

He never tasteth pleasure in his life, 

So full of trouble, pain, and weary strife. 

Alike shall they lie down in Sheol's trust, 

The worms shall cover and devour their dust. 

.No d.ilFreooe madis llie molhod of I heir ilenth. 

No problem's solved by their expiring breath. 

Between tliem now there's no distinction made, 

Alike they sleep in Sheers quiet shade. 

The wheat and tares together thrive and grow, 

The sun and rain to each compassion show. 

Rewards and punishments do not appear, 

To mark the conduct of his creatures here. 

Behold I know the secret thoughts you think, 

I read the meaning of each knowing wink ; 

Your deep devices also I perceive, 

That wrongfully against me you conceive. 
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You still maintain your false, and former g 

That proofs of clemency are nowhere found ; 

You therefore say my suff'rings clearly show. 

The reason why I'm now afflicted so. 

Sophistical and crafty yon demand, 

Where wicked men are prospered in the land. 

Where stands tin: tyrant's house ? ye ask, 

And where do dwelling of the wicked bask? 

Have you not learned of trav'lers far and near ? 

Will you not take their testimony here ? 

That oft the wicked man hath long been kept, 

lu;served for punishment thai, still hath slept 'i 

That he shall surely at the judgment day, 

When wrath unbounded shall its rage display ; 

Come forth in anguish, horror, fear and gloom, 

To meet his just, and long suspended doom ? 

But who shall here declare his way, or trace, 

Its devious windings boldly to his face ? 

Or who shall charge him with his monstrous crimes ? 

And prove them all in Uiese de-gen 'rate times ? 

Or who shall recompense a single one, 

Of all the evils which his hands have done ? 

And hence in peace, prosperity, and mirth, 

The wicked man inheriteth the earth. 

Preserved from judgments which his sins do crave, 

He's oft conducted to an honored grave. 

And in the tomb shall he in peace remain, 

Redeemed from sickness, sorrow, death, and pain. 
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A noble column rears its sculptured head, 
With skill of art emblazoned o'er the dead. 
Inscriptions bountiful shall loud proclaim, 
The deeds, and virtues of his mighty name. 
The valley's clods above his last retreat, 
Shall be to him, in balmy slumbers, sweet. 
And vast processions after him shall pour, 
As crowds unnumbered also go before. 
His life, and sickness, and expiring breath, 
His vast procession, and lamented death ; 
His tow'iing monument, and costly tomb, 
Contain no tokens of his righteous doom. 
Delusive, weak, sophistical, and vain, 
Tour falsehoods now in all your words remain. 
What real comfort can your speeches give, 
By saying : you will suffer as you live ? 



iy Google 



CHAPTER XV. 

ELIPHAZ'S THIRD REPLY TO JOB. 

& spoken twice. Elip'iaz, in Hie following 
round, or turves in too controversy. Job 
hart, in his last reply to Zophar, ultnekod the chief position of lib throe 

friend? ; tl::it. i-wn is tu,A ■■).■■■,■ pun he Lis- iv ■ rod in this world ; 

and thai hem* ho himself must he a man of extraordinary wickedness, 
aa evidenced by his extraordinary smiorirtg's, Eiiphaz, roused by this 
argument, conies ibrwa:a with iireat oin:-"ij.y, vehemence, severity, and 
personality, ana replies La Job. His previously implied guiit is now 
boldly dociarotl. ana personal assaulls on ins character a:'e sei-sh ;■■ ■.! :or 
lotion! reasoning. He maintained that a ram's righteousness and ehiins 
of perfection brou;;ht no jidvar.l;.;if" to Clod : iliat He could not sulle" by 
punishing the p.-i".llyy ; and lhat Pear o' eouseuuene-es e-au'.d noL, therefore, 
lie tor T 1 i 111 fr;>iti acquitting the righteous, and punishing the wicked. He 
doea not reply directly to Job's argument., b'.il, resorts to sophistry, and 
abstractions, for the purpose of warding off its elicol.s. Eliphas-. then 
proceeds boldly to accuse Job of heing guilty of an in jnil.o number of 
nihilities ; represent ing him as a signal oxamp'o of too truth ofliis position, 
and a complete ueni on steal, ion of toe theory r.li;>.t ( ioi pun:- lies the wicked 
in this life. Elipha/ is more severe hi this speech than in any previous 
one. Before he had spoken in loe third person, a.nd ha i slated generally 
lliat this would inevitaJly be the fate of the wicked man; this lie had 
ooniriLicd by many illustrations. He IclI it to be inferred, however, that 
Job was this wicked man. But now he waxes warmer, and more 
personal, and vehement. Tie elureos .lob wit.li heicg pi (■-eminently, and 
iodhpulaijy a notorious .sinner, ion; that ail his eniamires had fallen upon 
him in consequence thereof So far as we know these charges wore 
groundless, lie \v rev. ell illy iv.'brrcd (roiti win; Joe had said, in former 
speeches, that he behoved ciotals interposed l.'Ctween Goi.i and man, or 
tiuil: distance intervened to sueh :ui ex ten j, that (Jod could no! discern the 
actions of men sullloioiilly eloar to discriminate, arid reward and punish 
l.ho'i as they deserved. This was not so. lilipiia/ erro'ieaiisly hepotes 
this to him. He then riles this ease of those who perished in the Hood, 
to prove that the winked are punished here. They were prosperous, and 
said to God: keo.irl. 'rem as; while their houses were lilh.ti wiih good 
things. Yet they were destroyed, nod the righteous rejoiced at it. In 
this he implied (hat- Job had endoiscd. ar.d edopton their conduct and 
sentiments, and that it was highly proper tor good nieii to rejoice when 
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Llic-s ungodly arc destroyed. Ho Vitus vindicated hia want of sympathy 

for Job. This pari, of his s]ieoeh is replete ".villi irony, sa:easm, and 
'.vaviton cruelty, lie exhorts .1 oh to : : .(-.|i..lii-. hunsc-l;' with Cod and be at 

penoe ; an;) assures liim I oat good should o< .: to him. tie then (irai.'a a 

vivid, and glowi:^ picture of L-Iiij unexampled p;esperi;y which slioulcl 
redound to his I'u;.un: years. Ho ucelarcs Unit lie would abound in great 
wealth ; that lie shonhi lny up goal as diiHt. ; thai the Almighty should ho 
to him as iroasii'cs of j> old and silver; his ye'ayoi^ 1:101:1. i bo neiird anu 
answered: whatever ho should tbcrec siiould be established : happiness 
in fiod should crown his life ; light snomd shine upon his path ; ho should 
save and encourage others; and irir.iuph. eiiuli.iii.ion. ai.d pioviiilhiL; 
is [brothers sheuld ::,ai\ hi-; ruiuaiahi:; .lii-.-L'iaiage :i:ic.-r: "lie earth. 



Eliphaz then the Temanite replied, 

And Job upbraiding maty tilings did chide. 

Can man be profitable unto God ? 

As lie that's wise, though molded from the clod, 

Can toil, and strive for vain, and worldly pelf, 

And thus be profitable to himself? 

Or if he may some profit bring or send, 

Doth all his goodness then thereon depend ? 

Or doth some pleasure to the Lord urine, 

That thou art righteous in His holy eyes ? 

Is He dependent on. His creatures here, 

For happiness, or yet deterred by fear 1 

Or is it gain to Him that thou dost make, 

Thy ways upright ami perfect for His salce ? 

Doth thy integrity create a claim, 

For special favors from His mighty name ? 

Will He reprove thy charges in a plea, 

And eome, an J answer them for fear of thee ? 

Will He submit to trial with a man, 

To test the justice of His righteous plan ? 
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176 KLIPJIAZ'S TH1ED REPLY TO JOB. 

Is not thy wickedness supremely great ? 
Canst thou disprove it hy a Jong debate ? 
Are thy iniquities not numberless ? 
Dost thou not willingly (his truth confess ? 
For sordid pelf thy greedy hands have sought, 
Thy brother* pledge, and taken ii lor naught. 
For little debts the poor, for bread, did owe, 
Hast thou their clothing stripped, from head to ti 
The wcary's thh-st by thee was not supplied, 
But rites of bospitality denied. 
From hungry pilgrims, fainting to be fed, 
Has thou, from stinginess, withholden bread. 
But lo ! the man of valiant arm and might, 
Drove off the poor hy power, and not by riyhl; 
Deprived the rest of all their rights of birth, 
And claimed himself the undisputed earth. 
The man of eminence, with selfish eye, 
And looks accepted, haughty, proud, and high ; 
No tender pity for the homeless felt, 
But took the land, and proudly in it dwelt. 
And widows, pleading in their lone distress, 
Hast thou repelled, with, heartless emptiness. 
The arms of orphans thou lust crushed in twain, 
And seized their substance to increase thy gain ; 
Defenceless, weak, yet in thy greed for pelt; 
Didst thou oppress them to enrich thyself. 
.And ll.i.erelbre mi ares around thee now we see, 
And sudden fear doth also trouble thee ; 
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While gloomy darkness settles round thy head, 

And all the light before thy eyes has fled. 

Complete and fearful is the gloom around, 

And total darkness makes the night profound. 

Abundant water overwhelnieth thee, 

And pictures forth thy great calamity. 

Doth God not dwell in heaven's eternal height ? 

With worlds, uncounted, far below his sight ? 

Behold the stars, how high mid bright, they glow ! 

Bui. higher far Jehovah's footsteps go '. 

And sayest thou in argument with me, 

From heights so vast, how can th' Almighty see ? 

Remote from earth, and high exalted hence, 

To know minute, and justly recompense. 

Can God, so distant, pierce the fleecy shroud ? 

And judge correctly through the gloomy cloud? 

Is this the reason why thou dost believe, 

The wicked here their dues do not receive ? 

That high above the heavenly arch he walks ? 

And with Himself on grander subjects talks? 

Hast thou reflected on the olden way, 

That wicked men have trodden in their day ? 

Has thou pursued their ancient, beaten track ? 

And for thy principles to them gone back r 

When suddenly, the deluge, rising high, 

In huddled masses made them rush and fiy; 

To hills and mountains, peering through the sea, 

Of noisy waters falling fearfully ; 
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And whose foundation, wholly overthrown, 
Was aD destroyed, through wickedness alone : 
That unto God rebelliously did say : 
Depart from us and distant always stay ; 
And what could God Almighty do for them ? 
Whose power and goodness they did all contemn? 
How now appears thy arguments employed, 
That wicked men are not at once destroyed ? 
Although he sheltered them bcuoaih III* ning^, 
And filled their houses full of goodly things ; 
That yet the wicked's counsel's far from thee, 
And thou wilt never plead iniquity ? 
Sarcastically I repent: again, 
The words you used concerning wicked men, 
You say they're prospered and are not cut down, 
That God doth not upon their conduct frown ; 
Cry up their principles, and praise their end, 
And as Jehovah's favorites defend. 
And yet you say with words of wondrous pains, 
The wicked's counsel far from you remains. 
No sympathy the good of later times, 
Express for those destroyed for olden crimes ; 
And thus we vindicate ourselves to thee, 
For want of deep and tender sympathy. 
The righteous see it, filled with feelings glad, 
The wicked tremble, fearful, sore, and sad: 
The innocent deride them all in scorn, 
The base and guilty are alone forlorn, 
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ELIPHAZ'S THIRD EEPLY TO JOB. 

Whereas onr substance never is destroyed, 
By heavy judgments suddenly employed ; 
But all their ex'llency of power, and pride, 
Consumes the fire, by God Himself supplied. 
Acquaint thyself with him, and he at peace, 
And thereby good shall unto thee increase. 
For nnacquainted with the heavenly laws, 
By which ho ruluth ev'ry human cause ; 
Thy soul is now unreconciled to God, 
And sorely troubled ;it his chast'ning rod. 
Secure his friendship, dwell within his tent, 
Become familiar with his goodness meant ; 
Renounce rebellion, juster views maintain, 
And speak no more in a complaining strain ; 
Of sins repent,' thy guilty soul renew, 
Return to God, and righteousness pursue ; 
Acquainted, reconciled, and filled with peace, 
Thy fruitless warfare, and thy woes shall cease 
From out his mouth receive the law I pray, 
Within thy heart his words of wisdom lay. 
If thus betimes thou wilt to God return, 
And let his zeal within thy spirit burn ; 
Then thou shaft rise before the eyes of men, 
Like ruined hou-e- .'ill b;ult up again. 
From all thy tabernacles then shall flee, 
The vestiges of thy iniquity. 
Thy shattered fortunes now so much deplored. 
Shall more in splendor be again restored ; 
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And treasures vast, uncounted, and untold, 
Like heaps of dust shalt thou lay up in gold, 
And gold of Ophir shalt thou then obtain, 
As stones, uncounted, in the brooks remain. 
Indeed, th' Almighty, He shall be to thee, 
Thy gold and silver most abundantly. 
For thou shalt then enjoy supreme delight, 
In God Almighty, clothed in heavenly light ; 
Unlike the beasts that look with vision prone, 
And lift thy face to His eternal throne. 
Thy prayers, to Him, prevailing tliou shalt make, 
And He shall hear, and pity on thee fake. 
With sweet devotion then thy lips shall pay, 
The vows thy love shall move thee oft to say; 
And thou shalt purposes and plans decree, 
And they shall be established unto thee. 
The light auroral bursting on thy days. 
Shall sliine refulgent upon all thy ways. 
When men, cast down, beneath misfortunes lie, 
From deep exper'ence thou shalt shout and cry ; 
There's lifting up ; believe, rejoice, arise. 
For God shall save the meek and lowly eyes. 
The island too the innocent possess, 
Shall He deliver also from distress. 
Its sure redemption from unjust demands, 
Shall be through pureness of thy righteous hands. 
Upright and purts shall thou before Him plead, 
And all thy prayers with Clod shall then succeed, 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

job's thied eeply to bliphaz. 

Job now answers the last speech of T'lipliaz. Tie is agitated with the 
deepest and most mingled emotions. Ho expresses these tender and 
pather.ie feelings al some length, and t.li ■_■ r ■ attempts once more to prove 
to his friends the error of their views concjcnini™ him, and also in illation 
to the government of God OYCV nun. He stis forth the greatness uiid 
pungency of his sorrows, atiri alleges that, his grief is more bitter than ho 
hail ibund words to express. I!i: ik'iivs !■■■■ iiii :■■ ins cause before Hod, 
inasmuch as lie cannot obtain .iusLLct- from his friends. .Hut ho know; not 
where to iiud God, who, he believes would, nevertheless, do lam ampie 
[usi-ieo, arid vindieale his innocence. In this dreadful dilemma, lit finds 
eomlbrt in the thought that though lie cannot find Him, slid Ho could but 
know In: was innocent, and would jot come tV.-ri.li and espouse Ins cause, 
and deliver him from his sulferiugs, and from the n : proud its, and oon- 
de i m ration of his friends lie fuels nevertheless ti'onhlod at tho sore 
uflliciions God sends on him, in view of his consciousness of innocence, and 
uprightness, lie trembles, and quakes '.villi lour in view of a, [icing who 
is almighty, and who exerciser!! I lis sovereignty wilii uuuilornble purpose, 
in ni without giving any reasons for nis d> aiir.gs with his e real 11 res. lie 
feels that his jud-t. merits are diecdful. lie then renews Hie argument, "by 
woieii he attempts 10 reason with his friends, and show that Cod does nel 
deal with the wicked here as they deserve, hot that, they live often! hues 
ir. great prosporily. lie maintains with great [brer- that wicked men not 
only fi'oquour!'.' escape condign punishment (or their sirs, but that this is 
generally the e:isc. To make this fact rnoie gUrring he mentions several 
heinous crimes that men commit; lie also, alleges lhal the authors of these 
crimes go uuyiumshcd fo: a titiie, and that, tlioy thrive and prosper as if 
they were innocent of theui. Among these wicked, and criminal persons, 
lie mentions those who remove the aicieui landmarks : tier plunderers of 
decks ami nerds ; tho oppressors of orphans and wiiiows i tiiose devoid of 
humane aud tender feeling's; the robbers of young children from tho 
hi-nast; ihoso lhal take piedgvs of the pool- the murderer ; thetlrief; the 
adulterer; the evil-culronter of the barren ; thcirijiirer of tiro widow; and 
the seducer of or.hers from right '.■) wrong, lie says they are safe, ami 
exalted for a little lime. Vet Hod's eye is on them, and they will in time 
he taken out of the way, and cut off as tho toils of the ears of corn. This 
reply of Job was so conclusive, ami eciTosuoudord with well known facts. 
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nn;3 "-sriern! uli:.'i;rv:iii(»i, Ilia; his iliree friends nvre r.;o:i(i>i: tided. They 
were so cfflmpli.ddy aii^vored that ir:iij!>iMv. itn.'l Zop]i;ii- nude no furtiicr 
rqily. ti.in; ULLdoieJ only ttdiied n n:w swiiI-uucl'S, in ivliicii In: t;in ion need only 
a few general ideas, irrelevant to the con'.roviirsy. Job liarl tl:e eorreot. 
view of tl)0 east, ana ji;iii:jl;ii:iL<il i:is jhkMols I'-'itn cei:iHi»in::iiU^ skill ami 
ability. 

Then moved by sentiments so cutting and unkind, 

In strains o'erw helming uttered Job his mind. 

To-day is bitter this my sore complaint, 

Devoid of sympathy my soul doth faint. 

No comfort yet your speeches do afford, 

But deeper brill your cruel words have scored. 

My .stroke is heavier than my groaning speak*, 

My woe a new and stronger language seeks. 

Oh ! that I knew where Him ray soul might find ! 

My friends are all so bitter, and unkind. 

My Tin ml is dark, dejected, and distressed, 

My soul is gloomy, friendless, and depressed. 

Upright, sincere, and free from mortal sin, 

With rectitude, and innocence within ; 

Yet sore afflicted, broken, and contemned, 

Attacked, impugned, suspected, and condemned ; 

Unknown, despised, and weary of my life, 

Consumed by pain, and weaned by grief and strife ; 

I turn from earl.]], aim friend.-, wills hopeful eye, 

To that tribunal where my cause doth lie. 

Oh ! that I knew where Him my soul could meet ! 

That I might now approach His heavenly seat ! 

Before Him there I'd order all my cause, 

And plead my innocence before His laws. 
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Td prove myself the real friend of God, 

Although afflicted by His chast'ning rod. 

My whole integrity would I unfold, 

And fill my mouth witli arguments untold ; 

Produce the evidence of truth and right, 

Benevolence at. d justice in His sight; 

That no hypocrisy in me doth reign, 

As now unjustly all my friends maintain. 

I long to know the answer of that day, 

And understand what He to me will say, 

Willi power almighty will He "break the reed? 

Will His omnipotence against me plead ? 

Will argument and justice win the day? 

Or might, and ignorance, and passion sway ? 

Oh ! no, indeed, for He'll not use His power, 

In that important and tremendous hour; 

To overawe and crush me down at length, 

But rather He will give me heavenly strength ; 

To state the case in evYy shade of light, 

And plead with force transcending human might. 

The righteous there his cause may represent, 

Assured of justice to its full extent. 

The verdict too my doom for ever seals, 

No higher court receives and hears appeals. 

No human power will ever dare to say, 

A word against the judgment of that day. 

And hence for ever I shall thus be free, 

From ev'ry man that vainly judgeth me. 
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Behold with footsteps T proceed to where, 

My soul would meet Him, but He is not there ; 

! travel forward tow'ds the rising sim, 

To see the wonders which J 1 is hands have done ; 

But ijn.'t'Lgh 1 look ivil.h anxious, searching care, 

I do not find his graeioas presence there. 

And backward thou 1 journey l.owh'da the west, 

To see Him there in crimson vestments dressed ; 

Although pavilioned in the glorious eve, 

I cannot yet Uis heavenly face perceive. 

And northward also I pursue my way, 

Where He doth work, and mighty signs display; 

Enthroned in majesty and glory high, 

And bright with splendors shooting through the s 

Rut. disappointed in those glories cold, 

I cannot there Himself at all behold. 

He hides Himself upon the sou. Shorn hand, 

In realms, concealed, within thai distant laud ; 

In wastes impassable, whose vast domains, 

Extend unlimited in burning plains ; 

Unknown, untrod, within the torrid zone, 

Where God resideth with Himself alone. 

Yet here alas I His form I cannot sec, 

Although I search with tireless industry. 

My confidence I do not hence forsake, 

For He doth know the righteous way I take. 

Although His person nowhere I can see, 

Yet now I know His eye discerneth me. 
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Although Himself I never may behold, 

When He hath tried me I shall shine as gold. 

As raging heat doth not the gold destroy, 

But purgeth from it ev'ry base alloy : 

Consumes the dross, and makes the jewel shine, 

With sparklin « ai.ster^, precious, rich, and tine ; 

So purified with trial's fiery heat, 

And crowned with virtues, noble and eompliHo : 

My burning soul, with diamonds rich and rare, 

In purest splendor, shall at Last compare. 

Pursuing near Him hath my spirit pleased, 

My faithful feet hi* steps have always seized. 

I've kept straight forward in His narrow way, 

And not declined, on either side to stray. 

I've gone not backwards from the words He said, 

His lips commanding all my wandiiugs led. 

His words were sweetly treasured up within, 

Far more than necessary food has been. 

But yet unchangeable is still His mind, 

And who can turn Him from His plans designed ? 

Eternal purposes respecting me, 

Unfolding marv'lously now seem to be. 

And what His soul intense desireth too, 

His power unbounded, certainly will do. 

For He perform eth in His wisdom free, 

The thing appointed and decreed for me. 

Eternal order, steadfast and secure, 

Unfolding slowly, yet divinely sure ; 
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Without caprice, or chance, or sudden wrath, 
Directs my steps., and mn'keth nil my path. 
'Tin therefore vain tor weak, and igu'rant man, 
To fight against Jehovah's changeless plan. 
Not me alone affliction smiteth sore, 
Unnumbered others had their griefs before. 
The plan is vast, embracing heaven and earth, 
With ev'ry creature of terrestrial birth J 
I suffer not, as if selected out, 
From all the rest that, sigh their turn about ; 
But all alike, proportioned to their sphere, 
The plan embraces in it* trials here : 
From types and germs, midst rudimental strife, 
Developing the higher forms of life. 
I'm troubled therefore at His presence near, 
When I consider, I am filled with fear. 
The contemplation of the power of God, 
With all the ehast'nings of His dreadful rod; 
Exhausts my strength, awakens sore complaint, 
Subdues my.heart, and makes it ^oi't ar.d fa int. 
Th' Almighty also greatly trouble th me, 
Because this mystery I cannot see ; 
Why God did not remove me hence away, 
Before this darkness overwhelmed my day ; 
And hide from me this ••loud ot'jvivvow dense-, 
And not reserve me for this recompense. 
Since times of punishment of wicked men, 
Remain unhidden from th' Almighty's ken ; 



y Google 



JOB a THIRD REPLY TO ELIPHAZ. 

Then why do those that know and fear his name, 
His days of judgment not behold the same ? 

Why not the righteous, with chastising blows, 
Perceive Him come, to punish all His foes ? 
By acts of nibb'ry some their vileuess prove, 
And sacred landmarks wickedly remove. 
They deem dishonesty no sort of harm, 
And thus ahridgo their injured rtrriglibo.r's farm. 
They violently take away their flocks, 
That paature wild among the hills and rocks. 
They boldly feei I. them, pitbiiidy, and known, 
And claim them then as if they were their own. 
They drive away the helpless orphan's ass, 
When lone he crops the sweet and juicy grass. 
The widow's ox that ploughs her fertile laud, 
They take away with strong and greedy hand. 
Contracted debts they falsely do allege, 
Require the creature for a surety-pledge. 
With selfish, rude, and arbitrary sway, 
They turn the needy from the publie way. 
For fear and dread of their devouring fangs, 
The poor together hide themselves in gangs. 
As asses wild tin- sterile deserts range, 
And plunder pastures distant, wild, and strange : 
Behold, they sally forth to kill by day, 
And rise betimes and scamper for their prey. 
The barren desert, with its caravan, 
Supplies the plunder for the wicked man. 
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Subsistence also thus they do obtain, 

For thieving- children thai, at. Iiome remain. 

In woods and dingles, yielding stolen food, 

They stray, and pillage in a merry mood. 

By depredations and by thieving steeled, 

They reap the com within another's field. 

They gather vintage, not from honest toil, 

Bnt wickedly from off their neighbor's soil. 

They cause the naked, stripped and bare, to sleep, 

And all their clothing cruelly do keep. 

The clothes of travelers Uiey plunder bold, 

And leave them suii"ring through the night with cold. 

The showers of mountains oft bedew their locks, 

For want of shelter they embrace the rocks. 

They pluck the fatherless from off the breast, 

And take a. pledge from all the poor distressed. 

They make the naked go without relief, 

And from the hungry take away the sheaf. 

They cause them also to express the oil, 

Within enclosures, reared by humble toil ; 

To tread the presses, filled with juice of vines, 

And suffer thirst amidst the luscious wines. 

Oppression, violence, and sorrow's moan, 

Are not confined to country wastes alone ; 

From out the city men do groan and sigh, 

And souls of wounded utter loud their cry. 

Yet God no folly unto them doth lay, 

But lets them live, ;;nd prosper day by day; 
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He comes not forth with sudden vengeance armed, 

And cuts them down, confounded, and alarmed. 

They never seem to comprehend the right, 

But oft rebel against the clearest, light. 

The ways thereof they never fully know, 

Within its paths they seldom stay or go. 

They work by night, and in their revels stay, 

Until aurora horn Id* forth the day. 

The murd'rer, rising in the dusky light, 

The poor and needy killeth with delight. 

These lab'ring classes, waking with the day, 

For toil and service, he doth early slay. 

And through the night, to cries of pity deaf, 

Lie kills and p'undevfc 'ike a daring i.hioi' 

The adult'rer waiteth, unsuspected, sly, 

The creeping twilight, with illicit eye ; 

In secret saying r lo ! no eye shall trace, 

The covered features of ray hidden face. 

They dig through houses made of mud and clay, 

And hide themselves throughout the hours of day : 

These desperadoes never know the light, 

The blackest darkness is their chief delight. 

To them the morning with its rosy breath, 

Is like the shadow of approaching death. 

If one should recognize them through the day, 

The king of terrors fills them with dismay. 

As nimble skiffs of reeds and rashes sail, 

Unballasted, and swift before the gale ; 
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So fleet and noiselessly, with ease combined, 

They skip and fly before the storm behind. 

Their habitation sterile, wild, and waste, 

Within the wilderness, and deserts placed ; 

Their livelihood undng by honest toil, 

But robbed, and plundered from another's soil ; 

Their way of life and portion on the earth, 

Are cursed, and wretched from their very birth. 

Industr'ous labor never do they know, 

Nor see the way the purple vineyards grow. 

Marauders, robbers, thieves, and rascals vile, 

They live and prosper on the earth awhile. 

As drought and heat consume the melted snow, 

That down the hills in roaring torrents flow j 

And swell the rivulets, and valley-streams, 

That seek the sands aglow with solar beams ; 

And vanish silently and gently through, 

The thirsty deserts, out of human view ; 

So violently doth the noisome grave, 

With vengeance seize, and bear away the knave ; 

The robber bold, adult'rer, murd'rer base, 

With ev'ry sinful m< >nsn.r of the race ; 

Dissolved, despoiled, ;ind pi nude it d from the world, 

With noise and terror from their summits hurled ; 

To pass in gentleness and peace away, 

And mingle slowly with their native clay. 

The womb that bore them shall forget their seed, 

The hungry worm shall sweetly on them feed. 
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No more remembered shall their mem'ries be, 
Their wickedness is broken like a tree. 
They evil treat the barren, bearing not, 
Nor yet ameliorate the widow's lot. 
They draw the mighty with their cruel power, 
'They rise in wrath, and none are safe an hour. 
Although this safety God to them doth give, 
Wherein they rest while here on earth they live ; 
Yet still His watchful eyes observe their days, 
And mart the wickedness of all their ways. 
A little while are they exalted so, 
But soon are gone, and brought completely low. 
They (lie at last, and disappear from earth, 
Like all the others of a human birth ; 
Removed as stumbling-blocks from out the way, 
Of others rising to succeed their day ; 
Cut off like tops, that tall and thin adorn, 
But shade, and sap the ears of ripening com. 
If this 's not so, then who will now reply ? 
And prove my speech a base and empty lie ? 
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BILDADiS THIRD REPLY TO JOB. 

This reply of Bildad is! very short, /.opbai- does not attempt to 
answer. Jiliphaz is silent. Tills last speoob ul' Job has conlfcatnded them, 
l-!ildad : s speech is uimisine;. i.l.e who had, in his former addresses, been 
so positive ; so fail of trite, proverbial maxims of ancient wisdom; so cen- 
sorious, veiiemetit, and cruel ; now is completely 01 erthrown. He thinks 
he must say souict'aiiie ; tlint his honor and char: -.etc:' as a wise, jjnt! 
learned man. are al- slake ; ami yet he does not soom to know ivhatto say, or 
e himself from the treieoudomi humiliation of his unex- 
1 defeat. He docs not reply to Job's facts at all ; says 
nothing m answer to his arguments ; no docs ilo! even tonsure Job ; but 
as his maxim-; up pear to bo nearly e%-haiis!,o:i, he stiines together the low 
thai remain, about the (rrcabicts a id power of Cod, and i.iion pauses. He 
is not convinced, out silenced. The comroYCrsv bad in er. eeiiccrnliie; tin: 
dialings of God' with His creatures in this tt'orid. I'lbihaa, ilildad. and 
Zophiu- bad maLiitaineii tliat 0o(j panieies Llie wicked and cowards the 
righteous ir. this iifc ; that snfi'ormg lien- is the measure of one's sins; and 
that hence Job was a very wicked man. i.ecnuso iio was a very great suf- 
ferer-. Job, on the oilier hand, argued tj-.n- Ood docs nor treat liis crea- 
tures horo according lo their real characters; thai the righteous are ollen 
sorely aliliotod , Ilia: the wicked arc fremmnlly prospered : bye to a, "very 
old age: die in ponce, and pass away without ai.y l.ckens cf trie divine 
hidlgmit'ion ; and hence tiia.t bis (treadl'ul sulTeirngs did net necessarily 
provo jiini to be a wicked 'nan. The triumphant demonstration o:' taeso 
truths, in the speeches cf Job, is a viol: and jiierious io^aey beque<"J.he;i. as 
a comfort, io ah l.iiose wiio arc stricken and afflicted ir l lilis hie. Trinb 
aT:d ;,-njJl:i-:/'ii- on ijfii prove tja/U. They are not wwriltj ciittith-aneiittjo-i 
lerkuci: : 
spiriiual grott/li middcschjiinaid: of greater degree? oi divine kuowiedt/e. ■ of 
(;',.. pitrijVzdsj!: ■:■■:■' ■■<■■ hi h.-n-li-i,, ;.■:(; inKlfnu.-i -M'/tit; and of producing a 
more inUmse. leyighiy nj.'.er a gior ;'<;■;« in r; mortality. 

Thus Job replied : when Bildad rose instead, 
And speechless wonder held them while he said : 
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Dominion vast, ami fear with God obtain, 
He maketh peace in all nigh places reign. 
Doth any number count His armies o'er f 
On whom doth not His light supernal pour ? 
Then how can man he justified with God ? 
Whoso mortal form is hut a senseless clod ? 
Or how can he he clean and pure within, 
That is of woman always horn in sin? 
Behold the moon ; it shineth pale and dim, 
When, crowned with glory, we but think of Him. 
And, yea, the stars, that stud the brow of night, 
Are never pure, and spotless in His sight ; 
How much less man that is a worm of earth ? 
Or son of man that is of kindred birth ? 
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job's final reply to his three friends. 

Kbll'IUK. Uildad, mid Z'.minr base been silenced V.iy Job : s last speech. 
Job now closes lue con! rovers;- by u mosi oeauliful oowori'uh and over- 
lvJielri-Lint; answer In them all. 1 lo !irs;: poure [brill wiLhering sarcasm an 
7iihind ibr his short nod irrelevant speech, lie describes tiie power and 
unrest j- of GO'"!, with grea^ (recipience ."tal Siiriliidtr ; dispiuyiog' a- arcat 
trial of skill : pair, I log [no majesty ami e : o"y of the Ahniihty in the uwsl 
vivid colors ; and siiowma Ikat his views uioui [.lis jiove.'.'iimout are due 
to no mean concop-bous oi' His. uuriouu-.s. Job now pi-uses ['of Zopl::ir to 
reply. Eiijiiuia and liildud had cr.oh spoken three Limes, a:id Zophur but 
twice. It was now bis tern to answer, lint lie is si.eni. Job therefore 
continues, lie dceiurcs that while ho lived bis lips should not speak 
wiekeduoss, nor his tongue utt.or dcooii.. lie assorts bis innocence, and 
Hiiio that he cannot agree wii-ii his trie-mis, nor lvmsirjee his .sense of 
uprightness, nor behove that 1 is ailiiclioiis prove his ur.ilr.. hie expresses 

his abhorrence of the hypoeriio -n d the wicked , and alleges thai they 

wiil hi: punished, lie denies their ;>osil.io:i lhs.1. il is a uajversa: principle 
that the wicked arc- invariably pvimsbed iis they deserve iu this lift; but 
iidnhts tin.t sometimes I key are; llinr. nothing dei'mito in roia'ioi: lo char- 
acter can be ummst.akai.iy known ii-uin what n person suitors. Prom the 
l:itb to the. Si.((i vcrseef the iith chapter there seems to ho n rehearsal by 
Job of Zophnr's d-s-si; lion of the portion oi' a wicked num. Joi> reproves 
ii as "I'Biii-. - ' By Ibis he means thai ii; is no 1 , true as a universal principle, 
although il, may be in special cases. Tins must be the view lo be taken 
of those verses ; if iiol. we have Job giving up his (bain position tiiat the 
wicked are not fuily punished in this lilb. 'Die lieree, and vehement style 
is that of Zophar; ami, ;ls be had not replied tin: thin! lime, Job here 
apparently ropiie.- Sir him, by reciting r.Jio substance oi' bis views, as pre- 
viously c_woss.-d. This hypothesis relieves the bkiieiilty ami makes Job 
consistent in this speeeii wibi his former a.re.umont. .lie new shows thai 
true wisdom eor.si-ls in [be ;ear oi'l'.ie Lo'd ; that Ihongh ■nan has made 
profound investigations and diseovories into the arcana of nature; has 
shown creat skill in :.he art of minim;- imi re'ining gold, silver, iron, cop- 
per, and o;ln;-r metals; lias carried his c\-umi net ions, and searches far 
down into the hov.'ohs of the carlo ; lias tided the !;:'om:d. end produced 
food from il, nud discovered [ho looaihios of the prcoions metals ; lias sur- 
passed the iblelhgcnco and wisdom of the lower animals, and gone where 
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tin! vulture's eye has mil penetrated, ana whore the lion's whelp has not 
trodden; has ■Ji-^plu.vr.f.l c\.l ^ordinary [lowers of engineering, and physical 
strength; roiijoviufj rooks, overturning- mountains, cuturiij eanais, confin- 
ing boisterous if"ods, and r, messing the angry olcnmm.s : vol ho has failed 
to find out the secrets of true wisdom, or tno place where they may bo 
found. The K^vriiilioLiLi of science ur.d nature; the tlopi.-is of the sea ; and 
the intolh'et of mini are iucnnahlo of revealing divine vusdom. lie dcckucs 
that it cannot be gotten for gold and silver; nor valued with the gold of 
Ophir. precious onyx, or the sapphire; mu equaled by the crystal : not 
exchanged for Jewels; nor t- it:: 1 1 : i ?r jh_: 1 will; conns ami pearls; that it is 
abovo rubies; unequaled by the topaz, of I'khiouia ; and incoeqiarnble 
with pure gold, .llo says it :s h.'d iiu:u i.l:e eyes of ail livit-;;-, and .fept 
close fro :n the fowls of the air. iJosM-iiction nod death say they have 
only heard of the fame of it with their curs. lint .lob say,-, God under- 
stands the v.-ny thereof and knows the place where it is found. He 
declares He looks to the ends of the earth and sees under the whole hea- 
vens; lie wuhgholn the winds, and w;tc;s by measure ; and that when Un 
made a deoree for the lightning' ol thunder. He saw il, dat'lavcd it. ui;d 
searched it out ; and said unto man ; Hoi mid the ihar of the Lord, that is 
wisdom ; and lo depart from evil is undersrandini;-. Job now adverts to 
his mm ease, further to show the iiysiofy of God, and reply to- his friends. 
He refers to Iris former prosperity ; corir-jsts if with his present condition : 
relates a few of the l.ra a suctions of his hie ; dceiaros lie had been faithful 
in his defies to Uodaiirt man ; and re-asserls ins iiiiogiiLy. He draws a 
ixiam.ifui picture of his condition, when Uod smiled on him; when his 
children were '.vita aim ; when young men rel.ired before him in public 
places ; princes and nobies put their hands on l.heir mouths : when all the 
eyes thai saw bin;, and all the ears that heard him, blessed him fur his 
kindness, ami ijouovo.cnce to the fatherless, anil b> him that was ready to 
perish ; when ho put on righteousness as a rohe at;d diadem ; and was 
eyes to the blind, a.;ia feet to the lame. ilio then speaks of Ins jireseni 
condition. He complains that the young, woo.se fathei-s bo would disdain 
to set with tiie doas of his dock, fiave liin; in derision ; that children of 
fools, base men, aim viler fha.n the earth, make him their song, ami by- 
word. He refers lo ins bodily sufferings, and to the loathsomeness of his 
disease. Ho declares that he erics in vain to Clod, ami that ho beneves 
Jle uesigus to iirin-; iiim down to death. lie says that although he lias 
blessed others, yet he is a brother to dragons, and a companion lo owls. 
Ho then draws an luiaii tai.de and beautiful picture of his private life. Ilia 
friends had accused him of great v. ioiceduoss. luitiieroifuincss to the poor, 
the widow, and the orphan, ami other crying sins, lie declares that his 
life had beoi. chaste ; that he had made a eoeouaut with his eyes ; that he 
did not allow himself to look upon a maid ; that sincerity and solemnity 
always marked his iife ; dial, no injustice stained his inmiis ; that he bad 
been faithful and true to his marriage vows; faithful and kind to his ser- 
vants ; oenevolei I to the poor, the orphan, ami widow : free from idolatry, 
trusting not in Ltoid, nor worshiping the sun and '.noon ; that ho had not 
euvsed'his enemies; thai lie wr.s tree from secret sins, cloaked (a- hidden 
in "his bosom ; that innocence in ah luLags Lad coca ciaiutaineu in heart 
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find lifts. He liec'iircs r.liiit the rooosd or' his lid; is s:.s we and doim .hui-. 
if ■Ai-i'.L-H.'iL out in ii book, he would liiy il oil h's Sriouider, and bind it on 
his bead sis a riiailimi. ili: Imally iiihsLjirs- i.Iiul- Ins bui not. us charged, 
seized i-hc lands of'otiiors ; ii he laid ho prayoii tlmi, t.ihsUcs might over- 
spread his own hind instead oi' wheal, ui.d coekles iusi.end ot bm'hsy. 
Hiivii-.y: tins Liime over Lhu ivnol? ji'i'ouinl of reisiy. in derail, and in the 
most bieal, uenul.iriil. copious, and sublime maune:, ho ieels that he has 
['uily viLidionled himselflo bis liii'iiiis, and to sios Unity. Tnis closes the 
controversy between Job and hia friends. 

But Job with confidence find hope inspired, 

Of 1 > ilil ;ul lliiis l.t'lumjiliaiilly iiKjuired : 

How now hast thou in this distressing hour, 

Assisted one that is devoid of power? 

How savest thou l he arm that hath no strength 'i 

With comfort, faith, and hope fix pressed at length ? 

By words so prolix, relevant, and true, 

How much your answer doth my strength renew ? 

How well, with counsel, thou Ao->\- now control. 

A man devoid of* wisdom in his soul? 

And how abundantly hast thou expressed, 

The boasted knowledge thai, inspires thy breast ? 

So wise, and stilled, pretentious, and devout, 

How hast thou poured thy wondrous learning out ? 

To whom hast thou addressed thy lengthy speech ? 

Or whom attempted pompously to teach ? 

What mavv'lous claims of inspiration lie, 

Within -(.tit's wisdom of thy long reply '? 

So fierce, accusing, and severe before, 

How mild, and gracious, and sublime you soar? 

How wondrously your answer now is fraught, 

With apothegms from ancient- sages brought ? 
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But strains sarcastic I will now forbear, 

And weightier matters in my speech declare. 

Yon say that God's dominion vast doth rise, 

To places high, and armies of the sties. 

His power, I tell [hoe, far beyond extends, 

And infinitely all thy views transcends. 

Beneath the waters ghostly giants groan, 

And shades of Slicol tremble, quale and moan. 

The dreadful rtumstars which the depths contain, 

In anguish shake, and own His mighty reign. 

The nether world is naked to His eyes, 

And Hades gaping, wide beneath. Him lies. 

The vast abyss His ken doth e'er explore, 

Profound destruction hath no cov'ring o'er. 

And Sheol's regions, dismal, dark, and drear, 

Unseen by men, before Him quake and fear. 

The universe beneath his great control, 

Doth fear and tremble hi its inmost soul. 

The North He stretclietli o'er the empty place. 

And heaven's pavilioned over boundless space. 

The earth unpropt, and high o'er nothing swung, 

His mighty power on emptiness hath hung, 

He bottleth up the waters in His clouds, 

And heaven and earth in darkness deep enshrouds. 

The fragile vapors hold abundant rain, 

And yet the clouds unrent beneath remain. 

lie- hekieth back his throne from mortal sight. 

And spreads a cloud upon its dazzling light. 
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The awe and splendor of its burning face, 
No lmman vision can survive and trace. 
His vast pavilion's darkly round Him closed, 
Of clouds and waters thick and black composed. 
The vail sometimes lie malt nth frail and thin, 
And shoots His glory fa only from within. 
The arching bow thill spans (.lie .[':■■ t.- mil y cloud, 
The vivid lightnings of the thunders loud ; 
Auroral mora, in purple garments dressed, 
The brighter glories crimson fid in the west ; 
The shooting splendors of the northern air, 
And jeweled dome refulgent with its glare ; 
In giory, majesty and love combined. 
Are faint reflections from His throne behind. 
The waters also He hath compassed round, 
,Vid c'eai'ly lived their (■ireimKimbient bound ; 
To where the light with darkness gently blends, 
And also till the outer darkness ends.* 
The pillars rock beneath the empyreal roof, 
And greatly wonder at His loud reproof. 
The rugged mountains tremble in surprise, 
Whoso brawny backs support the vaulted skies, 
The porid'rous earth vibrated when He. spoke. 
He touched the hills, and all did quickly smoke. 



* The ar.ciesit Arabs krlievi«I Hie cnrlli l.o be pniToimikil "■:;.■ a rirevmi- 
aiiibltnl- oc/aii; that the i.srti) rJouwri in it jiku an vyg In nalcr; that two 
uuricujill'iu circle, the mm-r of ]\^b\. stir! Hie ouU.t of darkness, marked 
this ocean. Job save God drew His con pass round it out to the eud of 
light and darkness. 
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The sea He scourgeth by His mighty will, 

And terrifieth till it lieth still. 

By under standing low He Hmil.es its pride, 

And lifted up, subdues the angry tide. 

His spirit, too, the heavens hath garnished bright, 

With constellations in the "brow of night. 

His hand hath formed the crooked Serpent's folds, 

Or flying Dragon which the heavens patrols ; 

A constellation formed of eighty orbs, 

Whose lazy coils the sunny sky absorbs ; 

Whose brilliant windings, ;md whose golden loops, 

Consist of stars that march in spiral troops ; . 

Whose convolutions all for ever Toll, 

In tort'ous windings round the northern pole : 

Whose head's beneath tie foot of Hercules, 

Whose primal coil, about seventeen degrees, 

Directly north of T.yra graceful bends, 

And eashvardly m ea*y fold? extends. 

His second northwardly doth then expand, 

Fourteen degrees almost to Cepheus' band. 

Another loop about fifteen degrees, 

Below the first the nightly gazer sees. 

And westward thence he throws his lessened size, 

In smaller folds along the shining skies ; 

Until the monster hides his tail with care, 

Between the Greater, and the Lesser Bear. 

These glorious orbs that decorate the sky, 

And burn in splendor, countless, vast, and high ; 
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Shout forth the wisdom, and the power of God, 

To mortals dwelling on this earthly elod. 

These ways are parts that lint the surface skim, 

Mow faint's the whisper we have heard of Him ? 

Behold, the thunder of His voice is grand, 

But who this thunder now can understand ? 

Since all we've seen, or heard of Him helow, 

Compared with wonders which we do not know; 

Is like a whisper indistinctly heard, 

Compared 'with rolling thunders of His word; 

Oh ! who hath weighed, the soul's immortal dower, 

When it shall hear the thunder of His power I 

Moreover, .Toll eon timed hi* discourse. 

With deeply earnest, and expressive force : 

As certainly as God H irnseTi' doth live, 

Refuse me justice, and afilici.ions give; 

With deepest sorrow vexed my bitter soul, 

And tried me sore beyond my own control ; 

As long as breath within me here remains, 

Or God's own spirit in my nostrils reigns ; 

My lips shall speak no wished, vain deceit, 

No words my tongue shall utter indiscreet. 

No vindication I will ever make, 

Of wicked actions for the wicked's sake. 

Nor sophistry, nor craft will I employ, 

The truth with falsehood, smoothly to alloy. 

But God forbid thai I should hold you ju.-f. 

Or in your falsehoods ever put my trust ; 
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That I should plead conviction in your sight, 

And basely own your sinking cause is right. 

Until I die will 1 no] pal. from me, 

The consciousness of ray integrity. 

I'll hold my righteousness for ever fast, 

Nor yet forsake it while my life shall last. 

Willi deep calamil.y afllieted sore, 

Deprived of wealth, and friends, and comfort more ; 

Bereft of children, groaning ev'ry breath, 

Assailed by slander, and attacked by death ; 

My heart as hollow, false, and insincere, 

Shall not reproach me while I tarry here. 

But let mine enemy, exposed to light, 

Be like the wicked in Tl is holy sigh; ; 

And hirn that doth against, my soul arise, 

Be like th' unrighteous in His sacred eyes. 

No greater judgments I could wish a foe, 

Than He will yet on wicked men bestow. 

Be hence convinced I do not them defend, 

Nor doubt the niis'ry of their final end. 

For what's the hope [lie hypocrite displays, 

Though gains ill-got1.cn crown his gilded days '? 

Although he iveaveth till his web is done, 

And prosper greatly iill his sands are run. 

When God shall take away his wretched soul, 

By death and troubles he cannot control ; 

When judgments' billows roll in sorrow high, 

Will God regard his hypocritic cry ? 
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If he detest the rod, hut not the sin, 
Will sweet forgiveness then his pleading win ? 
Will he deliglit in God Almighty then ? 
When all his joy lias boon with wicked men ? 
Will he take pleasure in the law of God, 
And love the chast'niiigs of His heavy rod? 
On God, in prayer unceasing, will ho call ? 
Or only when His crushing judgments fall f 
Concerning now His dispensations hero, 
And all His dealings, gentle and severe ; 
By arguments adduced from what He's done, 
And shown most clearly nolo ev'ry one ; 
Will I attempt the mighty truth to reach, 
And imto you in love and wisdom teach. 
His hand, His works, and skill will I reveal, 
And what is with Him will I not conceal. 
Behold your eyes have always seen it plain, 
Then why are yon so altogether vain ? 
And why assert such false opinions here ? 
And seek my sou! wil.h monstrous lies to cheer? 
Your views are false, and what you teach is vain, 
For yon declare that proof of guilt ispain. 
From observations, and from maxims old, 
You thus affirm in speeches fierce and hold : 
Behold, the portion which a wicked man, 
Receives on earth from God's eternal plan ! 
The dreadful end oppressors here demand, 
And all obtain from God Almighty's hand ! 
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If chiYbe'i multiply ;-.round his board. 

It is for slaughter by the cruel sword. 

In hon-id war shall they lie surely slain, 

And none shall ever in his house remain. 

His hungry olf'spring. starving and unfed, 

Shall not be satisfied with daily bread. 

His last survivors death shall bmy deep, 

Devoid of grief his widows ne'er shall weep. 

No friends shall seek Ms wretched life to save, 

And death alone shall dig his lonely grave. 

No funeral dirge, nor wailing kin shall mourn, 

When low his soul to Sheol's shades is borne. 

Though piles of silver, raised like heaps of clay, 

lie treasure up, and safely hide away ; 

Though suits of raiment, countless, rich and rave, 

Like hills ofdi^t his van tiling soul prepare : 

The just shall wear them, sumpt'ously supplied. 

The innocent his riches shall divide. 

His costly changes, boundless wealth, and all, 

Among the righteous, parted round, shall fall, 

As moths before they leave the larva-state, 

Consume I ho nap. and houses frail create; 

Composed of pulpy stuff, and moistened through, 

With preparations made of slimy glue ; 

And fixed with stakes, and slender cords enough, 

To hold it down upon the fragile stuff; 

Or as the watchman builds Ids booth of clay, 

For rest and shelter from the sultry ray ; 
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When, reddening vineyards, oft with shout and sling, 

He tends, to scare the plund'rcrs of the wing ; 

So lie doth re.'i.r his IVail and filmy nest, 

la which his faint find weary limbs may rest. 

The rich oppressor suddenly shall die, 

And not he gathered in the grave to lie ; 

Unwarned, and sudden, is his final lot, 

His eyes ho opcnef.li, and hehold he's not. 

L'ngi.ii.hcred and detested he shall he, 

An unumed victim of hypocrisy. 

His downy hed shall not he sweetly made, 

In Shed's deep, and tr'a.]i<[U;lizing shade. 

Like those unburied, he shall wander round, 

Devoid of rest in Hides' shadows found. 

As angry floods and tumid waters flow, 

And deluge suddenly the fields below ; 

As robbers, unexpectedly at night, 

Do come Ivy stealth and plunder with delight ; 

So terrors on him sudden hold shall take, 

And violently make him. fear and quake. 

A dreadful tempest rageth with dismay, 

And in the night, it stoalvth him away. 

As whirlwinds rising in the Fast do sweep, 

Like storms that roar across the crested deep ; 

Or burning blasts that in the deserts spring,' 

Oppressive, sultry, erisping ev'ry thing; 

Ov j'n.i.'iou;; teiujiosts, di'i\ing o'er the land, 

With devastation, left on ev'ry hand ; 
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So swept away in fury from the world, 
Shall he be swiftly from Ms dwelling hurled ; 
For God His LhumierlioHs si all on him cast, 
And rain unsparingly His dreadful blast. 
Condemned, and chained by his supreme command, 
He fain would flee from out His smiling hand. 
And men shall clap their hands at his disgrace, 
And hiss him scornfully from out his place. 
Such monstrous sentiment- you hold and teach, 
And such results in your conclusions reach. 
Your views are (idse, your arguments absurd, 
These hald opinions many limes I've heard. 
The portion which you tearfully declare, 
The wicked man in ev'ry ease doth share ; 
Sometimes the righteous swiftly overtake, 
Sometimes the wicked marv'Iotisly forsake. 
From observations made in ev'ry age, 
By hoary men, from long exper'euce sage ; 
The real character doth not appear, 
From pains, anil penalties inflicted here. " 
Confuted, answered, silenced, and o'orthrown, 
I now will turn to higher issues grown ; 
And rest submissively my righteous cause, 
In full dependence on His higher laws ; 
Unfolded matchlessly in Wisdom's plan, 
But yet unfathomed by the mind of man. 
Super'or wisdom, art, and strength of will, 
Hath man. evinced in metal! urgio skill. 
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For surely now for silver there's a vein, 

An outlet where its precious ores remain. 

By toil and cur'ous knowledge man lmt.lt found, 

This hidden treasure stored within the ground ; 

JI;ii-j brought it forth, refined with wondrous skill, 

And made the metal useful ends fulfill. 

.lint greater wisdom man doth still unfold, 

By finding out the richer beds of gold ; 

By skilful methods never known before, 

By which the dust is purified from ore : 

For surely now the golden rock is mined, 

And workshops built in which it is refined ; 

And wrought in ornaments, with marv'lous care, 

Of rings and chains and jewels rich and rare. 

The iron's taken from the earth in dust, 

Contained in veins below the surface's crust. 

Still greater skill, and labor vastly more, 

Hath man expended on this stubborn ore. 

The molten stone, extracted irorn the mine, 

By glowing heal discharges copper fine. 

His wisdom, skill, and penetration keen, 

In ev'ry region also now is seen. 

He sets an end to darkness, fear, and doubt, 

And clearly se.areltet.lt all perfection out. 

The darkest realms beneath the earth's domain, 

Ho delveth through in quest of golden gain. 

The stones of darkness, hidden deep in mines, 

He hunteth out, and precious things refines. 
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The dreadful shade, or pitchy darkness low, 

In caves and depths where daylight doth not go ; 

He penetrates, with faith and skill combined, 

And lights the dungeons with his glowing mind. 

Far down from where his dwelling-place doth stand, 

He sinks a shaft within the nether land ; 

Suspends himself with cord and bucket then, 

And swings himself below the sight of men. 

A subterran'an fountain l>reakcth in, 

Where oft the miner digs the strata thin ; 

The waters pour a swift, and drowning sheet, 

Forsaken quickly by the miner's feet ; 

But soon, through skill, they pump them dry again, 

And drain the pit of water, from the men. 

The aits of tillage skill and wisdom show, 

From out the earth nutritious grain doth grow ; 

The light of science on the art is shed, 

And lo ! the ground doth yield abundant bread. 

Beneath the furrows which the plough doth turn, 

The fiery diamonds, and the rubies burn. 

Within l.ho globe then- hangs a glowing dome, 

Where molten lava makes its burning home ; 

That spouts from craters, generates the Steam, 

Upheaves the earth, and rugged strata scam. 

Its stones are places where the sapphire's hue, 

Doth shine and sparkle with celestial blue. 

The dusts of gold are mingled in the sand, 

That mountain torrents wash upon the land. 
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The miners v.-iMiMtL!; 1 ., i: : .uuit:y |>;iih below, 
No flying fowl of heaven, or earth doth know. 
Through dungeons deep his narrow way doth lie, 
Where rarnous birds would never dam Co fly. 
The vulture's eye so piercing and so keen, 
His solemn passage never yet hath seen. 
The lion's whelps i.hat evYy danger dare, 
Have never trod the minor's windings there. 
His dark, sepulchral, ie.in'ul, crooked road, 
The aged lion never llereely strode. 
No rav'nons bird that plies the savage wing, 
Nor fearless beast that makes the desert ring ; 
Would venture down, allured by snout of prey, 
Where he, for gold, doth blast his dang'rous way. 
With grappling toil courageously he locks, 
And puttt.-ili for Mi his hand upon the rocks. 
Intrepid, daring, onward ho explores, 
And hews his way through flinty and sparry ores. 
Behind his march the shattered rock he puts, 
And overturneth mountains by tho roots. 
Inspired by gold lie works by slow degrees, 
Till ruined nature bold the victor sees. 
Among the rocks where hoary fountains sleep, 
No hewcth drains and cutteth livers deep. 
His eye discovers ov'ry precious speck, 
Within the rocks his flying pick doth peck. 
With skilful art he hinds the oozing streams, 
That weep, and drown the shaft from open seams. 
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The thing that's hid, imbedded deep in night, 

He search ctli out, ami bringclli ix.Ttli to light; 

The buried gems that in the strata shine, 

He turns from darkness into uses fine. 

Yet art, and science, plied with human skill, 

Nowhere discover God's profounder Will. 

Investigations into nature's laws, 

Resolveth not die myst'j'y of my cause. 

The penetr.if.ion of Ikt deepest mines, 

No moral wonders ever once divines. 

Jehovah's laws and plans of dealing here, 

In fossil strata do not thus appear. 

Hi;- morn! government of human souls, 

No rocky volume of the earth unrolls. 

i lis secret reasons, purposes, and plan, 

Are marv'Ious puzzles to the mind of man. 

No delving miner yet hath found the mine, 

Where these bright gems, in sparkling luster, shine. 

But where doth wisdom's heavenly voice resound ? 

And where's the place of understanding found? 

The price thereof no mortal man doth know, 

The way thereof no miner bold can show. 

Among the living none can find its course, 

But higher far she has Iier heavenly source. 

The depth deeltires : 'tis not indeed in me, 

Nor yet in me, responds the roaring sea. 

"lis gotten neither for the finest gold, 

No weight of silver tells its price untold. 
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Its heavenly value wondrostsk' outshines, 

The precious gold of Ophirs richest mines. 

Compared, in splendor, with its dazzling shade, 

The flashing sapphires, and the onyx fade. 

Such marv'Ious value crowns this heavenly thing, 

That gold and crystal can no equal bring. 

And gems pellucid, rich with sparkling nones, 

Appear, in luster, like tin: busiest fit ones. 

Nor yet for vessels, jewels fine, and strange, 

Shall ever hence be its immense exchange. 

If now we prize this brightest gem of worlds, 

No mention's made of comb, or of pearls. 

The price of wisdom's costly merchandise, 

Transcends the value that in rubies lies. 

The brilliant topaz Ethiopia, brings, 

Cannot compare with its celestial things. 

Then whence doth wisdom's heavenly voice resound? 

And whenee's the place of imderMan ding ibmid '! 

For close 'tis hid from cv'ry searching eye, 

And secret kept from all the fowls that fly. 

Inventive, bold, sagacious, searching man, 

Has failed, its secrets or its depths to scan. 

The miner's shaft within the earth below, 

The hidden regions where his way doth go ; 

The rav'nous bird that <ees the longest way, 

The wildest: beasts that hunt their trembling prey ; 

The precious stones that sparkle, glow, and burn, 

With hoary ocean, all declare in turn ; 
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In all our searching, and inquiring round, 

This priceless treasure we have never found. 

Destruction too, and Sheol's gloomy shade, 

From nether regions their replies have made : 

Not in those realms her heavenly seat appears, 

The fame thereof we've heard within our ears. 

But God alone doth understand its way, 

He knoweth whore its place ITis hand did lay. 

For He doth look, with omnipresent glance, 

And all things sec beneath the heaven's expanse. 

When He proportioned, with exact designs, 

And weighed in balances the restless winds ; 

When He did measure in His hollow hand, 

The boundless waters of the sea and land ; 

When He did make a fixed decree for rain, 

And cleave a pathway for the lightning's chain ; 

When worlds, from nothing, Ho did cause to spring, 

And laws assigned to ev'ry single thing ; 

Then He did see, and publish it about, 

Yea, He prepared, and throughly searched it out. 

And unto man, by revelations, oft, 

By inspirations, visions, voices soft; 

He said : Behold, it is the fear of God, 

In sweet submission to His blessed rod ; 

And that is wisdom, giving peace within, 

And understanding's to depart from sin. 

But 0, that now, as once in months ago, 

As in the days when God preserved me so ; 
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My life of happiness, so unalloyed, 

With all the "blessings which I then enjoyed ; 

Could I again recall, and live it o'er, 

And have His favor as I had before ; 

When by His counsel I ivas safely led, 

And bright His candle shone upon my head ; 

When in His light, like torches borne before, 

The caravans that o'er the deserts pour; 

I walked through darkness, led from hour to hour, 

Upheld, and guided hy His heavenly power ; 

As in the days of ripe, autumnal life, 

Mature, perfected, free from care and strife ; 

When riches, power, and honors bore me down, 

As ripened fruits the trees, and vineyards crown ; 

When God presided over all my tent, 

And never from my private counsel went ; 

But made His constant couch and cushion there, 

And all His secrets trusted to my care ; 

When fh' Almighty then with me did dwell, 

And ev'iy danger always did dispel ; 

When all my children round me close did cling, 

And sweetest comfort to my bosom bring ; 

When superfluities did so abound, 

And wealth redundant all my labors crowned ; 

That I did wash my steps with butter sweet, 

And streams ol' milk abounded round my feet ; 

And rocky presses, reared by humble toil, 

Did pour me rivers full of precious oil. 
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When through the city to the gate I went, 

To hold my court within the public lent ; 

And sat as judge above the low and high, 

Their various causes both to hear and try ; 

When I prepared within the open street, 

My loi'iy pulpit, and judicial seat; 

The young men saw me as I passed along, 

To sit in judgment on the right and wrong ; 

And at my presence rev'rently withdrew, 

And hid themselves from out my gracious view. 

The aged men, from their profound respect, 

Arose at once and stood, in awe, erect 

The princes, too, from rev'rence were restrained, 

And instantly from talking all refrained. 

Respect and silence moved them when they saw, 

And on their mouths tbey laid their hands in awe. 

The nobles also quickly held their peace, 

They hid their voices, and from words did cease ; 

Against their mouths their tongues did cleave so quick, 

That all their words within their throats did stick. 

The ear that heard the righteous tilings I said, 

The richest blessings on my head did shed. 

The eye that saw me. Hlled with wonder, hung, 

In pleased amazement, on my moving tongue. 

Because the poor thai cried in their distress, 

Whom grasping l.yn'tni's did, from greed, oppress; 

That had no counsel to espouse their cause, 

And plead their case before the righteous laws ; 
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I heard at length, and from oppression saved, 

And gave the judgment pity kindly craved ; 

Because the fatherless that had no aid, 

I oft delivered from the charges made ; 

Because as judge I saw that right was done, 

And equal justice dealt to ev'ry one. 

From him, that greed, ami lies, and power abused, 

That stood before me (iilsely oft accused; 

Pursued, and hunted, worn with grief, and care, 

And ready now to perish from despair ; 

Unbounded blessings often on me came, 

Because I sought to vindicate his name. 

The widow's heart I caused to sing for joy, 

In her defense my tongue did I employ. 

Unjust exactions always I repressed, 

Her cruel wrongs I worthily redressed. 

As magistrate I put on righteousness, 

And wore it always for my daily dress. 

I/rt i parti iU justice, merciful, and sweet, 

Completely clothed me down from head to feet. 

My just decisions, famous o'er the globe, 

Became my diadem, and flowing robe. 

These sumpt'ous garments meekly worn, and shown, 

Distinguished me, and made me always known. 

And I was eyes to all the lost and blind, 

Their guide, and counselor, and friend combined. 

And feet was I to all the halt and lamo, 

For what they'd do, did I for them the same. 
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I counseled, and reformed the evil doer, 

And was a father also to the poor. 

I took them under my protecting care, 

And as my children gave them oft a share, 

The cause I knew not, I inquired about, 

And though unknown, I throughly searched it out. 

The wicked's jaws, like ravage beasts of prey, 

I always broke, and took their game away. 

I crushed their grinders, and their plans did foil, 

And from their teeth did pluck their trembling spoil. 

So prosp'rous, and so settled then was I, 

I said : within this downy nest I'll die. 

This bower of bliss, so harmless, and so sweet, 

This nest of love, so quiet, and complete ; 

With friends, and family, encompassed round, 

With riches, honors, and with pleasures crowned ; 

No waste of time, nor blight of change shall know, 

But be my paradise of joy below ; 

And like the palm that lifts its aged form, 

Unchanged by time, or blasted by the storm ; 

Or as the Phoenix, free from age, and fears, 

Retains its vigor for a thousand years ; 

When lo ! a fire proceeds from out its nest, 

And burns the bird, except an egg possessed 

Of power, again from which flic members grow, 

And rise to life and fairer beauty show ; 

My days, prolonged, and honored in the land, 

Shall multiply like countless grains of sand. 
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While others stinted, scrubby, gnarled, and dried, 
In deserts grew, or on the mountain side ; 
My root did spread along the vital stream, 
And e'er with moisture, given and thrifty, teem. 
As vegetation on the sandy plains, 
Devoid of nutrient, and growing rains ; 
Rejoiceth greatly when the humid dew, 
Distills at night, mid gently wota it through ; 
Or round the pools, and in the fatt'ning mire, 
The reeds and mshes grow immensely higliur ; 
Thus all the night, so thrifty, and so stanch, 
The dews distilled, and lay upon my "branch. 
My glory, in me ever fresh and new, 
In strength and vigor marvelously grew. 
As trees are changed in si?;e from year to year, 
By making green and tender leaves appear ; 
So ever drawn, throughout its twanging length, 
Within my hand, my how renewed its strength. 
Astonished counselors to me gave ear, 
And waited patiently my words to hear. 
No interruption or reply was made, 
But at my counsel ev'ry mouth was stayed. 
They never dared Lo contradict my word, 
And when I'd spoken not a tongue was stirred. 
As falls the dew, and drops the vital rain, 
In growing showers upon tlie grassy plain; 
My speech like honey from my lips distilled, 
And dropped upon them, with amazement filled. 
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No harsh rejoinder did on me recoil, 

My mouth was smoother than the finest oil, 

As oft the plants and tender herbs do wait, 

For showers to make their roots prolificate ; 

So longingly did they for me remain, 

As if they waited for the early rain. 

Their thirsty months they opened far and wide, 

As if impatient for l.he Litter tide. 

They gave such heed to everything I said, 

They took for words the motions of my head. 

In ev'ry feature of my speaking face, 

They sought, my sentiments an el thoughts, to trace. 

Within my winking or expressive eyes, 

They read conclusively my short replies. 

If any policies or plans of state, 

Were once proposed in council for debate ; 

If on them then I laughed, or looked askance, 

They dropped the mailer at a single glance. 

Bui when my- countenance lit up with joy, 

No words opposing did. their tongues employ. 

My frown or smile at ev'wy thing proposed, 

The matter settled, and the subject closed. 

I chose their way as pilot, head, and guide, 

And on my cornice! idways they relied. 

In ev'ry council, gathered long or brief, 

I formed the head, and always sat as chief 

Addressed by all with gracious bows and stoops, 

I dwelt as king above subservient troops. 
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The mourners too, amidst their grief and tears, 

I always comforted, and charmed their fears. 

Bat now, indeed, do those of fewer days, 

Deride and scorn me, in unnumbered ways ; 

Whose fathers, too, would I disdain to send, 

Among the dogs that did my flocks attend. 

Yea, vulgar vagi' ants, feeble, abject, see, 

Of what avail is all their power to me ? 

From whom maturity has passed away, 

Kmaseulate, and perished by decay. 

So changed, reduced, and prostrate now I lie, 

That such vile outcasts taunt, and pass inc by. 

These homeless wretches, withered, dried, and mean, 

Through want and hunger, long consumed, and lean; 

Alone, forsaken, flee, despised away, 

To trackless regions, far and wide to stray ; 

To wildernesses, with tumultous haste, 

JienighH'd, gloomy, desolate and waste ; 

And through the deserts, scamper, scour, and grub, 

And gnaw the roots, and chew the bitter shrub. 

They cut the mallows, famous for Jheir cures, 

Emollient, and rich with brilliant flowers ; 

Or Halimus, a plant of saltish taste, 

That grows abundant in the scanty waste ; 

And gorge the leaves that wildly shoot and tower, 

As dainty salad, pungent, raw, and sour. 

They wander round among the bnshes there, 

And gather scantily their wretched fare. 
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Sometimes for change, or relish they prefer, 

And cut for food the roots of juniper; 

Or bitter Retem, shrubs of largest size, 

That, green and thrifty, in the valleys rise, 

As vagabonds, unlit for human kind, 

On plunder bent, and viciously inclined; 

Expelled, as nuisances, from social life, 

Willi base propensities '.au\ habits rile ; 

They drove them forth in hopes of sweet relief, 

And cried behind them, as behind a thief; 

To dwell in cliffs of valleys deep and wide, 

In caves and rook;! n long Ihe mountain side j 

In horrid gulphs, and glens profound and strange, 

Where savage beasts in fury roar and range ; 

In frightful wadies. far remote from men, 

Whore winter torrents rave and dry again ; 

In gloomy caverns, humid, cold, and deep, 

Where serpents hiss, and deadly vipers creep. 

Among the bushes pitcously they bray. 

And wild and homeless in the deserts stray. 

Beneath the nettles oft in crowds they meet, 

And under hedges make their social seat. 

As sons of fools, and imps of meanest birth, 

No viler wretches ever cursed the earth ; 

A brood of infamy, without a name, 

Like savage beasts devoid of fear or shame ; 

An ill-begotten, impious, bastard band, 

Disowned of men, and chidden from the land. 
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And now alas ! am I become their song, 
Tn jeering strains my woes they oft prolong. 
So great and wretched do my snff'rings seem, 
I'm now their by-word and their jesting theme. 
My sorrows keen they use l,o point their throws, 
They pith their ribaldry with all my woes. 
As most abominable in their eyes, 
They now abhor me, and my soul despise, 
These bandits vile, degraded, and forlorn, 
Expelled from men, aecursed, and lowly-born ; 
Disdain me now, and hate my luckless day, 
And far removed betake themselves away. 
Discourt'ously they heap on me disgrace, 
And spare no spittle from my stricken face. 
Because th' Almighty now hath loosed my cord, 
Unstrung my bow, and left me so abhorred ; 
Relaxed my vigor, made me desolate, 
And helpless now myself to vindicate ; 
Afflicted me with loss of home and friends, 
And loathsome sickness sorely on me sends ; 
They now unloose, mul let their bridle free, 
Cast off restraint, and pour contempt on me. 
Indeed, upon my right, in honor's place, 
This brood doth rise, a njost detested race ; 
Unlike the aged, noble, wise, and good, 
That once before me always rose and stood ; 
They push away my sore, and swollen feet, 
And crowd, and jostle me along the street. 
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Ab often ramparts armies do erect, 

By which themselves from danger to protect ; 

While swift destruction thence they quick prepare, 

And hurl it headlong through the hissing air; 

So now against me foarfnlly they raise, 

Their hostile bulwarks, and destructive ways. 

They mar my path and sorely trouble me, 

And thus help forward my calamity. 

Of most contempt' o us and ignoble birth, 

They have no helper, and no Mend on earth. 

As inundations, deep, tumult'ous pour, 

And breaking waters wildly rush and roar ; 

Or bold irruptions of a conquering foe, 

Through breaches made, in madd'mg fury go : 

So do these legion-, fierce, "victorious, come, 

And sfvil.e my sonl, in wild amazement, dumb. 

Restrained before by lofty walls around, 

Of rank and office, wealth, and power that frowned ; 

But now completely breached, and battered low, 

By woe's battalions, rushing to and fro ; 

They roll ihemsoives in desolation?; round, 

And burl me headlong on the groaning ground. 

Against me now the grimmest terrors turn, 

Malicious forces hot against me burn. 

My gon'rous soul, magnanimous, and kind, 

They still pursue like restless gales of wind. 

Like clouds that vanish in the noonday sun, 

My welfare passeth, and my race is run, 



y Google 



224 job's finat. reply to his thi. 

Dissolved in grief, reduced to mobile clay, 

My son], poured out, like water flows away. 

Affliction's dayu have taken hold on me, 

And grief anil trouble constantly I see. 

With darting pain my hones are pierced by night, 

My restless sinews take no sweet delight. 

The sumpt'ous garments I did once possess, 

Are changed by virtue of my sore distress. 

By force of sickness, void of all relief, 

Unbounded pain is now my robe of grief. 

The acrimonious hnmor of my boils, 

My spotless elolhing miserably soils. 

The stubborn violence of my disease, 

Deprives my garment of the slightest ease. 

It girds me tight and close about doth wind, 

As round my neck my tunic's mouth doth bind. 

In mire and dirt lie's cast me deep and dumb, 

Till dust and ashes I am now become. 

Inanimate, devoid of hope or plan, 

I'm move like, nutter than a real man. 

I ery to thee and. sock to gain thy ear, 

But yet my cry, alas, thou dost not hear. 

I stand erect and pour my prayers to thee, 

But thou regardest not my humble plea. 

Unmerciful and deaf thou art become, 

Remote, sublime, insensible, and dumb. 

Thy dealings, too, are terribly severe, 

Thy mighty power against me doth appear. 
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As sandy pillars which in deserts rise, 
Majestic, grand, and tow'ring to the skies ; 
Approach, retreat, gyrate., and swiftly sail, 
Before the fury of the sultry gale ; 
So thou dost lift me up before the wind, 
Of fell disease and troubles sore combined ; 
And cause me now, dissolved in terror there, 
To ride the whirlwind of supreme despair. 
I know that thou wilt bring me down to death, 
Th' appointed house for all of mortal breath. 
And he'll not stretch His powerful hand to save, 
Nor rescue mortals from the noisome grave ; 
Although they cry, and seek to Him in prayer, 
When Mis destruction comes to lay them there. 
Did 1 deserve this hard and cruel fate ? 
Was I myself so incompassionate ? 
Did I not feci, and always quickly weep, 
For one o'envhelmod i:i seas of trouble deep ? 
Did I not pity ev'ry evil doer f 
Was not my soul, distressed for all the poor? 
But when I looked for blessings rich and great, 
Then evil came and made me desolate. 
Sincere, upright, benevolent, and kind, 
1 thought compassion I should surely find. 
But when I waited for abounding light, 
Then darkness came, and universal night. 
My bowels boil with raging heat and pain, 
Arid mental anguish constantly doth reign. 
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Affliction sore in unexpected ways, 

Anticipates my few remaining days. 

My schemes of life, and brightest hopes arc fled, 

And gloom, and shadows settle round my head. 

Without the sun my dingy skin is tanned, 

I go in mourning, broken, and unmanned; 

The acrimony of my sorrow sore, 

Hath burned to blackness nil my body o'er. 

I stand erect, with red and swollen eyes, 

And in th' assembly utter loud my cries, 

I stood up once, and on my wondrous tongue, 

For counsel sweet, the congregation hung. 

But now I rise, and, touched with grief and woe, 

In bitter anguish [of my toolings flow. 

My loud complaints, and frightful cries in dreams, 

Resemble me to beasl.s (hat utter screams. 

Tin brother now to dragons and to fowls, 

A boon companion to the hoofing owls. 

Like liorrid dragons with their heads erect, 

Their jaws distended, as if to reflect, 

On God their Maker, for the humble state, 

In which His wisdom did themselves create ; 

Or wretched jackals in the deserts drear, 

With yelps and howls, producing dreadful fear; 

Devouring .roots, and fruits, and carrion foul, 

That round the villages ui night do prowl; 

Or lonely os (■riches that hideous groan, 

With clam'rous voices, and with hoarser moan ; 
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I now assume the humblest, meanest guise, 

And loud vociferate my doleful cries. 

My skin is black', my bonos twe burnt with heat, 

Incessant groaning is my only meat. 

.My harp is tnniod to strains of inoiiniiiisr deep, 

My organ's now the voice of them that weep. 

I made a solemn cov'nant with mine eyes, 

That sinful wantonness they should despise. 

In such a purpose firmly fixed, and staid, 

How could I think upon a tempting maid ? 

For what chastisement of His holy rod, 

Would then be sent me from Almighty God ? 

And what inheritance should I possess, 

From Him who dwells in purest righteousness ? 

Is not destruction to the wicked then r 

And certain punishment to godless men ? 

Will not some strangeness of infliction be, 

To all the workers of iniquity? 

Doth God not sec, with His omniscient gaze, 

The spotless purity of all my ways ? 

Doth He not count the various steps I take, 

And observations of my goings make ? 

If I have walked with false and fro ward feet, 

Or if my foot hath hasted to deceit ; 

In all my dealings, if I've not been true, 

And spoken things exactly as I knew; 

In scales of justice, pure, and even made, 

And righteous balances, let me be weighed ; 
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That God may see how free I am from sin, 

And know my great integrity within. 

Or if my steps have turned from out the way, 

Of holy virtue, once in vice to stray; 

And if my heart hath ever been unwise, 

And walked according to my lustful eyes ; 

If any blot hat.li cleaved unto my hands, 

Through fraud, or robbery of others' lands ; 

Then let me sow, in expectation sweet, 

But let another all my labors eat. 

Tea, let my crops that, green and thrifty, sprout, 

With swift destruction, all be rooted out. 

If e'er my open, and ingenuous heart, 

Has been enticed by woman's charming art ; 

Or if by stealth, allured, and intimate, 

I have around my neighbor's door laid wait; 

To watch his absence, share his house, and joy, 

Intrigue, inveigle, ami his peace destroy; 

Then let my wife unto another grind, 

And pleasure secretly with others mid. 

For tbis has been in ev'ry land and time, 

An undisputed, and a heinous crime ; 

Iniquity, enormous, undenied, 

[•'or judges to determine, and decide ; 

A raging, glowing, and destructive fire, 

Consuming ev'ry sweet and pure desire ; 

Devouring soul and body in its blast, 

Corrupting morals and the heart at last; 
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An inextinguishable, wasting flame, 

Destroying ev'rything of sweetest name ; 

Affection, family, and children, dear, 

With heal lit, and happiness, and fortune here ; 

Whose i.iligliung fury never hence would cease, 

But soon would root out all mine own increase. 

If I despised my servants' cause or plea, 

When they contended, or complained to me ; 

Then what alas ! shall I, in trouble, do, 

When God Himself shall rise against: me too? 

And when He visiteth, and hot doth bum, 

Then what reply shall I to Him return ? 

Did not that God that made me in the womb, 

Make also him, and fix, with mine, his doom ? 

Did not we spring from one celestial source ? 

Do not we steer the same immortal course ? 

If I withheld the poor from their desire, 

And gave them not the bread they did require ; 

Or caused the eyes of widows e'er to fail, 

And not allowed their wishes to prevail ; 

Or ate my morsel with myself alone, 

And orphans have not eaten of my own ; 

(From early youth were orphans reared with me, 

As with a father, from my infancy ; 

The widow also, from my mother's womb, 

Have I protected in her lonely doom ;) 

If any perishing, however mean, 

For want of clothing I have ever seen ; 
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Or any poor, unsheltered round my door, 

Without sufficiency of cov'ving o'er; 

Or if his loins did not. confess, in sleep, 

That they wore warmed with fleeces of my sheep ; 

Or if I lifted up my mighty hand, 

Against the fatherless within the land ; 

When, clothed with office, rank, and power of state, 

I saw my help within (he crowded gate ; 

Then let my arm, for punishment, be made, 

To fall and perish from the shoulder blade ; 

And let the elbow, from the upper bone, 

Be throughly broker, and away be thrown. 

For swift destruction, vast beyond control, 

Awakened terror in my trembling son!. 

'Twas not the fear of man, nor inward dread, 

Of broken laws, suspended o'er my head ; 

Kostrained, deterred, and kept me many tinier, 

From doing these abominable crimes ; 

For rank, and wealth, and power protected me, 

And I could do them with impunity. 

But I remembered that the eye of God, 

Beheld my actions, and the ways I trod. 

His majesty and highness awed me so, 

In sinful paths I never dared to go. 

Hut social duties not. alone employed, 

The days of happiness T then enjoyed. 

For if idolatrous] y I did grope, 

And place in gold my .strong, abounding hope ; 



y Google 



JOB S FINAL EEPLY TO HIS THREE FJtIENDS. 

Or Ophir's treasures made my chief defense, 

And said: tlum art. ray strongest confidence ; 

If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, 

Because my hand had found a vast estate ; 

If I beheld the burning sun advance, 

And shine in glory through the heaven's expanse ; 

Or silver moon, in brightness, walking high, 

Around the circuit of the evening sky ; 

And secretly through heathenish device, 

My foolish heart, in awe, they did entice ; 

In. disobedience of the ford's command, 

To worship them, and at them Kfiss my hand; 

This also were a bold idolatry, 

To l>e rewarded by the judge's decree ; 

As then had I through sordid, creature love, 

Denied the God that rules in heaven above. 

Malicious feelings also never rose, 

Within my soul, at troubles of my foes. 

If I rejoiced tui speak ah ly to see, 

The woes of him tnat deeply hated me; 

Or lifted up myself when evil found, 

And hurled him headlong on the lilihy ground ; 

(Oh ! ho, I suffered not my mouth to sin, 

By wishing curses on bis soul had been :) 

If strangers, stopping in my tent at night, 

And faring sumpt'ously within my sight ; 

From fond remembrance did not always say, 

When h«uger seized them on their fainting way : 
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Oh! now that we could sit once more mid eat. 
Prom off his table ridi and dainty meat ! 
Since then our hunger hath not been supplied. 
We cannot elsewhere be so srii'slic-d. ; 
(The stranger lodged wilhhi the street no more, 
But for the trav'ler opened I my door ;) 
Tf I concealed my sins as Adam did, 
And my transgressions in my bosom hid ; 
If fear of multitudes tormented me, 
In consequence of some contemned decree ; 
Or scorn of families so made me fear, 
Because my judgments seamed to them severe ; 
That I was silent, and from words forbore, 
And never ventured from my fastened door ; 
(Oh! now that one would lend a list'ning ear, 
And this my speech uii.c-iili vely would hear ; 
Behold, it is my soul's supreme desire, 
That God Himself an answer would inspire ; 
That mercifully He would on me look, 
And that my adversary 'd writt'n a book ; 
A full indictment with the pleadings in, 
And showing clearly what lias been my sin ; 
For on my shoulder I would lay it down, 
And bind it on me as a royal crown ; 
I'd tell my steps to Him, devoid of fear, 
And as a prince to Him would I go near ;) 
Or if my land against me truly cry, 
Because the ground I did not justly buy ; 
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If all the furrows now complain and weep, 

liecause tnv guih iw so i.rroaziutr deep ; 
Because the labor that did turn them o'er, 
Has not been throughly recompensed before ; 
Or if I've oaten of its luscious fruits, 
Produced by toiling of my vast recruits ; 
And not rewarded amply ev'ry one, 
For all the work his bnnvny Lands have done ; 
Or if through fraud, or some unrighteous strife, 
I've caused the owners e'er to lose their life : 
Let thistles grow instead of wheat or corn, 
Instead of barley, yield it bramble thorn. 
The words of Job conclusion here do reach, 
Because his friends arc silenced by his speech. 
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SPEECH OP EIJHU, 

Elihu cow intorpost's. and takes up the eod.ro vofsy which ha.il boon 
:•. n canned between Joij uiiis Lin tl ree friends. The th\l sim veisi s of his 
spei.'di a«? prose; the rema-imear is poetry Jr.'). »n eminent [.is t rare!), a 
rrian-isti'fi;:o. a nan of great wcuil.l'. ar.d eoi^ideraiio?) in the East, liaii been 

Suddenly Overwhelmed by l-lli; greatest i.:: : .! ;■ . .1 ' : .ij!- ; bin 1!Oi;kn ,11 ill his llOlllS 

had been plundered by rob '■:. is. arid devoured by h"" from heaven ; his 
house had boon blown down by :i whirlwind, ami his children buried 
beneath if* rMin^ ; hi? person hail been eovered will; boils, kil:;!. rcdaooo to 
a mere skeleton by a must painful and iomhsome disease ; his friends had 
forsnkon bin: : bis servants laid iii soiseii and insulted liii.i ; hi* wife bad 
advised him to nurse God ami i.lio : the mestnes-., bands of robbers and 
thieves that prowled in the deserts bad maeo oiin their sang and their by- 
word ; Patau bad boon [jenuitled to torment him ■.imneroifuL'y ; and God 
had apparently ibrsakcii hiiii : ami ?:io'i ain. op to iiis kao'ul destreialiou 
and misery, tiis rhu.o friends, Eiij;h:.;/-. Vhbini. ami Zopher, sowing bbn 
so ho-ribly iiilbetrd, and believing iliiii God iiai:isiiouoa:ly the wicked in 
Ibis lift?, impelled by a rrsh and ke:ubon;i h-puise, :i.a only by ungenerous 
susnieions. ootby cruel erhihmit.icns, hud ;. backed him ; ekargmg him with 
the greatest crimes, and alcana: (Ian Lis suilermiis were lae result of his 
sins, and wore' sent UbOb iiini by a just anil aue.rv fiod. as a worthy and 
eendigi; nanislimcnt. therefor. Wiiii very sauiit di.-ia'ankia.tirn respecting 
the truth, and biased by their prohdiees ami '.heologicni opinions in regard 
to the government of God; tin.-;, had nut mulled to .lot's, arguments, bat- 
laid 'imnereifojiy condemned iiir:i ami hailed airainst biic noi. only their 
own bitter, and cruel words, but also the aaolhogrcs ami maxims of 
aue'eut wisdom. Job had, however, by his logical, cogent,, svibiime, and 
overmastering speeches, silenced, ami coidhmideu therm bnl nol eom ir.oed 
them. The last reply of Kapha* was brief, and limitative of las former 
arguments, rather than the pn id notion of new, and n k-vanl. replies to Job. 
Hildnd's last answer v. as hmilcd to only si\ i crses, i:i winch bo uttered a 
few uoneral truisms, with no sort of relevancy :.o the argument of Joo. 
adduced in his previous speech. He was oonfoi.mtiod, *-J silenced, out 
not convinced. He was i?\-ha'i?-.od, as to invectives, and citations fi"-u 

antiquity, :"( simply atatod liiat i.ioa's doniini™ is greal : keavf-u is bi-'b : 

Jehovah's armies mmiljelioss ; nam eauuot be jnstiliod wiih Li .A : the sun 
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and moon are not pure in his sight; and much less man. IIo then 
paused. It was now y.cphars turn t.o speak. Bui ho is silent. Job then 
gives ul.teranco to a lengthy and goiiorai reply lo loom all, which for mas- 
terly elor.uenee, cogency of reasoning, just dbe'hiii:ia:ions, :md triumphant 
conclusions, is . j i : i_- >r : i : 1 1 [i . o :1 . At Lhis janofure. a youthful bystander, who 
had listened to liit previous speeches of Job Hj las lluee friend:., comes, 
forward and utters bis opinions. IIo was Hhliu, the soil of Earache!, the 
li-jKiie, of tbo kindred of Earn. Ha was a young man. having grem, 
respect for ago, but will: id! very pompons, and seif-uph donated, as young 
men nor. unfroqueiitiy are. His wrath was kindled n^ahis!. Jab, because 
he justified himself rather than God; and against his three friends because 
tboy baa tuuud no answer Lo Job's argiimoms. ha;. I.aii ncvcrfhc.css con- 
demned him. ! lo says iiO had waited la] .lob had spohcu because ho was 
elder than himself and th.it wbon ho saw- his Ihico ha, ads did not reply, 
bis wrath was •.oheuiOidly kindicd. llo tloeho'ed he v.-as young and they 
were very old; that he was oonseqia n'ly afr: id. ai:d durst not snow his 

Zitiion : i.hat he considered days should speak, a- id the muilh.ude of years 
nuh.l leaoh wisdom; vol. he btdievoa l.ba;. I.ho iksp:r;u:i'ei of the Almighty 
giveth imdorsu.mdhig r.o too yuan si;, as wall sis to tbo old ; thai profit men 
are not always wise, nor do .ho aaod always uiidcrsomd jnogsioul ; there- 
fore ho sfi)'S In; will show his opinion, a:id asks them to hearken 10 it. 
He says he anxiously, nod palionuy waited tor llioir words, nod gave oar 
to their reasons, wdaio they searched out wind lo say ; that none of thorn 
bail convinced Job, or answered his words. Kliliu then dcoiares that i.bo 
inability, on Uie'r parr, lo convince and answer dull siroso lost liioy should 
say: we have found out wisJom ; and asserts I'nal God alone can reply to 
him, and thrust him down, lie says .lob haa not diroei.ed his words 
agamst iiim, and that i.horelbre ho would no:, answer him with their 
speeches; that lhoy wore auis/.cd sit Job's :ep!:es. und answered i:o more, 
but, stood still. IIo assorts thai he is loll of maUar, iuni thi.:t his spirit, con- 
strains him; that his holly is as wine that lias no vent; tha:: it is ready to 
b'ursi like now bottles; and that bo will open his mouth, and speak that, 
bo may he refreshed : Unit he will bo imparl i;.l, aceoiil no mams poison, 
and give, no ikltorina; titles to any one. .Ion had odon expresseel a desire 
thai Hod would reply lo him. Kkliu now hi elans that he is, aocordiog lo 
his wish, in Bod's stoat!. ;..!" i:;:i.:u"l ho is fil.su loimod out of tins t:lay. Job 
had also iivipionby expressed a dread to rate into court with his ease 
before Cod, lost his dreadful majesty should overwhelm bin ; I'hibu now 
assures him that hi a terror shali no; make kim afraid, and ;hat kis hand 
shall not be heavy opoa him. llo then rebukes .ion tor h:~ .sch-rigureoas- 
ness, and rcpanls wiial Job says of himself; ihitt- ho is clean; without 
transgression, tmd innocent ; thai no iniquity :s in aim ; thai tied lindebi 
occasion against hhn ; oouiiteth him for His em-my : pulo.th his lectin t.ho 
stocks; ttud markotb all his paths, lie then assures Job thirl in this lie is 
not just; thai, ho will answer kita; that Cod is greater than man. He 
asks Job why ho strives a earns; God. si nee lb; eives no neooimt of any of 
His mal'.ors : that: He sneaks oftentimes to man. and he perceives it not. 
in dreams, and visions of die night, when deep sloop fallelh upon men, in 
si timberings auuii the bed; ouooln^ tiieir oars and scaling tLieir ir.struo- 
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tion : thai He may withdraw man from his purpose, anil liiilo pride from 
him; that He keeps hack his soui from the pit. and his Life from the 
sword; that lie cknslenoi.h him with pain upot: his bed, and the multi- 
tude of his hone.-! with deep-seated agocy ; bo thai his lift abhors bre.ad, 
mid his sou' daiuly neat; that his lks':i is consumed, ami his bonus, slick 
out; that his soul druwelh ikef !.o the grave; but that a divine messen- 
ger is wkh imm to show him his real oii;Lrnor.i;r, mid his relation ro God 
and his laws; to explain tiie nature ami design of ailkclion ; to show 
that- it is disciplinary, ss weli as innjiCivo; and mat if man hears, God 
Kill Vie gtaciuus, and deliver him Oiiiu deal a ; '.vih raise hi in up, a: id cause 
him to live slid longer upon loo earth. Ho tolls ,'J'ou that, in thai ovoid, 
his llosn shall he fresher than a child's ; thar, ho shall pray to God ; that 
He will bo gracious to him ; that he shall see His faoo ; and receive his 
just deserts. Hi! declares thai God looks on man, ami if he says he has 
sinned, and ;ierveii.ed what is right, and ii. iirofits him not ; He will then 
deliver his soul from going down to t'n:- pil ■ and his hie snail see tin; light 
lie says lie worketh ■:.'.'. these tiling.- ol'lc ilhuos with man, lo hring hack his 
soul from the pit, to be enligl u;ei ied ivila i.l.o light of life, flu desires J oil 
to -nark well these oonsi dotal ions : lo hearken umo dim ; lo hoid his peace; 
or if he has anything lo say, lo answer ; tor he declares he desires to jus- 
tify him; if not to iiold his peace, and. heaikcn to him, and he will teach 
him wisdom. Klihu thou ocn;ures hiiiphj.iK. liihinoi. ami Zoph.ir lo hoar his 
words; let us choose to ii; judgment, he says, and kno'.v among ourselves 
what is good. Ho quotes Job's words wit'u a view to answer iheiu. He 
declares that Job s:;ys ho is righti ous ; that (led aas taken awny his judg- 
ment ; that he shonid not lio against bis rignt ; Put his wound is incura- 
ble ; that he is without transgressions ; he asserts tout tiiere is no man 
like Job thai thinks uu seeming like water; Ihni: indulges in such rash 
and irreverent language ; that goes in company with toe workers of ini- 
quity, and walks wi'iii wicked men : thai advocates ll i a views, and main- 
tains their oninions ; saying that it prOLleik a mat! nothing ma;, ho should 
delight iiiniselfio God. He alleges, in reply, that God cannot do wioiiodiy, 
nor commit, iriqvity ; that Ho will render unto i^::ty mar: according 10 his 
ways; that lie is responsible lo no one; that no cue has placed Him in 
charge of the earth ; but that Ho bath limine. I disponed l:!n- whoie world ; 
thai if lie so elects, till fesh shall porisli togoi.hor ; and man shall turn 
again to dust. Tic tells Job to hoar this, if he stili retains any under- 
standing. He usks him if In; that hates right shall govern ; and if he will 
oo-ndeuni him who is most just; or if it is tit to say lo a king: Thou art 
wicked, rind lo princes, ye are ungodly, flow rr.neh less, he asks him, 
is il proper ro reply this 1.0 IN in who aeceplcll: not me uiiseiis of princes, 
nor regarded) the rich mere than the poor; That God is an absolute sove- 
reign, and no one has any ilghl ".o die! ate to 1 1 no. tie ielis him that the 
rich and great die suddenly; they cannot control God: His eyes are on 
them ; that the workers of iniquli.y cannot hide from Him. either in dark- 
ness, or the shadow of death ; that I le will not lay upon mini mere than 
is right ; that He will break i:: pieces mighty men, and set others in t'noir 
stead; that Ho knows their warn-, ami will overturn them in Ihc night ; 
that lie strides them because they turn back from ll.jm, and will not con- 
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sider His wnvs. "When God g-vM.h quietness, he aU:s, who can make 
trouble? And when Ho hidcth His fhoe, who cau se u HituT that this is 
so wtLijt.Ii!::- it is done ayidsiHU a iu;.l.iu:i. or a man only; tinu: ;.y^j=. ■;::■::■. s 
reign not. iest lite people bo ensnared ; that the end of nil (iod : s uoi lings 
with man hero is l:i cm'.isu lii:n to say: I have borne chastisements : I will 
nut oli.eod any more ; that which I see not. leaeb Thoi; mo: if I hiwo bene 
iniquity, i. will do so no more; r.lnii; is that His a. tedious are diseipiharv. 
as well as punitive, llo asks Job if everything siioi.bd bo according lo 
Lis mind: he assures him thai God is an invsponsiole sovereign; that [lo 
wiil recompense as Ha pleases, whether ho refuses, or chooses; sr.d asks 
him to speak what he knows; and that all wise men will say that .'fob 
has spoken without knowledge. Elihu. then, deems it necessary that .lob 
should he rr.uhshed s:ill mure ; instead of consoling him, h,e declares that 
lie had no:, hart enough yet to humble him ; my desire is, he alleges, thai 
Job sbuuld be tried unto the end, because of his answers tor wicked men ; 
because ho has maintained that they do not always sailor the hill desert of 
their sins in this litb and cue i plains of Mod's injustice. In this lilliui, was 
crttei, i.uucrcif if suiil inlininan. Iks notions of the scope and emi ..ifsuf 
(brings were ptirlialiy wrong; he-speaks ks if ihey ivere woolly punitive 
and rotbrmntorv, and not developing and cxiieriuienlnl. with a view to 
divine growth :" to new occasions of divine huowlodgo and wisdom ; riper 
virtues : stronger faith ; brighter hO|ie ; ami that patieuoo whieh workc:b 
experience, winch also workelh Impe iliat makelb not ashamed. Klibu 
now asks job if lie iliiuUs it is right for Lim to say that Lis righteousness 
is more than God's : he assorts that lie had denied that any profit would 
arise tu him if he should be cleansed from sin ; lhat tied would again ensi 
him in the mire and dirt, lie dee! ires be will now answer both iiim. and 
Ins companions, lie tells him to look ua le toe eluuhs, and to Jie heavens, 
and sea that they are higher than he; that if ho sins ho cannot aileet 
God; if he is righteous, lie gives him nothing:; that in no event doe.s 
God receive anything from him ; laat his wickedness may hurt a man, and 
Lis righteousness may p-olit him : that op pressors make their victims ery 
out; out none inquire where (bid is, who givolh songs in the night; who 
teaohetii us more than the beasts, and makotii tis ■.User than the fowls; 
that God wiil not hear vanity ; l.nat jadgmont is h ■lore him ; that there- 
fore Job should trust in Him ; lhat he should eonlide in His inscrutable 
wisdom and sovereignty; thai- because he hud not done 1:0 tied had 
visited him in His anger; hut thai Job, in bis grci.it extremity, did not 
know this; ami hei.ee that be opened his mouth in vain, and multi- 
piied his words wkhoul k no ■.■.■ledge. Elihu seems, an this point, to be 
inspired with great self-consideration, and pomposity, and te. assume 
to stand in God's stead, lie says be will now speak on God's hoi. aif; 
that he will fetch his knowledge from aim; aod ascriijo righteous :,.■*• 
uulu his Maker: faat his words shall not be false; that Le is perfect 
in know lei lire on' iho subiect of tie controversy, andean resolve all doubts 
and mysteries concerning it. After this great (lourisii of trumpets une 
won lii "expect to hear something woiiueifuly imw, und wise ; but he utters 
ouiv co nun on -place truisms, and the euiToid theological opinions provident 
in that age, and which .Job's tiiree friends had ahemly exhausted. He 
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adflod onh' oik? nov.- Lhouybt to v.dr.t they had ad'-a:ieed. If.o alleged 
thai God punishes man litre, not, always lor past sius, as hfuphax, lidead, 
and Zu;ihai had asserted, but to restrain him also I'lolll t.ho eunuuissioi: of 
sic. In this vespeot KJii.i o\eetak-d Job's three tricmis. Ho had a more 
co::eet comprehension of the I, aline an. I desist) of niilieJoiis, nltiiougb his 
views ! oll short of tlits wii.uk: lrut.li. Ilo connected, however, inhering 
with sin ; that all who sulfur are ekher gren.t shiner, already, or that they 
will bo, unless they jii ■:.- pro] ■■.■[■ iy cbasrisoii. In this ho v. as partially 
wrong. In particular oases (.his may be so ; bid as a general and univer- 
sal uriuolpio It. is an erroneous hypothesis. Ail human experience Is a 
mixture of happiness ami misery; like day mux night; summer and 
winter; sunshine, and storm. Ail these e_\]-orieneos belong, by the 
will of God. to eaeh individual soul, lb; his good, his ten i-l-:i|.ui.i-n:, 
ami his dniiy food. just us he experiences llieu; ; they are the heaven- 
ordained circumstances of human growth, malur.ly. ripeness, eomp'.cic- 
uess, and pork-etibhity ; as much a- the light ;>in: ■Jui-kness; the changing 
degrees of woollier; the sunshine and elot.ds ; the dew and rain; 
the Winds, and calms; the J:p,-liii-.hig- and thunder; -the mellowness of 
autumn, and lis idling frosts are neei-sVnry to grow, iuolilicslc, develop, 
mal.ure, ami rinen hi a slate of divine and i unions uses, the IVuit.s of t.he 
roducning orchard, er the purpling viueyatd. Those are vieu's natural im : -, 
Their analogies hold good in His mora., govcriuuetd. God is ah. uglily, 
and man must, submit [ovmgly l,o I Lis divine elan. It is t'ne wisest and 
best. Klihu dcehues tiial God Is mighly; luat lie despiseth not any: 
thai. He preserve! h not the lire id the wicked, bur. givelh tnu.o the poor: 
that i lis eyes are vylth the rigntcous, and with hints on Lao throne : that 
lie establishes ant: exalts them ; tiiah when Ihey are bound j)j Cutters. 
Led shows them their work, am! the transgressions which, they have 
exceeded; that lie opens their ears to discipline, ami oounnands liieni to 
return from iniquity ; flint, if they obey, and serve Him, they spend their 
days in prosperity, and tlioir jours In pleasures ; but if they disobey, incy 
perish by Hie sword, and the witiioui. knowledge ; thai, hypocrites heap 
tin wrath and ory aiit when ho bindoth them ; that they die in youth, and 
thoir life is among i.hu unclean; that lie deiivotatf tin: poor in hi,; afilio- 
lior.. and openoth Iheir ears in oppression; that he would thus have 
removed .lob out of a strait into a broad place, wdtero there is no strait- 
ness; and that his tabic suoulii have, boon fail of fitness, had lie obeyed 
and served God; but that now he had till til led tin.-- j'.c.grra i:i. of t.iie w icked; 
had imitated their obdtirney, and eoirioided in iheir opinions; and lU.it both 
judgment and justice unite in iiis eoi idem] tat Ion, and punishment He 
tells n im that, beeanse there Is wrath, he must beware; h-sl God shall lake 
him away will) a stroke : luat tbuu a great ransom Cannot, deliver Liu;. 
He asks dob if f-iod wdil esteem his riches, and tells iiiiu to desire not the 
night of dead:, ns lie uad frequently deelnro.j he tiki. Ho warns him to take 
heed, and regard, not iniquity : he alleges he had preferred it to n miction. 
He asscrls that God exalts by ills power, and that none teuelielh like 
Him. He asks: Why hath enjoined .Uini? Who can say: Than hast 
wrought Iniquity f lie f.vhorls Job to magnify tils Works that man may 
see afar oil; as well as near. He alleges that. God is great; thai we know 
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Him list,; thai I bo number of Lis years cannot bo s^Ji"c!iofi out ; that II. o 
nsiik"l-Ii small :.kc crops of water wl.iui'i t I : . o ■ clouds distill on man abun- 
dantly. He declares 11. il; r.one 0:1:1 r.uderstatal the sjn'cadaigs of His 
clouds, and too noise, of His tabernacle ;■ that lie spreads His h;,<ht upon 
them, and covers the bottom, 0!' tin: sea ; that by tilt! clouds, rain, thun- 
ders, l'siitubiirs, and tempers, Hi: ii]ti!>v!;.li lln; people, and cvecnles His 
mysterious purnos.es; ll-at .Ho givefh moat in iilr.nui.uieo ; tlmt He 
covers the light v, i l 1 1 clouds and ooiTiu: :ii.ds the s;ui not i.o si 0110 npeit ;he 
earth; that the noise of l!io )udil:m:a sLowetli conci'iaiing it; that Ilia 
friends are spared : but that- i.lio cur dot:s:di.oi: of His ivfalo is agaiosl liio 
wicked, Tbi? argument deduced from all these his.aiieos of iceoieprohoi:- 
sihle powei' is : :f nsm 0.1:11:0:. comprehend His wonderful works in nature, 
how can ho expect to tinhorn his dealings 1v1t.l1 His creatures? Natural 
and mora! u'.yslui i;;s mo equally great. Mao eaioiot tit i del; laud them, bui 
must: submit lc> (bid and trust in llis huir.ile sovcjvieidy and gnoLhiess. 
Eliiiu still further shows the niajcaly and ±0 power of God; whir 
■ a view to show Job that it was bis duly to submit patiently (o His 
almighty rule, .it i;iis, Hlil.u says his I : u l 1 1 L tremble:;; \j\ culls on ''J oh to 
bear attentively ill::: voice thai goe:h out of His mouth ; r.haf Ho directs 
His thunders under the whole neavcns, ami His lightnings to the ends of 
the earth: ilia I a lb r rim kclr.rf :s a v:ii o : , .:ai , ..-.li : that v, hen the voice 
of Ilia oxeellcney ihniidero'.h ]lo '■■ill not: hold back' tbo rain. bail, and 
tempest ; '..hat He dool'a great ib.ings past liudhig out : thai Ho s::itii to 
the snow, the small rain, ma: ■■lie groat rain, bo ye on i,l:o earth ; that Ho 
scalolb. in ll:o win to;', by ieo ami tV'>si-, 1 iio hand, or power of man that ail 
may sec anil know His works ; that t!ji-ri iho beasts go i:itu their dous ; 
thai. T'l'is brmgoth whirlwinds out 0; tao south, in d eokl out of Iho laath ; 
that Ho ff.vi.tn. ibisl: by His eroail: and straitens the b"eaiith of the waters: 
that ho wenricth tin; o'.oad i>y eausioe: it to empty itself of rain, and "Iron 
scai.teroth the bright, cloud : that it is wheeled hither ar:d thither by His 
counsels, and dooth wlu.tsoover He comiiiandolu ; that Ho causeth the 
nun, the S^blcing. the hail, and tiio tempest to come, whether for correc- 
tion, or His land, or lis- mercy, as Ho iistelii. Ho '.hen exhorts Job to 
lioarkon to Ihis: to si'.nd still, am: consider liio woiiucrlid works of God. 
He then asks iiim if ho kr.ows iv'non Cod disposed all these things, arid 
caused the lipyiL- of his cloud to shine : if ho knew the br.k;t:cings of His 
clouds, and the wonders of Him who is perfect in knowledge; how his 
earmolds are warm when lie tp.iiets the earth with l.ho sooth wind ; if 
with Him, he has spro: d eel tbo sky like a molten looking-gaiss. Hiihu 
is here eoufo sided at tha lua'csiy ami greatness of tied, ami, as Job had 
often before expressed a desire 10 argiio Irs cause helaro thai, he Ibooiiht 
tnosl ass'.irediy that bo must ki:oe.' more abei.t 1 1 iin tiiaa to did : he there- 
fore calls on him to teach him what he sjiould say undo Him, and declares 
that; he oat:not. order his speech by reason of darkness. Overawed at 1 lis 
[dory, he asks if il. shall be told Him that he was speaking- about libit; 
ho deebo'es fuat if oi.-o should a",f erupt 01 spi-ak iti His urr..ot:ce, as Job b;;.i 
desired to araalo his cause bolbro Him. he woidd he sv.allowed up. He 
assorts that men see -iOt tbo bright: ligiit, or tin; brightness, in the 
cloiida; that is, that ill ey sec not the lomyost that was theii gathering, mat 
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e face of the clouds, from behind 
awe, to speak to .lob, and clow: 
1.1ns pending c.onl.roverHy. fie (.lien turns l.u the Noinieni Lights, ami 
says that fair wool her, or goaien splciido-, crinici.li mil, of l.ho north; that 
with God is terrible majesty. Tim n-iiirhvind vus eviai ally making it; 
appearance, atonier! -..v : -r l-m.ii'.ar;-. uml other r.a'..iirid :i:j..I vivid manifes- 
tations of awe and glciy, ooi of wnieh the Ahiiighi.y mi.i aeon: t.o address 
Job. Elihu tfierdore, overawed at- its gi'and approach, and at the 

M ■.■.:!. I aiaiCSty ■'! 'mi . i" '■!'■! :■! ■ , I. 1 .!■■!■ u. ■ V ' .'.■ ■ II " I !'■ I I ■iH'.lhia; rl .0 

A h nighty, we cannot lind I ''in o.n ; li.at I In in excellent in power, and i:i 
inanition I, ni'.d in p'eul.y of justice : tiial lie will nur. a:l!i(:1: lor pleasure ; 
that men should t.noreiore Icar llim. and ei.ulid'. i:i His hilh.iro wisdom, 
goodness, and power; that He pursues Hit; own pbir.s mid counsels 
indepeodenl. of a:iv human ajiolicy; that I'.c re^peelclii not [.he wise of 
heart. The roar of the whirlwind now prevails. The tempest is fearful. 
'Che heavens are b'ack with darkness, through which .sliino forin the light 
inal giory of the Almighty. Gvo"v.hclnod ;ii. tin: dreadful grandeur, 
majesty, and sublimity of t'hc ai'i.i'oaeh of Jehovah to dose the contro- 
versy, I'iiiliu pauses. 



So Job's three friends in speechless silence stood, 
Though unconvinced that he was just and good ; 
Devoid of arguments to speak again, 
They seemed nma/eil, >vA .like confounded men. 
Despite their reas'mng, cogent, long, and clear, 
They made no guilt within his sight appear. 
Completely silenced much against their will, 
They all maintained the same opinions still. 
They failed to show, in what his sin did lie, 
And found at length, it did no good to try. 
They ceased to answer him with vain replies, 
Because they found him righteous in his eyes. 
Then, kindled tierce, agaiifet the man of Uz, 
The kin of Ram, Barachel's son, of Buz ; 
Impelled by wrath, that, glowed like smothered fire, 
Expressed with eagerness his pent up ire. 
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sr.iLKen or io.ihu. 

The name Eliiu is a Hebrew term, 

Expressing clearly in its primal germ ; 

The pious feelings, as is often done, 

His parents cherished for their sacred son. 

The Hebrew meaning of it seems to be, 

When rendered lit'rally, that " God is he." 

Or part the word between the Hay and Tod, 

And then it means " Jehovah is my God." 

Baraehel also doth in sense express, 

The pious sentiment that " God doth bless ;" 

And N r ahor, brother, too, of Abraham, 

Was Bnz's father, kin of ancient Bam. 

Elihu's wrath did patient Job excite, 

To flames of fierceness, kindled high and bright ; 

l!ee:m«e the patriarch in his reply, 

Above the Lord, himself did justify ; 

And rash aspersions in Ids speeches past, 

Against bis Maker ho did fiercely cast. 

But hot his 'wrath againsl lh. j friends did s/low, 

Because no answers did their speeches show; 

And yet condemned him with reproaches dread, 

For words of rashness which they deemed he said 

Elihu now his painful silence broke, 

For he had waited until Job had spoke. 

Respect for age restrained his youthful tongue, 

As they were old, and he was also young. 

lint when ho saw they answered him no more, 

His wrath was kindled brighter than before. 
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Baraehel's son to speaking now was led, 
The ardent Bnzite thus replied and said : 
I yet am young, and ye art; very old. 
Wherefore I feared, and did my words withheld. 
Your heads are hoary like the virgin snow, 
And mine opinion durst T not to show. 
Shamefaced, bashful, timid, I declined, 
And turned the subject over in my mind. 
1 said, that days slio.d.d utter first tli.ei.r speech. 
And ■wisdom multitude of years should teach. 
For vast advantages have they employed, 
In observation* longer much enjoyed. 
AciptainU-d hotter with the ancient times, 
Conversant lor.gei' t\ it'll the fate of crimes; 
K\perYiiced deeper tar :i"!:ioat His rod, 
I looked to them to vindicate my God. 
Supreme regard for age, with wisdom crowned, 
Restrained my lips, in silence most profound. 
But lo! in man the spirit doth inspire, 
And inspiration, with lis heavenly fire, 
From God Almighty doth to him impart, 
CeleMia.l wisdom to his inmost heart. 
No rank, nor station doth this gi.fi, confine. 
Within the young this! heavenly fire may nhinc. 
Super'or wisdom, Mended sweet with love, ' 
Descendeth always from the realms, above. 
The inner voice contains the heavenly sound, 
In which the fire and power of God are found. 
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The inward breathing of Jehovah's breath, 

Awakes to life the human soul from death. 

This burning flame inspires the coldest clod, 

Celestial wisdom is tin.: gift of God. 

Kudo wed with tills, though young, and faint, and weak, 

My ardent soul is now inspired to speak. 

The greatest men are seldom always wise, 

For wealth and rank the truth sometimes disguise. 

The aged, too, with years and wisdom manned, 

Not always judgment clearly understand. 

The truth and right are. often better learned, 

Through spirit teaching inwardly discerned. 

Unaided reason never far doth rise, 

The spirit vision penetrates the skies. 

The things divine that sages seldom know, 

In babes and sucklings coruscate and glow. 

And hence I answered : Hearken now to me, 

And mine opinion I will show to thee. 

Behold, I waited all your words to hear, 

And gave your reasons my attentive ear. 

The understandings which yon have expressed, 

I've treasured up within my youthful breast. 

No rude impatience did I once display, 

Whilst you. arranged trie words you wished to say. 

I sat respectful, eager, timid, mute, 

And heard you try his speeches to confute. 

The polished weapons which your skill displayed, 

My fixed attention carefully surveyed. 
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The choicest arguments did you prepare, 

With dextrous skilfulness, and studied care. 

From observations, and from maxims brought, 

From ancient sages, and in poems sought ; 

With learning, age, and. pompous wisdom crowned, 

Frepared, united, and together bound ; 

Tou did your best to prove the statement clear, 

That wicked men are always punished here ; 

That God doth always, with especial care, 

The righteous man, from ev'ry sorrow spare ; 

That sore calamities, have always been, 

Undoubtedly the strongest proofs of sin ; 

That this is hence Jehovah's righteous plan, 

And therefore Job's a monstrous wicked man. 

I paid attention unto all you said, 

And saw the end to which your answers led. 

Behold no one of you, in speeches long, 

By answering Job convinced him he was wrong. 

You wholly iiiiliiJ l.o give the least relief, 

Or answer worthily his words of grief. 

To all he said against Jehovah's ways, 

Not one objection did your speeches raise. 

Confounded, silenced, and confuted sore, 

Tou ceased to speak, and arguments forbore. 

This end was ordered, lest ye now should say. 

Elate with pride : We've found out wisdom's way. 

This heavenly knowledge comes from God alone, 

By only Him can Job be overthrown. 
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Unaided wisdom in the effort fails, 

I. lis strong positions none of you assails. 

Yet God shall thrust him down, and not a man. 

From heavenly wisdom comes (lie mighty plan. 

But now against me he hath not addressed, 

His words complaining, nor his grief expressed. 

Tims unprovoked, dispassionate I rise, 

Devoid of prejudice in my replies ; 

Nor with your speeches, Litter, rash, and dread, 

Will I respond to all the words he said. 

Amazed they stood, and answered him no more, 

Thoy left off speaking as they'd done before. 

When I had waited, for they did not speak, 

But stood confounded, motionless, and meek ; 

My part, I said, shall he declared by me, 

And mine opinion I will show to thee. 

For I am full, and words, in fountains, flow, 

My inmost spirit doth constrain me so. 

Not observations made through hoary years, 

Nor apothegms derived from ancient seers; 

Nor grand results of long exper'ence gained, 

Through :ige iiiul trial painfully obtained ; 

Nor old tradition* cited, oft before, 

Nor maxims terse contained in ancient lore ; 

Supply the mailer which inspires my soul, 

15i.it. inspiration holds supreme control. 

Behold my bowels are distended wide, 

With words and arguments, by Clod supplied. 
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Like wine fermenting which has found no vent, 

My heart ia bursting with divine intent; 

Or leather vessels, unemployed before, 

To bottle up the new and juicy store ; 

My bosom, swelling with emotion firsl, 

Oppressed within, is ready now to burst. 

I now will speak and free my lab'ring mind, 

And easier brcatliing, and refreshment find. 

My lips responding I will open wide, 

My gushing answers shall be multiplied. 

And may my words, through m> design or plan, 

Accept the person of a single man. 

Nor let my speech on any one bestow, 

The fiatt'ring titles that deceive him so. 

No rank, nor age, nor wealth, nor friendship dear, 

Shall hinder me from speaking boldly here. 

Impartial truth, unswerved by fear or force, 

Shall mark the character of my discourse. 

But fiatt'ring names I know not how to give, 

Nor shall I know while on the earth I live. 

My Maker soon will take me henee away, 

Unvarnished truth shrill therefore have its sway. 

And, wherefore, Job, I pray thee hear my speech, 

And let my words your inmost hearing reach. 

Behold, my mouth I now have opened wide, 

My tongue has moved, and in my throat replied. 

My words ingenuous, and IVee from art, 

Shall flow sincerely from an upright heart. 
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Devoid of prejudice, or passion's sw;i-y. 

Conviction deep shall teach me what to say j 

My lips constrained liy deep and holy fear, 

Shall heavenly knowledge utter full and clear. 

The true solution shall my .answer find, 

Of all the myst'rics which perplex thy mind. 

The quick'ning, animating power of God, 

Hath made nie also from the plastic clod : 

The lifeless clay confessed His great control, 

And by His breath became a living soul. 

His vital Spirit in my nostrils breathed, 

And life immortal unto me bequeathed. 

If thou wouldst answer me, or fain wouldst try, 

Then calmly set before me thy reply. 

Unless convinced, but not against thy will, 

Maintain, with zeal, the same opinions still. 

How oft before, when stricken by His rod, 

llrisl. i.hou desired to reason with thy God? 

To turn from earth, denounced and scorned away, 

Thy sore complaints before Himself to lay? 

Where cruel friends for ever cease to rail, 

But truth, and righteousness and love prevail. 

Behold, as oft (Ivy former speeches said, 

I now appear in God Almighty's stead. 

I stand before thee, as Himself the same, 

And speak to thee, and answer in His name. 

As His ambassador I represent, 

His plans, His government, and His intent. 



y Google 



248 SPEECH OF ELIIir/. 

How often, too, didsf thou with fear express. 
Tho disadvantage which thou wouldst possess; 
Because from yesterday thy life began, 
While God's throughout eternal ages ran; 
Thyself so feeble, faint, and desolate, 
And God Almighty so supremely great, 
How oft His majesty, and wrath severe, 
With consternation made thee shake and fear ? 
And how unequally it seemed to thoo, 
Wonldst thou before Him make thy humble plea ? 
How often terror stalked before thy eyes, 
Lest power almighty should against thee rise '-. 
Or glory terrible should overawe, 
Amidst the thunders of His dreadful law? 
But though I come to speak in place of God, 
I'm formed, like dice, from out the plastic clod. 
As potters cut the soft and kneaded earth. 
And give to vessels gilded form and birth ; 
So God did cut me from the signet clay, 
And brightly on me His impression lay. 
Behold, my terror, veiled in frailty here, 
Shall never till thee with distressing fear; 
Mbr heavy on thee shall my hand be laid, 
TJnawed by majesty, and power displayed. 
Most surely thou hast spoken in mine ear, 
And I thy voice and words did clearly hear ; 
Declaring often with emphatic stress, 
And vainly saving, with sel^ngh'eousncss : 
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I now am clean, from ev'ry base intent, 
Protected, covered, pure, and innocent. 
No foul iniquity is in my hands, 
Nor violations of hi.s just commands. 
From deep afflictions I am never free, 
He holds me back, rind sore restraineth me. 
He finds occasions, oft against me sought, 
For alienation, seemingly for nought ; 
With accusations He afflictefh me, 
And counteth me his hitter enemy. 
My feet He putteth in the cruel stocks, 
in wooden iVauiCiS my wrists and ankles locks; 
With eyes of jealousy, and kindled wrath, 
' Je niarkel.h narrowly my daily patli. 
jJdioli.l, O Jim, in this tliou art trajanf, 
In God Almighty to repose no trust. 
Such rash relleetions on Jl.is dealings here, 
Are monstrous, bold, and wickedly severe. 
Such bitter language never can bo right, 
In God thy Maker's pure and holy sight. 
It cannot be that lie employs His mind, 
In seeking sinfulness in fhee to find ; 
That He delights to be the foe of man, 
And punish cruelly whene'er He can. 
In this respect I now will answer thee, 
For God is greater than a man can be ; 
Because afflictions have a good design, 
From base alloy the spirit to refine ; 
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To teach, develop, and unfold the soul, 
And higher destinies on earth unroll. 

Then why dosi. ihou con lend against lliy Gail ': 
And strive against Ills sore and chast'niug rod '? 
Or call in question His undoubted right, 
To do what seemeth good within His sight '? 
For lo ! He never answers any man, 
Concerning matters vhidi compose His plan. 
The reasons why He tries His children here, 
He never tells in language plain and clear. 
As earthly parents oftentimes do see, 
The highest reasons for severity ; 
Although their children loudly may exclaim, 
And high vociferate against the same : 
So God in wisdom doeth all things well, 
Although His creatures oftentimes rebel. 
He speaketh once, yea, twice His voice resounds, 
Yet man perceiveth not its warning sounds. 
In dreams, and visions through the drowsy night. 
When heavy sleep precedes the dawning light ; 
In balmy slumb'rings on the downy bed, 
When men resemble most the silent dead; 
Then God unstops i.he dealest cars of men, 
And their instruct! on seiileth up again. 
He terrifies the guilty, stupid soul, 
And future punishments doth oft unroll ; 
In deep despair, afllietion and distress, 
He shadows forth the coming of success. 
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i, and warnings thus are given, 
Through inspirations flowing down from heaven. 
As sacred letters, sent for private ends, 
Are sealed, and forwarded lo distant friends; 
Unknown, unread, and filled with counsel dear, 
The lonely heart to warn, inform, or cheer ; 
So God Himself, with solemn, secret speech, 
The iguVaul, souls of slumh'riug men dolli teach ; 
And seal the message, filled wit!) counsel true. 
And sweet instruction, spread before their view ; 
Prom others' knowledge, cur' on a eyes, or gleams, 
In private visions, seen alone in dreams ; 
That He may thus anticipate the law, 
And from his purpose si.ufu- man withdraw ; 
And arrogance, with vaunting, haughty pride, 
Concerning God, from mortals throughly hide ; 
That He may check them through alarm and fear, 
And thus restrain them from their mad career. 
He keepeth back, and seeketh thus to save, 
The wicked doer from an early grave. 
By premonitions which his dreams afford, 
His life He sparelli from the thirsty sword. 
But when the nights, with dreams and visions, fail, 
O'er wicked man, in warning, to prevail ; 
He seeks again his fro ward heart to win, 
From guilty pleasures, wickedness and sin. 
He chastens him upon his weary bed, 
With pain tormenting his distracted head ; 
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His aching bones, hi muliihide, complain, 
In (.lewdly agony of stronger pain. 
His appetite for ey'iy thing is fled, 
Hi;-- (.''(bin:;- lite abhorrolk d:;ily bread, 
N"o precious morsel tempts him now to eat, 
His loathing soul despisotli dainty meat. 
His pleasure, relish, and desire for food, 
Succumb together to kis wretched mood, 
His flesh progressively, by night and day, 
Is soon consumed, and wasted all away; 
Devoured, reduced, with eollops lank and lean, 
It cannot now upon his frame be seen. 
His bones are rotten which were once so stout, 
And, bare and naked, all of them stick out ; 
His healthy, vigorous, and abundant flesh, 
That once was rosy, beautiful, and fresh ; 
His rounded muscle, and bis handsome points, 
Have disappeared from off his grinning joints. 
Indeed his body draweth near the grave, 
The fell destroyers scarce his? life do save. 
Thus God, according to His righteous plan, 
With sore affliction tries the froward man ; 
Developing a better change within, 
And holding back his tempted soul from sin ; 
Refining oft through trial's burning fire, 
And purifying every base desire ; 
From no hostility against bis soul, 
Kor yet because injustice holds control ; 
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From no delight, in sun" rings. pain, and strife, 
Nor yet to term in ate his wretched life ; 
But more to teach hirn by affliction's rod, 
Super'or knowledge of Almighty God ; 
His laws, and aU.rihul.es, His ways, and plan, 
And all His dealings with His creature man ; 
To fructify and grow his opening mind, 
In truth and wisdom, love and good combined ; 
To wean from enrth, awaken, and inspire, 
Immortal hiing'rmgs after blessings higher ; 
To cause his soul through heavenly knowledge deep, 
The narrow way of innocence to keep ; 
To leam Jehovah's highest, grandest laws, 
And, in submission, trust to Him his cause. 
But if to him, afflicted, sore, and dumb, 
A heavenly messenger, at length, shall come ; 
And weary, tossing on his humble cot, 
Shall enter into his afflicted lot ; 
A blessed angel, on celestial wings, 
Unfolding, leaching, showing heavenly things j 
Resolving doubts, and vindicating God, 
And giving reasons lor His dreadful rod ; 
The understanding opening to behold, 
The wonders which no angel yet hath told ; 
A true interpreter from God above, 
Explaining all the myst'ries of His love ; 
Not learned from apothegms of hoary men, 
Nor ancient maxims cited o'er again ; 
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Not telling merely what lie may have heard, 

Kw darkening counsel by his subtle word ; 

But seat from God, inspired, with power complete, 

A heiuen.lv comforter, .and paraclete ; 

With love and wisdom, truth and knowledge crowned, 

And skilled in heavenly mysteries profound ; 

Of God and man, 1 lis government severe, 

And all Ills dealings with Hi* creatures here ; 

Endowed with inspiration in his soul, 

And utt'ring word* that from the spirit roll ; 

■As one amongst a thousand, in God's stead, 

And seliiing every question, doubt, or dread ; 

The sruT'rei' showing iu the clearest light, 

Why God aflliets him with so much delight ; 

Explaining fully ilis almighty reign, 

And solving wherefore He inllieteth pain ; 

Declaring too in words of gracious cheer. 

How God's uprightness unto man is clear ; 

And if the sufT'rer hear the message sent, 

And acquiesce, and humbly doth repent ; 

Then God is gracious unto him indeed, 

From all his 1 rials he is quickly freed. 

The object's gained for which the sickness came, 

And hence Jehovah doth His love proclaim, 

In gracious accents God Almighty saith : 

Deliver him from going down to death ; 

For lo ! with satisfaction, most profound, 

Have I for him a mighty ransom found ; 
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A worthy reason why I now defer, 
The further trial of the sufferer : 

A change of mind, "beneath the smiting rod, 
And sweet submission to the ways of God ; 
Repentance meek, with faith and prayers oft, 
Forgiveness large, with heart subdued and soft; 
Kxper'otiee, knowledge, graces, sweet, divine, 
And fresh roue wed, with feelings pure and line ; 
A better, truer, nobler, happier man, 
Proclaims the wisdom of the heavenly plan. 
llestored to health, He vig'rous, rosy flesh, 
Than childhood fairer, shall return afresh. 
His days of youth, devoid of ev'ry lack, 
Like vernal buds, shall all again come back. 
Instructed, pensive, filled with love a.ud praise, 
His happy prayers to God his soul shall raise ; 
Abounding favor God to him shall show, 
His smiling face, with joy, his soul shall know. 
With peace and comfort he shall lift his eyes, 
To home and happiness beyond the skies ; 
For God shall render, by His heavenly plan, 
His daily righteousness to ev'ry man. 
Although afflicted, if his heart be right, 
He ne'er shall perish in His graoious sight. 
"With songs of gladness, singing day by day, 
His happy soul shall look on men and say : 
My views were false, His dealings all are kind, 
'Twas gloomy error darkened thus my mind. 
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Behold Fve sinned before His holy sight, 

Maintained the wrong, and oft perverted right. 

Unreconciled, complaining, and severe, 

Repining often at injustice here ; 

Morose and gloomy I have lived for pelf, 

But lo ! it brought no profit to myself. 

My false opinions, and my greed of gain, 

Were fruitful causes of my dreadful pain. 

But now my soul, exultant, joyous, free, 

Hath He restored, and given back to me. 

His mighty power hath surely rescued it, 

From going swiftly to the lowest pit. 

My life restored shall see the glorious light, 

And I shall dwell within His gracious sight, 

Lo ! all these things, by TTis mysterious plan, 

Jehovah wovkelh oftentimes with man ; 

To bring his soul from pits of death and strife, 

To be enlightened v,uf> I. lie light of life. 

Ho warns, reproves, and oft encourages, 

By voices "kind, a.'id heavenly ministries : 

By dreams and visions of the stilly night. 

To cease from, sin, and practise what is right ; 

By deep afflictions, sickness sore, and pain, 

That haughty man from pride He may restrain ; 

By chosen men, interpreting His rod, 

That chastened man may he restored to God. 

Mark well, Job, and hearken still to me, 

Restrain thy words, and I will speak to thee. 
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If thou hast aught to answer and deny, 

Then speak: for thee I wish to justify. 

rt'iiot, then hearken, and. withhold thy speech, 

And heavenly wisdom unto thee I'll teach. 

I'':ii.hu paused for Job his turn to take, 

And fit responses to his answer make. 

But though lie waited, and from words did cease, 

In solemn silence, Joli maintained his peace. 

Then, furthermore, Elihu spoke again : 

Observe my words, ye wise and aged men ; 

To sages, deep in sacred knowledge versed, 

Consider well his errors now rehearsed. 

For as the palate tasteth dainty meats, 

Ami thus discerns the wholesome food it eats; 

So also words l he hearing ear doth try, 

And weigh the sense that in them deep doth lie. 

Then let us take no specious words on trust, 

But choose the judgment which is truly just; 

And let us know, with clearness understood, 

Whatever thing, among ourselves, is good. 

For Job hath said, with rashness most unwise. 

Behold, I'm righteous in my holy eyes ; 

For (lod, in wrath, hath overwhelmed my day, 

And all my judgment sorely tak'n away. 

Should I dissemble in His holy sight ? 

And basely lie against my sacred right? 

With no transgressions resting on. my head, 

My wound is now incurable, and dread. 
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A mortal arrow pierces deep within, 

Although my lift'! is ires? from ev'ry sin. 

Should I mendaciously conceal my case ? 

And falsify bo lore His holy face? 

Should all my friends regard me as untrue, 

And speak as if my monsl reus guilt they knew ? 

Or God, with punishments so long applied, 

Declare to all that I have basely lied ? 

Consider now if in tho earth around, 

A man like Job can anywhere be found ; 

That drinketh seorning with his might and main, 

As greedily as he would drink the ram ; 

That freely quails the language of reproach, 

And on Jehovah boldly doth encroach; 

Indulging speeches, with rebellious nod, 

And rash irreverence against bis God ; 

That goeth forth in friendly company, 

With all the workers of iniquity ; 

That walketh boldly in the paths again, 

Of wicked, gidliy, and ungodly men ; 

Possessing also their rebellious will, 

And advocating them opinions still ; 

Maintaining views, congenial with their own, 

Of Cod, His government, anil sovereign throne. 

For in his speeches be hath boldly said, 

With haughty, vaunting, and audacious head ; 

It profits nothing in his mortal sight, 

That man in Cod should seel.- to take delight; 
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There's no advantage in this world of strife, 

Of leading here a strictly pious life. 

Ye men of understanding dearly see, 

And hearken now attentively to me. 

And he it far from God Almighty too, 

That any wickedness His hands should do. 

Profane, abhorrent, let the notion bo : 

That God can patronize iniquity. 

For He shall render, by Ilis heavenly plan, 

Impartial justice unto ev'ry man ; 

And cause His creatures, one and all to find, 

According also as their ways shall wind : 

For surely God will not the right desert, 

Kqv righteous judgment will the Lord pervert ; 

And no opinion which this fact denies, 

Is ever, profitable, true, or wise. 

But let this truth he ever borne in mind, 

And sweet contentment ev'ry heart will find. 

Remember God can do no moral wrong, 

Then sufFring man become? divinely strong, 

This heavenly thought contains the power to cheer, 

The stricken spirit in its grief severe. 

It is the bow thai spans the blackest sky, 

And bids the weary cease to faint and sigh. 

When sorrow's gloom the troubled soul enshrouds, 

It weaves a lining round the darkest clouds. 

Though why the stroke no mortal tongue may tell, 

A voice replies ; He doeth all things well. 
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His independence who can ever doubt? 

Or who hath found His secret wisdom out? 

What power above Him rules His mighty soul ? 

Who placed the earth beneath His vast control ? 

Whose skill and wisdom, ev'vy where displayed, 

The universe ^o orderly arrayed? 

His power is boundless, independent, free. 

An abs<ilulo, eternal sovereignty. 

If He should fix attention on mankind, 

And gather to Himself the human mind ; 

Inhaling back the spirit and the breath, 

All flesh together would expire in death ; 

All men would perish, as their bodies must, 

And turn again to inorganic dust. 

If God should choose to extirpate the race, 

This right His sovereignty would sure embrace. 

The lives He gave subservient to His law, 

Jehovah surely may again withdraw. 

Then why should man of losses here complain ? 

Or God Almighty, as unjust, arraign? 

If now, O Job, attentive on thy part, 

Within thee beat an understanding heart ; 

Consider this, and hearken to my speech, 

And let my voice your inmost spirit reach. 

Shall even He that hateth truth and right, 

Control the universe with sovereign might ? 

This cannot be, for all His works declare, 

That truth and justice reign triumphant there. 
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Wilt thou condemn a rider iliat is just ? 

Doth wisdom lie in audi profound distrust? 

Oris it proper to address a king: 

Lo I tliou art wieked, and an impious thing ? 

And say to princes, dollied with power and trust, 

Ye too are godless, cruel, and unjust ? 

Is not such language impudent and crank? 

Respect is due to office, power, and rank. 

Their plans and policies ace often dark, 

Hence none can judge them or their -wisdom mark. 

Then how much less to Him who rules the world, 

Should such rash words imprudently be hurled ! 

That ne'er acceptcth, for a single hour, 

The rank of princes, wealth, or earthly power; 

Nor rich regardeth more than all the poor, 

Or spares him sooner when, an evil doer ; 

That deals impartially with ev'ry one, 

And sees that jusliee mi to all is done : 

For each alike before I lis presence stands, 

And all are works of His almighty hands. 

Alike they suddenly by sickness die, 

And all together in the grave do lie. 

No makes no difference in this respect. 

From certain death His power doth not protect. 

The rich, the great, the beautiful, and fair, 

Alike He cause th crawling worms to share. 

Impartial justice doth in this appear, 

And mark [lis conduct with II i;j creatures here. 
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At midnight too the people often dread, 

impending clanger, (ailing un their head ; 

Alarmed, and troubled a.t destruction near, 

With consternation oft they shake and fear. 

Like sudden earthquakes causing dreadful frig!)'. 

And burying thousands in a single night ; 

Or bands of robbers, unexpected, bold. 

That prowl and plunder suddenly for gold ; 

Shall death arrest them ere the dawning day, 

And suddenly remove them far away. 

The mighty also by a signal blow, 

Shall suddenly in. death ho leveled low. 

Without the nse of human aid or hand, 

Shall I hey expire, and perish from the land. 

A word, a blow, an agency unseen, 

Alike removes them with the poor, and mean. 

His eyes are always on the ways of man. 

His goings also lie doth, daily scan. 

No darkness hides, nor deadly shadows steal, 

Where bold transgressors may themselves conceal. 

In sufferings sore He taketh no delight, 

.1 le lays on man no more than what is right ; 

Lest ho should charge injustice on His rod, 

And into judgment onler with His Cod. 

Wo long inquiries need Jehovah make, 

Before Ho knows whfi.1 judgment He should take. 

With but a glance He seeth ev'ry man, 

And all his actions narrowly doth scan. 
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The mighty man in pieces He doth break, 

No wealth, nor power doth make Mini lear and cpiako. 

With no delay to search their actions dread, 

He sets up others quickly in their stead. 

Because He knows, and brings their works to light, 

He overturneth them, with horrid night. 

Adversity and rain 

By which their lives He s 

He striketh them, as wicked, with His blight, 

And overthrows them in the public sight. 

Calamiiies He makolh them 1.0 know, 

In sight of other:; ga/mg on their woe ; 

Because from Him they turned their backs astray, 

And never pondered on His holy way. 

They cause the poor to raise their plaJmive sigh, 

To Him that heareth the afflicted cry. 

They rob and plunder, and the weak oppress, 

And give the poor and needy no redress. 

But God doth hear their lamentations then, 

And bring destruction on these wicked men. 

But when Jehovah giveth heavenly peace, 

Then who can sorrow or distress increase ? 

When God attempts to soothe lie stricken soul, 

Then who can waves of trouble o'er it roll ? 

If He the cause of any undertakes, 

Who then condemns^ and guilt, or trouble makes ? 

If He attempt to vindicate a name, 

Xo human e alumina can then did'ame- 
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J i i it when He hidel.li His averted ihee, 

Then who can see Him, or Hit. footsteps trace ? 

What cheering, elevating views of God, 

Bring consolations with Mis ohast'mng rod? 

The consequence in ev'ry case is one, 

Though 'gainst a nation, Or a man 'tis done. 

Tho laws that peace mid happiness embrace, 

Remain the same concerning cither case. 

For both alike on Him alone depend, 

For inward quiet, and a happy end, 

The prince and king are in the hands of God, 

He holds above them His chastising rod ; 

That bold oppressors He may thus restrain. 

And cruel hypocrites may never reign ; 

Lest tyriuifc-moiuirchs, filled with seliish care, 

Their plundered subjects often may ensnare. 

He thrusts them down, and of their power despoils, 

Lest they, like beasts, should lake l.lieni in their toils, 

It surely must be meet and right indeed, 

To say to God in ev'ry time of need ; 

I bear chastisement, heavy, deep, and sore, 

And I will therefore now offend no more. 

Upright, sincere, and truthful in thy sight, 

I always seek to know and do the right ; 

Iiisorul aide thy dealings seem to be, 

But yet I know that right controlleth thee. 

T.hat which I see not, teach thou now to me, 

Arid let my soul instruction find in thee ; 
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If I have sinned, and wandered far away, 

In foreign paths with froward feet to stray ; 

Or in my heart have e'er forgotten thee, 

And Ignorant have done iniquity; 

With humble earnestness I now implore, 

That I may go and sin again no more. 

And now, O Job, to God be hence resigned, 

For should it lie according to thy mind? 

He recompense: h in His sovereign way, 

Whatever words thy tVoivinxl heart may say. 

If thou refuse the sutf rings which he sends, 

Thy insubmission nothing then suspends ; 

If thou shoulds! ehoose thy heart's supreme delight, 

He sl.ill will treat thee aw He deems it right. 

'Tis not myself that fixeth now thy fate, 

But God Almighty in His wisdom great. 

His righteous plans no meddling can derange, 

His fixed decree no human will can change. 

If this, O Job, is not precisely so, 

Then speak and tell us what thyself doth know. 

Let men of roidersiimding also tell, 

And sages hear, and mark my answer well. 

For Job hath spoken vain and .senseless things, 

His foolish language no solution brings. 

I now desire that Job be tried again,. 

Because of answers nude for wicked men ; 

That greater suh""iing God would now impart, 

To soften down his hard, rebellious heart ; 
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e he said, wiLli language moist severe, 
That wicked men are not rewarded here. 
Tie adds rebellion unto all his sin, 
.lie clap- his hands with such triumphant grin. 
He treats the subject with such disrespect, 
Contempt and ridicule ho doth elect. 
He scorns the ohast'nings of Jehovah's rod, 
And multiplie.i.h words against his God. 
In further answer by the subject led, 
Elilm spake, more; over, thus and said : 
Believest thou with deep, serene delight, 
That this assertion is exactly right ? 
Which thou didst make substantially before, 
In speeches which this meaning plainly bore ? 
My righteousness is vastly more than God's, 
My stricter justice makes the mighty odds. 
He sendeth woes my crimes do not deserve, 
.No human creature I'd so cruel serve. 
And what advantage will it he to me, 
If all my life from ev'ry sin is free ? 
Or what's the profit I shall ever gain, 
If I he cleansed from ev'ry moral stain ? 
I now will answer, as it seems to me, 
And thy companions too along with thee. 
My chief design is now in brief to show, 
That these assertions never can be so ; 
For human conduct cannot profit. Cod, 
No selfish motive heni.a? controls .His rod. 
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No benefit is rendered Him by man, 
No harm against Him can he ever plan. 
No motive therefore can there ever be, 
To treat him other than impartially. 
'Tis sweet submission, with supreme delight, 
That hence declares: He doeth all things right. 
Exalt thine eyes to heaven's refulgent dome, 
Where solemn stars in burning circuits roam ; 
liehold the clouds that high in grandeur spread, 
Transcendently above thy tow'ring head; 
The gilded hangings of ethereal rooms, 
Composed of weavii.gs of celestial looms. 
How high and wide the vast; pavilion towers ! 
How far beyond exlendel.h heavenly powers ! 
Immensely higher than thy mortal eyes, 
These grand displays of God Almighty rise, 
Yet on these riches sits the great Supreme, 
Exalted higher than His wonders seem. 
So lofty, grand, sublime, and wondrous great, 
He dwells above thee, in celestial state ; 
That no dependence doth lie place on thee, 
To make His happiness or miseiy. 
If thou shouldst sin supremely ev'ry hour, 
"What doest thou nguinst ITk mighty power ? 
Should thy transgressions be in number more, 
Than sands uncounted on the ocean's shore ; 
Dost thou perform against Illm any ill? 
Or plans of mischief wickedly fulfill ? 
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If thou art righteous, what dosi. ihou bestow V 

Prom oat thy hand what good to Him doth flow f 

Thy -wickedness may hurt a man like thee, 

Thy righteousness may profit one like nie. 

lii.it so exalted is Almighty God, 

So independent of a vital clod ; 

That human conduct never can avail, 

Himself to injure, or Ills rights assail. 

No sweet revenge can ever hence control, 

The secret motions of His mighty soul. 

His independence and Ilk- love displayed, 

In all the wonders which His hands have made ; 

Extinguish instantly the impious thought, 

That God on mini retaliates for nought. 

No motive therefore can there over ho, 

Why He should treat His creatures partially. 

'Tisinore consistent: i hen: lore to suppose, 

That other causes multiply thy woes ; 

Than hence conclude thai. lie who reigns above, 

Is monstrous, cruel, and devoid of love. 

This principle applies to others too, 

Oppress! by wrongs that wicked tyrants do. 

Uncounted numbers!, overwhelmed with care, 

Reduced by want and hunger, to despair ; 

Enslaved by monsters, cruel and unkind, 

By poverty and ignorance combined ; 

In low conditions, trodden down by men, 

And wicked rulers crushing them again ; 



y Google 



SPEECH OF ELIHU. 

Beneath their hardens peeled, ami groaning lie, 

And utter loud their dee|i ;iitd piteoua cry. 

Divine compassion interposeth not, 

To rescue them from their afflicted lot ; 

Because, alas I they never one and all, 

On God their Maker en meetly do call ; 

Who givel.h song- in sorrow's darkest night. 

And tempers trouble with serene delight; 

Imparting comfort, i" nfll ii/tiaJiM deep. 

And giving joy to all that mourn and weep : 

Removing darkness, sorrow, grief, and doubt, 

And kindly searching uv'ry suffrer out ; 

Precipitating nothing ere its prime, 

But waiting patiently the proper time. 

The world irrational with instinct crowned, 

Is placed by God in humbler states around. 

The beasts that roam and crop the fattening' earth, 

Are prone and thoughtless from their very birth, 

Tlie nature, use, rind final, great design. 

Of all their sufi'rings they do not divine ; 

Subjected oil to hardships and to toil, 

Subsisting' scanty Iron i the chase or soil ; 

They bear their i rials, surfer pain, and die, 

And never know, nor ask the reason why. 

But God doth teach us more of truth and love. 

Than beasts of earth, or flying fowls above. 

He makes us wise, intelligent, erect, 

And claims from us a more profound respect 
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He gives us reason. 111. wil.Ii heavenly fire, 

And intromits us into regions I uglier. 

He bids us search and understand His laws, 

And trace His wonders to their primal cause ; 

To keep the sumo. and thus to do His will, 

That we may know His higher doctrine still ; 

To look through nature up to nature's God, 

And understand the reasons of His rod ; 

To come to Him, for knowledge, light;, and love, 

And inspiration from the spheres above ; 

That we may see the wisdom of His plan, 

Unfolding marv'iousiv concerning man ; 

The reason why afflictions now appear, 

And acquiesce in all His dealings here. 

If therefore men, devoid of all relief, 

Do si.iiFcr dreadfully, from woe and grief; 

In ev'ry case, it is, no doubt, because, 

They fight againsi. His government and laws. 

Afflicted, gloomy, filled with fell despair, 

Distrustful, blinded, and resl raining prayer ; 

Censor'ous, rash, unreconciled to God, 

They rise rebel liously against His rod. 

They murmur sore, repine, and loud complain, 

In bitter language, vehement and vain. 

Distressed and wretched there they raise their cries, 

But no one answ'ring giveth them replies. 

Because of pride, so haughty in its sway, 

These evil men in sorrow never pray ; 
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Or if they pray, 'tis not from love of God, 

But slavish fear of His avenging n.'d. 

And surely God above will never hear, 

Petitions heartless, vain, and insincere. 

And no attention will th' Almighty pay, 

To hollow-he in 'ted hypooriles that pray. 

Although thou saklst His lace I cannot see, 

Invisible, His form eludeth me ; 

Vol righteous judgment dwelled) in J lis sigh;. 

And He will do whatever thin;; is risiht. 

Although Jehovah nowhere thou dost see, 

Yet still His eves are always fixed on thee. 

Impartial justice holds the balance-scales, 

And nought with Him hut righteousness prevails, 

And hence in Him, so righteous and so just, 

Repose thy eon lid mice, and patient trust. 

Submissive, steadfast, hopeftd, and sublime, 

Await triumphantly His chosen time. 

But now because it is not so with thee, 

This deep and sore isliliction thou dost see. 

Jehovah's anger hoi against thee bums, 

And far away His face from thee He turns. 

Yet Job this truth, from blindness, cannot see. 

And knows it not in his extremity. 

With empty words his mouth doth hence coinplai 

And foolish answers multiply in vain. 

Elihn still by inspiration led, 

Proceeding further answered thus and said ; 
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But suffer me, and I wilt now explain, 
How words unspoken yet for God remain. 
.I'll fetch my knowledge from, ft distant source, 
No common themes shall burden my discourse. 
Profound reflections newly squill be sought, 
Beyond the range of ordinary thought. 
The tendency of my concluding speech, 
Shall "be the righteousness of Cod to teach. 
Impartial justice, free from tear or "bribe, 
To God Almighty I will now ascribe. 
My words shrill not be false, unsound and vain. 
Nor captious views, nor sophistry contain ; 
For he possesses who is now with thee, 
A perfect know lodge of the mystery. 
Behold the Lord is mighty, great, and wise, 
Nor any creature doth His heart despise. 
The poor and humble He doth e'er respect, 
Nor pass them by, in bitter, cold neglect. 
In strength and wisdom Tie is mighty too, 
His head directeth what His hands shall do, 
He knows the wants of all the human race, 
And how to manage ev'ry single case ; 
And ITe presorveth not the evil doer. 
But give tli justice unto all the poor. 
From all the righteous, keeping strict His law, 
His gracious eyes He never doth withdraw. 
He dwells with kings upon the royal throne, 
.And never leaves (hem with themselves alone. 
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Protected by Ills ever watchful eye, 

They reign in peace, and are exalted high. 

Established and defended by His might, 

They prosper permanently in His sight. 

Or if the godly, fettered lunula and feet, 

Are thrown in prisons, destitute of meat ; 

Or holden down on weary beds of pain, 

By sickness, sorrow, and affliction's chain ; 

Then God doth show them evVy wicked deed. 

And their transgression!; which they did exceed ; 

Their ears He op'neth unto discipline, 

And thus commandeth to return from sin. 

By holy messengers and angels sent, 

To labor with I hem with divine intent ; 

By dreams and visions on the plumb' ring bed, 

When inspirations o'er them deep are shed ; 

By sweet influxes from the spheres above, 

Or inward breathings of the Holy Dove ; 

He counsels, comforts, warnei.h oft, and strives, 

And shows them clearly all their former lives. 

If they obey, and walk in all His ways, 

In great prosperity they .vnend their days. 

Their years in pleasures the}- do oft prolong, 

And peace and happiness ('(impose their song, 

But if they disobey, they perish by the sword, 

And die unwisely, chastened, and deplored. 

Complaining, murmuring against their God ; 

They never see the reasons of His rod. 
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Affliction sore, correction, discipline, 

Are sent on man to chasten him for sin ; 

To teach him wisdom, knowledge, truth and love, 

Subdue his pride, and fix his thoughts above ; 

Refino his soul from ev'ry base alloy. 

And tune its harp to notes of higher joy. 

But hypocrites no benefits derive, 

From plans of love Jehovah doth contrive, 

Incorrigible, obdurately more, 

Affliction makes them harder than before. 

Composed of dross infusible, and vile, 

No gold is melted from the ilinty pile. 

When trials dime, rebellions they repine, 

And never know aflli.et: ion's sweet design. 

L'npreifited, impenitent, und hard, 

They fear not man, nor yet their God regard. 

They walk perverse in ev'ry fro ward path, 

And in rebellion heap up future wrath. 

They never ray in penitence and prayer, 

When God Almighty binds them in despair, 

They die in youth, degraded, vile, and mean, 

Their life is spent, among the most unclean. 

IjilI. God dcHv'reth eaeli afllieted soul, 

When waves of I rouble- deeply o'er it roll. 

In tribulations heavy, and severe, 

When clouds are dark, and friends are insincere ; 

His ears lie op'nel.h by Ills power divine, 

To understand a miction' a great design. 
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E'en so, O Job, if pensive on thy part, 
With patient, broken, meek, and contrite heart ; 
To God repenting (Uoti hadst but applied. 
And on His love submissively relied ; 
Had He removed tlieo from thy pent-up, strriit, 
And troubled way, to places broad, and great ; 
From emptiness, and stvaitness always free, 
But wide, and ;nnple with prosperity; 
And on thy table what should hence be brought, 
Would bo with marrow and with fatness fraught. 
But thou hast now erroneously maintained, 
Profane opinions from the wicked gained ; 
And coincided with the monstrous speech. 
That vile transgressors, i':i!sely hold and teach ; 
.Fulfilled the judgment of the wicked man, 
Against the justice of Jehovah's plan; 
At all His den-lings murmured, and repined., 
And talked like men of bold, ungodly, mind. 
This judgment now with which thou dost accord, 
Is followed closely by its own reward. 
The retribution which is to it due, 
With sore afflictions, doth thee now pursue, 
Because there's wrath, tie fearful of its day, 
Lest Me shall take ihee w.iih His stroke iiway ; 
For then no ransom can deliver thee, 
From swift destruction by His just decree ; 
Not wealth, nor rank, nor hoary age shall save, 
Thy life unpardoned from the noisome grave. 
10* 
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When He comes forth to terminate thy strife, 
Will He esteem thy riches more than life ? 

No gold shall then redeem thee from that hour, 

Nor all the forces of thy mighty power ; 

Possesions, wisdom, nink, authority, 

Thul; once magnificent did rondo r flux 1 . 

Rebellions-, vile, and. insubmissive then, 

He'll cut thee down like oilier "wicked men. 

How oft hast thou desired to end thy woes, 

In shades of Shcol, and its deep repose? 

But pant no more for that terrific night, 

When death's cold damp shall settle on thy sight. 

In which the people pass from earth away, 

To shadows deep beneath the realms of day. 

Be cautious now and take thee timely heed, 

Regard no! evil in the words yon plead. 

Express no i.honghls, nor sentiments again, 

That coincide with those of wicked men. 

Complain no more against Almighty God, 

His dealings, government, or chast'ning rod. 

For this immensely thou hast chosen more, 

Than retribution, or afflictions sore. 

Jiehold thy God, how vast His wonders tower! 

How high exalted is Jehovah's power ! 

What proofs of wisdom, power, and boundless skill, 

Are manifest by God's oimiific will ? 

His greatness, majesty, and might combined, 

Who teachcth man like His almighty mind ? 
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What deep designs, contrivances, and plan, 

His works display before tlie eyes of man ? 

What science, lore, philosophy, or arts, 

Contain the knowledge which Mis mind imparts ? 

What human volume ever hath displayed, 

The matchless wonders ■which His hands have made ? 

Who teacheth wisdom, couched in prose or verse, 

Like God Almighty in His universe ? 

Or shows Himself, in glory to surpass, 

Like God within this molten looking glass ? 

Translucent! y it makes His wisdom shine, 

And shows to man His attributes divine. 

The hest conception of its primal cause, 

He mirrors forth within His works and laws. 

His independence who doth now dispute? 

Or matchless sovereignty in words refute ? 

What, puny arm hath stayed His mighty sway ? 

Or who hath once enjoined ITirn in His way ? 

Who now can say ; injustice markoth thee, 

For thou hast, wrought supreme iniquity r 

Consider therefore with immense delight, 

That God Almighty doeth all things light. 

When doubt, concerning Him within th.ee lurks, 

Rememher then l.o magnify His works ; 

And judge nim not by narrow views again, 

So oft expressed by vain and wicked men. 

When sore afllictions make thee desolate, 

Remember then that God is just and great. 
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These truths mankind may ev'rywhere behold, 

In all His works this mighty story's told. 

Afar and near His glor'ous wonders rise, 

Adorn the earth, and gild the shining skies. 

Profound est wisdom (.0 them all belongs, 

And men should celebrate them in their songs. 

The whole creation from the senseless clod, 

Proclaims alond the mighty power of God ; 

And. ev'ry m;in may see the clearest proof, 

In earth, and air and heaven's resplendent roof. 

His eye may turn to sun, and moon, and star, 

That burn, and twinkle in the dome afar ; 

Or see the Btorm, and tempest raging wild, 

Or weather fair, salubrious, and mild ; 

The rain, nnd lightning, ami the thunder loud, 

That pours, and gleams, and bellows from the cloud ; 

May look at night through telescopic lens, 

And count the stars till ev'ry number ends ; 

Or let his penetrating vision pass, 

In wonder through the microscopic glass ; 

And see the world of moving, teeming life, 

With which the boundless universe is rife ; 

Or lost in awe, may think of time and space, 

And seok, confounded, either end to trace. 

Behold, thy God is grand, sublime, and great, 

Wo know but nought of his immense estate. 

His years confound the reckoning power of man, 

~No number tells us when they first began. 



y Google 



SPILE* ;H Olf EL1HU. 

He maketh small the waters' misty drops, 

And hangs the clouds upon the mountain tops ; 

They pour the rain from out the cloudy sties, 

According also as the vapors vise ; 

Distilling drops upon the thirsty ground, 

For man and bejisi atiundatuly around. 

From vegetation wasting in decay, 

And liberating gases day by day ; 

The oxygen and hydrogen ascend, 

And in the air explosive mixtures blend ; 

The lurid lightning uttering its roar, 

Unites the gases decomposed before ; 

J ii misty globules infinitely small, 

In drops of rain upon the earth to fall. 

The air salubrious again becomes, 

And joyous nature gladsome music hums. 

But who, alas ! can rally understand, 

His spreading clouds above the sea and land ? 

The laws by which the slender misty shrouds, 

Composed of particles that form the clouds ; 

Unfold themselves beneath the arching sky, 

And hang suspended in the air so high ? 

Or roll, and gyrate swift before the gale, 

And scatter showers of frozen, rattling hail ? 

Where oft He maketh dark His secret place, 

And spreads a vail before His shining face ; 

Pavilioned round with pitchy folds of night, 

And waters dark suspended in His sight : 
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Who understands when rolling thunder shakes, 
The dreadful noise His tabernacle makes? 
Or once explains, when heaven in sunder's rent, 
The fearful thund'rings of His cloudy tent ? 
Behold, He spreads it with Mis forky light, 
Ol' darting Hashes, terrible find bright. 
The roots of ocean, hoary, huge, profound, 
Composed of solemn mountains ranging round : 
I »l v.ill. yr. .-.jIlV. m-l . li.trm J dl'fp uli-1 Wl'lv, 

Tli;:l. hold the springs that feed the briny tide ; 
He cov'reth deep, and sealeth up from sight. 
With boundless waters, and eternal night. 
These elements compose His shafts of death, 
As well as good to every mortal breath. 
IDs clouds find dew, His thunderbolt and rain, 
His storm and tempest sweeping o'er The plain ; 
His lightning-strokes, His oceans do His will, 
And all His plans and purposes fulfill. 
By these He specked) oil canines again, 
And judgeth suddenly ungodly men. 
By dews and rains, by clouds and showers sweet, 
Ho makes the earth produce abundant meat. 
He holds the lightning in His mighty hands, 
And giveth to it His supreme commands ; 
Directs its course, and headlong, swiftly throws, 
And tells it when and where to strike its blows. 
The noise thereof proclaims its presence near, 
He tells it also where His friends appear. 
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Jt* blasting poim (.-on densed to burning wrath, 

Destroys (ho wicked in its awful paih. 

At this my heart doth palpitate and quake, 

It trembleth greatly and with fear doth shake; 

With paleness pictured in my frighted face, 

"Hs moved from out its propel' resting-place. 

But hear, oh, hear the thunder of His voice, 

Behold, the elements aloud rejoice ; 

A noisy sound is going from His mouth, 

His rolling thunder shakos i,he torrid south. 

He semis it forth beneath the heaven's expanse. 

Where lurid lightnings wildly flame and glance ; 

From middle regions where it takes its birth, 

To tips of wings of the resounding earth. 

Behind the flash the noisy torrents pour, 

A voice tremendous uttereth. its roar. 

He thund'retli greatly through the trembling skies 

His voice of ex'llency aloud replies. 

The air reverberating wildly shakes, 

His vast pavilion from the center quakes. 

The rain, and hail, and lightning flash and pour, 

When once His voice of majesty doth roar. 

He stays them not when loud the thunder's heard, 

And vast creation from its depths is stirred. 

Jehovah thund'reth with His marv'Ious voice, 

And all things vocal do aloud rejoice. 

The earth doi.li rock beneath the deep'ning roar 

The bick'ring flames in lurid vengeance gore. 



y Google 



282 speech of elihu. 

Behold He coniulh, dollied in matchless awe. 
To speak to thee, and vindicate His law. 
He dooth wonders which our thong!)!-* transcend) 
And which we cannot fully comprehend. 
His greatness, majesty, and wisdom, too, 
Are further seen in what His counsels do. 
From out His mouth sublime the words do How, 
When He cuinmandelli tluis (lie crystal snow ; 
Receive from me your white and fleecy birth, 
And be at once upon the naked earth; 
And likewise thus to smaller drops of rain, 
"In gentle dews descend ;i':o;- the plain ; 
But unto greater rain, in torrents pour, 
Till copious rivers to the ocean roar. 
He sealeth up in winter, by Hi.j plan. 
The brawny hand of ev'ry toiling man. 
By ice and snow, in houses, cave, and den, 
He shuts up beasts, as well as lab'ring men ; 
That cv'ry man his weakness may confess, 
And own that God doth reign in righteousness ; 
'That res;!., from toil, with eon tempi avion sweet, 
In cozy dwellings, filled with dainty meat ; 
May furnish man, forgetful of the clod, 
With holy time for worshiping his God : 
And teach his soul that God Almighty here, 
Controls the seasons of the rolling year: 
Then torpid beasts withdraw to chosen dens, 
And burrow snugly in their rocky pens ; 



y Google 



Devoid of hunger, locked in dozy mood, 

When buried nature takes .away their food ; 

Displaying proofs of sup'intending cart', 

And sweet compassion reigning ev'rywhero. 

Tin; \vlurhvind eorneth from the heated Eolith, 

Ife fiery breath is from its burning month. 

The scatt'ring winds that spread the snow and hail, 

From out the North in chilliness prevail. 

The breath of God congeals (.ho sparkling frosl . 

In which the dew, in crystal gems, is lost. 

He breathes at night tlie little misty sprays. 

That freeze and glisten in the morning rays. 

By cold the w titer's frozen into ice, 

Compressed and straitened by His own device. 

The golden splendor soattereth the cloud, 

That oft the skies in gloominess doth shroud. 

Within the haziness appears ilis light, 

Whose rosy brightness put:; the clouds to flight. 

As helmsmen steer the swift and flying ship, 

That fleet before I. he rising gale doth skip; 

So all the clouds that in the heavens abound, 

Do roll themselves, by His direction, round. 

Their movements, therefore, never do depend, 

Oil accident, capricious in its end; 

Hut whatsoever Ho comniandeth l.hem, 

They never once rebelliously condemn; 

But wheel and fold, and fly, and tumble round, 

By laws unchanging, useful, and profound. 
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Their countless motions purposes fulfil, 

Ordained at first by His almighty will. 

The rain He eauseth thus on earth to fall, 

With in willful designs concerning all ; 

For just correction, punishment of sin, 

As oftentimes destructive floods have been. 

Or else refreshment sweet His thirsty land, 

From timely waters, doth from Him demand ; 

To fructify tire parched and barren ground, 

And cause proliii cation to abound. 

Or else for mercy sweet, benignant, kind, 

Ho sendeth forth the gentle rainy wind; 

To fill the streams, and make the desert sing, 

Refresh the earth, and nourish ev'rything. 

To this, Job, attentively give ear, 

In rev'rent posture this instruction hear. 

Although alllieled by Jehovah's rod, 

Consider well the wondrous works of God. 

Let contemplation hold thee in control, 

And holy rev'rence fill thy thoughtful soul. 

Art thou acquainted with the primal time, 

When God disposed the winds and clouds sublime? 

The dew and rain, the snow, the frost and cold, 

And when the sky His wisdom did unfold? 

Hast thou discovered how the lightning loud, 

Doth shine from out His mutt'ring thunder-cloud ? 

The laws by which the vapors dense and dark, 

Conceal within the latent, lurid spark ? 



y Google 



SPEECH OF ELIHU. 

And how it leapeth forth and darts its train, 

Producing thunder, and the pouring rain? 

Canst thou explain the laws by which the clouds, 

That move and roll in dark, successive crowds ; 

Are poised nod balanced up so wondrous high, 

And hang suspended in the stormy sky? 

Or full of water, why they do not fall, 

J n lakes and rivers, overwhelming all ? 

Dosi. thou perceive in all their laws displayed, 

The wondrous works His mighty hands have made? 

Whose boundle-s knevi 'edge, per tec t ev'rywhere, 

The whole creation doth aloud declare? 

Canst thou «.\pl;i.iii in philosophic form, 

The reason why thy garments oft are warm? 

What causes cold when northern winds arise, 

Or sultry heat beneath the torrid skies? 

How southern breezes take their wondrous birth, 

By means of wliieh lie quick: th the earth? 

Hast thou, with Him, unrolled the solid sky, 

In spheres concentric, polished, strong, and high? 

Supported, too, by nohlor pipes (hail brass, 

Translucent as a molten looking-glass ? 

Behold, O Job, these mysteries profound, 

Throughout the universe alike abound. 

They prove that- God, although in nature shown, 

Cannot by searching ever hence be known. 

Such power and knowledge should in thee instill, 

Profound submission to His holy will. 
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Inscrutable is His mysterious plan, 

Unfathomed also by the mind of man. 

No righteous judgment thou canst, hence command, 

Against a God thou dost not undnrsl.aud : 

His ways are dark, His dealings seem severe, 

But know the issue doth not yet appear ; 

His wisdom, power, and goodness art; supreme, 

Tiie darkest cloud contains the brightest beam. 

The latent spark within tie fleecy shroud, 

When He coiu.iiiandet.il bursts the blackest cloud, 

In awe and rev'reiicc, pensive, meek, and dumb, 

Submit to God, and wait till help shall come. 

In words of rashness once thou didst declare, 

When crushed with grief, and filled with fell despair 

Oh I that I knew where Him my soul could meet ! 

That I might now approach Hit.; heavenly seat! 

Before Him there I'd order all my cause, 

And plead my innocence before His laws. 

Then teach us now the words a senseless clod, 

Shall utter boldly to Almighty God ! 

For we, alas ! His presence dare not reach, 

We know not how to order this our speech. 

Our minds are dark, His wisdom's so profound, 

Our knowledge nought, and His doth so abound ; 

Our presence mean, while His doth overawe, 

And crush us down before His holy law, 

Then how could we before His presence plead, 

In expectation we should then succeed ? 
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Or once with hope arraign Almighty God, 

About the dealings of TTis chast'ning rod ? 

When here we do not fully understand, 

The simplest works of His Almighty hand ? 

Abashed, confounded on that dreadful day, 

We should nol. know the words we ought to say. 

Shall He "be told that now of Him I speak ? 

And explanations of His dealings seek? 

O'erwhelmed with awe, and rev'rence most profound, 

I dare not venture on such holy ground ; 

For if a man shall dare with Him contend, 

Dispute His justice, or His dealings mend; 

His soul shall drink Jehovah's hitter cup, 

And by His anger shall he swallowed up. 

I dare not longer by my speech encroach, 

Behold the whirlwind's terrible approach ! 

For now we cannot steadfastly behold, 

The azure skies in majesty untold; 

The dazzling luster of Jehovah's light, 

Confounds and blinds our unprotected sight. 

His clouds are bright and roll in mountains high. 

His noisy thunder rocks. 1'he lurid sky. 

But lo ! the winds disperse and cleanse them wide, 

A dazzling glory now the folds divide. 

Behold the gorg'ous op'ning how it clears ! 

The glor'ous symbol of His throne appears ! 

But lo ! He holdeth hack its awful place, 

And spreads a cloud upon its burning face. 
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A ¥i,iT-;im of splendor shooieth bright a-nJ. Jiijrli, 
And fluid gold o : uvspread;s the northern sky. 
How terrible 1 li- m::ji>ty ji.ppetir" ! 
No tongue can tell the number of His years. 
How great in power, let ov'ry mouth confess ! 
How vast in justice, and in righteousness ! 
Although His laws are holy, just, and strict, 
By sore oppression He will not itffliet ; 
And therefore men His Holy name should fcar, 
With pious revVence, and with love sincere. 
The meek and simple He will not despise, 
Nor yet respecteth He the proud or wise. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

the lord's answer to job fbom tub whirlwind. 

The previous Chapter closes with n (lescrinLioir of the Almighty's 
approach in a whirlwind, by Khhu, to answer Job, ami close the contro- 
versy. Jiliiiu is overwhelmed *uy l.ho Inigbl. lijiht he sees in t.lns doucls ; 
the fluid gold which appeared to bo poured out ever the axui'e sky ; the 
vivid lightnings jjlayii -^ in wild mill terrilie awe ; the th.i ulers rolling; 1.1 jc 
clouds parting mid onenini: ii passive of mofihde brightness for the 
appearance of the Alimably ; the roar ;i:ni tremblui,; of Jehovah's taber- 
nacle: and tin; jvi-orit and lo'tiblc majesty of God. Under the trepidation of 
the moment l.o ceusas bis speech in an abrupt avid hurried maimer. 
Kilhu's discourse had proparou the way lor the Almighty. .Ho bad main- 
tained, in jnsr.ifica-iou of his own space..-,, i : iat irspu-arion was superior to 
age, and that lib. id. L-l i ■ -o l< fi-1 : it. tivoth mifiMsLnidii a to man. Job bad on 
several occasions expressed a. wish thai: Ch'd would answer him. All the 
speakers, no doubt, tdM: il:o need of some moi'o aiuhorhudvo and satisiae- 
lory solution ol'l.bo nature and design of human smfariue;. and 1. lie divine 
dealing's, and K o verm rent of God over Ll.e world. Kiiphaz, liildud, and 
Zophar had argued, with vehemence, ccns.nioirsnass. a: d great severity, 
tli.lt God i)u:iis:ioii only the wicked in this lire, and thai- according to (hoir 
sins, while ho signally sp.niT.il the righteous ; that eonsoe ucni.ly .lob, being 
so extraordinarily afflicted, must be a very great sinner, suddenly am; 
justly overtaken by liiv.aie vciigcaueo '.bore for. They were all sdoneed 
by Job, but not convinced. They advanced all tboir arguments, elabo- 
rately prepared, tersely expressed, and skillfuly lorded against tbo patri- 
arch, in a series of three siiooehos cue'i, except 7ophar. who spoke but 
twice; Blihu, however, supplied his pilnco, spoaiiiug four times. The last 
time round the speakers were well nigh coulbuinlod. Klipha/, is briefer, 
and apparently less hopeful riiau eofora. ihldaii's last speech is only six 
verses in lougln. Ir is irroi'.eaid to lie eon trot":;'.-;;,-. he-.rays confusion, 
and a full conviction ci" inability to reply 1.0 Job. Zapliar declined to 
spirit ai all. All the speakers bad said many rush ana intomperate 
things, and bad indulged :n crnei reflections upiin Job ; while lie had, in 
several iusl.-.cccs, given r.tteraree to eo nip, I aims rnd eiurmiuings against 
God Ibat were unjust: liable ai:d irreverent, .At this stage of the contro- 
versy Khhu comes forward, and wiJi <!ioai. as^u ranee announces : .is ability 
Lo unravci the mystery of Job's sulh.rings, reconcile God's dealings with 
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His rival ares here, with strict justice, ami also will; beaevokneo ami love. 
Although .ho ii:- ; jk higher ground loan J oil's three Ilk- ids, yet ho did not 
by any moans do whai no expressed his aoiliiy to perform. He alleged 
Una calamities and alkietlons are disciplinary to the extent of deteriini; 
man from tho Comuussioii of thriiro sin, and also of causing man to 
ven ounce a v.-iokod life, aud tan: to God. lie argued thai, God accom- 
plished this in thi'oo ways: by drcamsjby inspired massoug; :■!'.= or teach- 
ers; and by sickness and pain. Ho haid thru, fiod iv:i- so greai lliat nam 
oaghi to believe Ilia: to v,:> just and rlgm-eotis. ilodid not, like the 

nl.l i i :. hold i.l ai. I i. .■:' .. i ■! ..'■■■ . !■,■ aoved tho vioLim of tbom i.o 

bo wicked. However, in the application of his argunienL to Job, be took 
it for granted tuat ha was an unjust aia.l wicked man ; aad that, safteood 
by sorrow, ho should icp.mt ami imst in Cloii. as the cu'y hope <;1 deliver- 
iiliuu from his horrible suffer ings. Hut sdl, his s|..ccch di;i r.o:, reach Iho 
case. .lob mair.t'.iie.od Li™, be was not insincere, nor unj-.ist. that he waa 
bo I.L oerfeet aim upright; ;,hat his trials aad sufferings y, ore therefore dis- 
onipena.iouod to iiis chaiYmter aud II lb, and hoace wore c"ael aad najasi.. 
Up i.i) this time. Lii H3iis:ac"iory reply baii been made to Job. It was 
necessary, thcrclbre. far more light lo bo shed on the dark subject. The 
Almighty now comes for wr.nl, iu a l.oiriblo tempest, and addresses .'lob. 
The iirsi: design of ills reply appears lo be I.o reprove him (or his rash and 
preempt a aus marmarmgs against klknself; his refect ion a "upon His 
government raid dealings v.-iL:i man; and to produce iu bin) a propc: 
spirit of penitence, humibrn.ion, aad profound submission 10 "Him, in view 
of 1 lis mi'.niLe greal ■ ess and wisdom, lie unp.ios too utter inability of 
Job to mmorstrmd His ways, and that he nee la: aught not to judge 11 im. 
At the close of I lis answer tie accopls Job, because, ia the naiia he had 
spoken the thing that; was right eoocerimg ]liin,aid generally had a 
true spirit of sinccrky, uprightness, and piety. He restores him to 
health, and reduplicates ali his former possessions. But It is not a little 
vemarknhlo that ila Ahaigiay docs a-a atiompt i.o solva i.he mystery of 
Hia ways. Wind- .'lob desired to haow was viy. ',.: ■ i l : ; l so sincere srd 
upright as he fell and knew himself to be. i.o n-.is yet horribly oii lie ted. 
even beyoad 1:!n ■ vfesi, of Iho vile. 'Has precise dllbo'.i'ty "cuis not met. 
The Almighty does not toil Job that liis afiliotious were eh as '.iscincnts for 
bis sins: nor thai they an: to restrain him from sin ; nor that, they are to 
be rewarded ia nuodioi- world. Neither does He iafarai him way there 
Is saeh obvious inequality between the temporal pro-sporily and adversity 
of ilia righteous aid wicked ie this life; nor reeeneko his anpr.vcnt eon- 
demnaiiou 0*' the riglheous 1 ere free) I heir afmel.ioiis, with His npproba- 
tion of their rigjkcou.s chnraeier ; nor his seeming satlslhetion wh.h liie 
v.-iok-ed from I heir pi\:spo:iiy. wiJi 1 lis doiesmnaa of their olaaaoier, and 
1.1 is o"act i'.istieo. lie makes llo reliaviee to l'ie rotribiii.iaus of a future 
state as a p'.ac-i of iina! addistaieat of ali tiiei: iuoijaalilios. This obvious./ 
shows that the knowledge of Clod has bean p;\: : :raii:-,hi revealed to man- 
kind. Gradual deiebp/rl'Md is one of tin laost signal eharr.el.ei'isties of I lie 
Ahoi,-dity : both io nal.ure and rovclatiou. hi ..lob's day soareely auythiog 
was known about a luiure s'ao.,. His higbest dream o[ 'nap.piuess aoro- 
iilter was rest in the shades of Sheol— a region of quiet darkness beyond 



yGooglc 



THE IOKd's ANSWEB TO JOB HROH TUB WHJKI.WrND. 291 

the grave. The chief objeel of this discourse of the Almighty appears to 
he hi appeal to 1 1 in incomprehensible wisdom ami power, a- : ■: I : - - 1 - 1 ■ .-. - d in 

I lis wortis, as ei i-.leiiOi-iS of II o folly o" nuui in aitoniotiug lo si I in judg- 
liion* on 10s moral government, mid msijii lli:;i for I lis dealings '.villi 
His eroaturos here. The whole burden of tin? answer, therefore, of the 
Lord to Job is first a woridori'uliy hiToros:ir.a :ii.d coueljs'vc demonsira- 
tion of the infinite power and wisuora of God in His works; ami 
secondly, a co roll; ivy or legilhmde 'ncbroncc therefrom, 'hut ov.e vfti.0 had 
! !/.■,,-.■' v.f.'wi; ;..vj;.iy riKsiw fie 
r;;-) !:■><■; Si'.i.'.v's.vto?;. o.rol .&<.'.<.w;,t; (.;■'' a" /('is (■(■(iV-Ki o. ,' '/mi /as JjMtw K ho 
fjvio.l to ill. )»«'; <7.s ^seirYit/.'/iVra (■<!■■-; <!,■() i;-«{i;:.*'.-9.i )irii to tf tnn'Cll, 
ai-.d '/int. ■iiuiri -sums' submil to liu: iaU Cod ; sa,' he'Mw.". he sees all the 
reasons for Smug so , s«/! 'a'tcnsf sai ss to fc ro'-innded jov -it ; not imcauM 
"llitds and dwt:r,.,jis are h.oi ohov.i. His throne; but simply ln::i.i:nse lie is 
Cild., i'Vi.'-jKi'd-::;!, so-; mi'f<l, fl.'i.B/j. 

iWr.', fusticl, k;<;m-kd--/e. rl , i;v/t !'-s y.v.Ji ioreseid ami ei-ru'ii- .S'c'.'S.'oi'sto-a to 
God's wii, thertfoTi, em Mtcft, or oorafcnimeni wflft, cm icrtfoii (o one'i con- 

dition (mid. 2,-ri -■;.-,■ :;.■■■, ■ J V:H!/. ; iif/s 

addros.i to Job. This is one of il.o grca; (-si. truths tvrr made known to man 
in tile economy of God. It is the secret of a happy and prosperous iilo. 
As soon as Job found out this secret I is possessions were doubled, l;is 
health restored, and iiis happiness greater ilian beibro. To see God 
through the cloud ; lo fool that He is Almighty to save ; inliliitoly wise 
to kiStraet: jtisi: to right nil wrongs; good t,o secure fo cneb soul tbe 
highest amount oi iiapp'uess; mcrcilhl i,o | ■ : r y a.i-:Cl relievo ; ami to Icnow, 
without n licool, thai, Liu doeth all things i :;;})1., and just, and true, and 
good, for all His creature* for time and oternit.y, produces in the soul 
such resignation, consent-moot, rccoj.eniaiioii. peace, ;i sss.irui.ee, ooultueuce. 
exultation, and victory, as otiiy i.hose v.dto ti'ive e;iy:-i'ir.r<a:rt ih.ise deq) 
things of /.lie Sing :■.■■■■■■■■'■'.■■■' and ;■■■ >■ nJHi one brought ,)'■;'.> 

ir,to Hits k-isjip.i coiidition ; and bo who has soon liil.io or no trouble in 
this litis is but half bom. We see God with tiie aye of curiosity and phi- 
losophy in Iiis works; through suuvrim; wc fee! liirn rcvenied within, 
and gain no iiuvrongiit, vivid consciousness of I lis Alioa.hry power, iali- 
nito wiscom, goodness, love, .iusiioe, oinuiji resell ec. e'.ernily. and trut'i. 
Then only are wo prepared lo seo God in unc.iro. The one is lior.lv liivin- 
il.y. the other soul divinity. The one is outward and olijccive, tlie oilier 
inv.-ard and sabjeoiivo. The one die ietl.er, ib.r; <..i.;ior the spirit and the 
life. The two together make the I'uli-grown pcrlbct man. To sec God 
in. iris worts, and to have a capacity, tie ceio lied ihrnuuli snircrmg, Lo 
receive ai..d hicarnal.e Him within, and tdns to feel and rcahr/o flini into- 
rioi'y and consraojsiy 1 1 : ;■ .. ■ r. ir I ■ lire ouic\ea and uuli'ldcd simii ial senses, 
ivhereby He becomes a iiving, urescmt n-aliiy, :s to know him as Ho is. 
and to inhale from Ilin: liial iii'.vnrdly vhali^iin; ioppiriition wliieh givctli 
eternal life and divine undr rstanding. Then snll'erir.a's are sweet, Aillie- 
iious are bw-Aenly. '['rials are glorious. Kopjoaches, eontuoieiy, slander, 
csjiitcmot, and iralred by the worid. and by 1 i I ■ 1 1 ■ souis, are aeeeoied con- 
te:ilcdly, submissively, and pa'.ieijlly. Tiny l..er-.ona: iokens of aM inoar- 
nnte Doily, ami the aildiealing Tar.dicinc of a present and C 
II 
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immortality. How iew. who arc the loudest in preaebirc' God, ro.illy 
know anythinsr about Him ! Reader, are you in iieep trouble? Then 
tied is noi. fir oil'. Are y.i \: all v. i ■, . 1 1 -^ aTeaa.r tl an over before ? Then 
Ho is nearer lo you than Tics in wont to Imvo been. Do not complain. 
Murmur not. Judge him not. Open wiiio tl:o door (if your heart and 
let Him come in. [,i:T, up the petals of yuiir seed lo him, and receive 
theroi.a the s-.-.'ij:.-c ijows tin; wale: 1 - oi' eternal hie. ir demonstrating lo 
Job His great power and wisdom, with a view- to siia his di'uub submis- 
sion to Ills moral government, Ho nyipoeis rr, il.o enaiiiou oi' tho carrh ; 
lo tho iayinij Us foundations ; its measures and the st.ron.aing oi" His line 
U}:ou it ; its lasl.eniiig.s ana its corner-stone : when the morning slurs sang 
tcgei.bor and all the sons of God shouted for joy; to the sea, with its 
dijovs. when it b"ahe forth and issuud froi;i on! 11 e woeib; with, the cloud 
for its jrarnient, and think darkness for its swathhirig bond; with its 
decreed -llaeo, set with bars and door* hounding ii?, billows and staying 
its .proud waves; to the formation of lighl aud as distribution over the 
earl.:) ; causing the day spring lo know its place ami to hike hold on the 
■ehds of the earth ; rovnuiiin.' the fitae of all. uuture, in the morning, as the 
seal .reveals its imago on iho signet clny ; to the springs of l.'ic sou and 
the deep caverns of tho ocean ■ to the urdidhnniabio depths of l.ho regions 
of death, with the dears ul its ghastly shadow ; to the breadth of lin: 
earth, and its boundaries: to toe 'Sources of 1llj.Il' ana. darkness, Lheir 
places, and bounds, Laid pi-ilis; to l.'ie lermalioiL of snow- and hail, wk.i 
(heir treasure, I batt'e, and war; to the light- 

ning, the storm, and the sbowe'.'s of rain, with all the !il~le canals oiu 
from- the clonals to the earth for the seonrale streams and drops to g'ide 
through: wit], the uai.hs cleft in Lhe c'nods ior the I L^Il Lll! lll;- of thunder to 
run; and the gralafal showers on t"oe nninaabuod wf.doruess. lo satisfy 
tao desert, am; oau.se the bud ■■<i' lhe Louder herb tu spring forth ; to tho 
paternity of the rain and the little crops of tow ; lo the gendering of the 
ioo and the hoary host of heaven, whereby iho water is hid in stones, and 
the thee of the dcoi> is congealed; Lo the rising ami selling of the stars 
and their ini'ucueo over the world. wti: the s,v;o iiLlhix-.es of tho spring 
constellation. Pleiades; the warlike girdle of the storm king, Orion, or 
Iho winter constellation; tiro twelve signs of Lae Zneiiae, or ila/.Karolii ; 
and A re turns, with his grisly sons, patrcllir.g t'aeroi-.h pole; to tlio ordi- 
nances or planetary law-s of the la:avens, and their US', ro ngieil domiuioi! 
on the. earth; to. the inability of man to liLl his voieo lo 1,1m clouds and 
bring down water, or to launch lae hghl'iings ; to tin; wisdom and undor- 
stauding v.diich He has given to Loan in. his iuw-ard pans; to the clouds, 
with the innumerable misty particles ihat ,eom::"-o l.hciH ; to man's 
inability to empty f.hem. and make their leather hollies ho down ; to the 
instincts of nnhieiis an:! Lao laws that ooic.ro', thorn, as the '.ion hunting 
his proy, couching in his den, abiding hi the coven lo lie in wait; and 
the ravens croaking unto God for meat. 

In farther do'ijonstra-ion of His hniuite power, wiseom. goodness, jus- 
tice. shilhherievoier.ee. and love, displayed ir His wov'-.s, lor the purpose 
of luimbfme Joe, and caii-iug him, in diunb si'ei'-e. i.o submit to Him, 
and confide unmurmuringly in His almigiity tu.i.ribui.es ior final deliver- 
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anoo, histideaii" i, aaa gkahioaiion ; lie si.ih appeals t< 
wisaom ns further seen in the instincts and linbils of Ihe brutes, and liie 
powers, and beauliial adaptations which tlie.v cKiiibit [If appeals to Lao 
wild goals of the roebs. and Lao binds, a- id So the p-alernal care and ic:i- 
deriiess i.io la- inriil'eaeL. Luv.-a.as iheru ; knowing the time udicn they 
bring forth their young, ami marking die period when the hinds cnlvo : 
numbering even their allotted raoi'idis; to i.L.e wild :iss. free nnd exult 
But; his bonds of re^Liubit a.ioscneu, haling ii^ hoi:so in the desert, and 
his dwelling in the barren lani'i : seeming ;.!■'■■ ouulilv.le of the oily, and 
rcgari.iiiig not the try o: the driver ; ranging the mountains lor pasture 
and searching alio" every green thing; 10 ".ho unicorn and his vemb.riul 
strength, surpassing that of man ; nnJon.eSLientoiL like other animals; 
uir.annibie ami unsn'osd-vioii to uses of agriculture ; unwiliiog to serie 
man, or to abide by bis crib; unbound with his band in the furrows; 
refusing to harrow bis vnlloys; unirusLwajrihy ijy reason of his groat 
strength ; to the gijodi;; wings of tbo peacock, the si oik, and ".ho osiTie.h ; 
especially to i.l.o eiaraoruiitary laws in re ibri it.ee l.o hot msLbiots and 
habits concerning i or ■, rung ; so womb r.iil am am ike all othor niumnls : 
leaving her eggs ii: the oatia ; warming idem ia tee oust ; iergotting dan. 
the foot may crush then), or the wilu boast >nay break then: ; hardened 
against her young, lis though they wore a"i. Lois ; aeprired of uisriorn 
and understanding; lilting herself on high ; scorning the horse and his 
rider; also to l.ho horse, hi- prowess, mai'. ■•>:;■,; courage, prion, and impel- 
uositym bitde ; leaping like lIlo locust; ■.vii-i ierrioio glory in his nos- 
trils; pawing i:l the vniiey; reio icing in his strong:!; ; goir.g oil till nerst 
the armed men ; n looking at li.-ar ; not a.il'righo. o ; turning not Liack from 
tbo sword, the raiding quiver, the glittering spear, and the shield ; swal- 
lowing i.ho ground will: iioreouoss and rage; reslb'ss lor the combat: 
behoving not in danger; slaudieg not slill wiiou tiio trumpet soundeih; 
saying among the tnniuieLers th.a'. bo hears lac eail : su. oiling the hai-th: 
from alar; the war cry of princes, mid the battle shout; like-wise 
to the hawk, displaying the most astonishing wisdom ill her instincts: 
knowing wdien and whore to fly, stivi.ehing her wings towards the 
south; migratory by intuition: to the proud eagle, king of birds, 
mounting up at God's command, and making hoi' nest on high; 
abiding on the crag of tbo rock; from thence seeking her prey, and 
darting Ivor eyes afar oil': her young ones six-king blood and sm.iQiug 
the slain. The Almighty now ro\a:.kes Job for cuaLeiu'.iiig with llim. 
reproving 1 1 Lid, and atrompt.iug to instruel Him. and falls on him 
to answer likn. Job, who iiad often belbru deMr;;i Le. eooio into court 
witii fioi'i. and argue iiis cause before him: lieiiag a.bio fo eonviiice 
Him of bis innoeeneo. and Uod's injustice in aJiiol.uig him; iuul who 
had diligently hmitod in every point of the eonij.iass to find Him for 
this purpose; now, overpowered by Lao majosLy of Lloti. and the unan- 
swernhle argmnout lie ina.l adduced, is si.n-ecibi ss. .lie cannot argoo, 
when God calls on him to stand up mm pi-ad Ins cause. He con- 
fesses his guilt for tbo first lime. He says he is vile, mid that ho can 
answer nothing, but will lay Irs hand upon bis nuuth. The Lord speaks 
again froni tko whirlwind. He toils him that He will now .sube.ht somu 
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questions to 1 iim. ami den muds fa;; I. lie shad try to answer them : Ho calls 
ui] him to this ciiii, to gird up bis loins, like a man ; to picparo himself 
for the highest r- LI '■ j ;■ t, tt.a: co'tld be made : tu p'lt forth a 1 1 Jiiss sirenirlo, 
and explain to Hjm what lie- should now say. Hi? then jmocoods and 
eoniploi.es the armament iii proof of His groiJ- power an. I majesty. He a ska 
Job ifhe will db;in.u. ills 'a ie/menl. and eonilemn Him ilint. he may ho 
righteous. Ho inquires of hhn ii' he has an awn Hku (Jed. or i!is voice of 
thunder. Ho i«;ls liim, sarcastically to deck himself wha majesty, and 
array himself v.- i : 1 j glory aim beauty, and e: si. oil' the vn!>(> of his ivrat.li. 
and abase the p'saal by a look, anri f-i-aii down tin wicked; bind their 
laces, and hide tin in in the dnst; ami then Lie will couldss that he can 
save himself by his own right in; ml. He llici: appeals l;i the llobemolh 
as a-n oilier iLluKEralJon of his own majesty, wisdom, and power; eating 
grass iikc tin? ox. ivil.ii slremgtk in his loins, ami ibree in bis navel, mov- 
ing his tail like a, cedar, tie sinews of his haunches wrr.ppod together, 
eansti toting his l.error ; his bones like pipes of brass, am! oars of iron; the 
ehiefof God's ways: brcevsing his toed ueoi the n'oymtain; ; lieing order 
the shady trees in coverts of reeds- and Ions; eovoren. ivila tin! idiadow of 
thickets: eomp'Ssoii about v.'itJi the widows of the bi'ooks: drinking up a 
river; deem;; not; d: awing up Jordan into his mouth ; not token by the hen: lor 
when seen ; and when caught in snares none oottlld bore 1: is nose. The 
Almighty linnily appeals to the Leviathan, or crocodile, with his scaly 
rind, as a: !■:.■! an" i'.l >s'ratiou of His i.rr'r ami wisdom and skill in creation; 
to confound and immhle Job, and niaue him feed liis own ihsininleauoe; 
asidilg him if iie could draw him out with a hook ; 0:' extract his tongue 
wit:? !.? cord; or put a. book in his nose, or bore his jaw with a, thorn. He 
inquires of him if ae will umbo s.iyipHoaiious to tiin, or speak soft words 
to him; or main? a covenant witii him; or if he wail lake him ibr hia 
servant; or play with him aa a bird ; or bind dim as a toy Ibr bis maidens; 
ar if l;is companions shall make a banquet of iiini, and part him round 
among the merchants ; or ii' ke can in I liis skin we I: i:arhed irons, and liis 
head with fish- spears. tie tells him -.'• lay bis In; mi upon him, am! 
remember the liable ; thai, the I .ope of fa -i big him is vain ; that one who 
sees kim will bo msi.autly l.errii'od a?m cast down ; that the iiercost care 
not stir him r aud asks him I hen who is a file to stand before 1 1 in. who 
made him. lie asks him, if he cannot subdue l.iiis monster, how he can 
compel the Creator of ldm to be tributary to hi:?i. and a/rant hhn what he 
may (.remand. He then enters niiou a more detailed deserintion of the 
l,rv ; :: .Inn. in order to i:n press Job sr.iil mere v.i? id or i,l : y willi a se:ise of 
His hieonipreaensiiile power, wis.loin. and gioy. r.nl compel Hpc-eclii^ss 
• ij)i.iissieu to 1 lis will. He asks him who can >l:ip off Ins skin, mid dis- 
cover the face of'h's :;an'ioul: : or who el.ne approach Ids double row of 
leelb ; or ope:i the d.ijors of Irs 'lies ; ih.a- bis 'ee'.l are te? ,v 'b!e : bis soiiles 
(ire bis pride, slnit up logetijer like a close seal : so near that no air can 
come between; so jolneil one to nnoi.ker ;uid st.u: 1 ; iogetlie:, i.hat rhcy ean- 
uol be siindm-cd ; thai by Lis noesi?i;;s n V-.M\ doil? shine; that his eyes 
a?e like the eyelids of the morning; thai b.iri.ii,^ lanins. end sparks of fire 
leap out of his mouth: leal smoke ii;oe r ,b out of bis nostrils, as out of a 
seethiniv pot, or caldron ; that bis brea:,h kimlletk coals, and flames burst 
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forth from his mouth ; that in his. ut ok > , i:ia;aLOi.h strength, and. sorrow is 
tniated into j.ay boil-re '.dm ; find terror tianees in his urosence; that tho 
Hakes til his lies a sire aemovabiy joined log-etaer; his heart is linn sis a 
stone ; sis ham sis. the nether trail- stone ; that when he raise fh himself up 
the mighty are afraiu ; that Lucy lone themselves- from terror; that the 
harpoon cannot penetrate nnii hohi in iiis skin; nor yet the spear, the 
dart, nor this laaco ; Linn, he estcemetii iron as straw, ami hr:-ss as rotten 
wood ; that the .arrow eutuio:. t:istke him flee ; that with lain .-ding-stones 
aye turned into stubble; that darts sire counted as straw; that he 
bua;helh sit the shaking of Luc spesir ; il.at soaies. like simrp stonos, are 
mister aha; tiiat he sprcatleln 'dies;- sharp, cutting hmoes on the mire: 
that he niaketh the i.ieei.s to beit like si- pot ; that- the hols avoniioi him ['oanis 
like ointment ; thai a oath shines niter hie: ; t.btiUiio deep in hoary by -lis 
■■i. : ..- ■ : ili:: 1 . : ii.H like is not or. the carLii ; lha.l. lie is made w-ithoul fear: 
that Ins looks down on ;;]; things as Interior to hint ; iluithe Is kins 1 over till 
the children of prisk-, or tierce animals. .From ali these considerations the 
impression which t.ho Aimigiuy uosigued to make upon tiie mind of J oh 
was that He was inikiilely and incoiupreherisuily art-sit; that He was 
past lintihig out; that His power, wisdom, tnajes: y, ami glory challenged 
ins instant submission re Lliut t;s a Doing tnat was able and willing to tie 
the wisest ami i.ics'; ;.l iug (or en ail creature lie had made ; thai. I '.is do- 
ings could noL he mended: ami tint lie could not bo instructed nor 
reproved ; ant; thru. His will teas absolute 'aw, am! should he yielded to 
without a murmur; although the rcsesoiia li:r so doing might not be 
understood ; ana that, blind faith in tiie power, Justice., wisdom, and good- 
ness of God was doir.suah-ti hy the Creator aim .I'rourictor of all things. 
At the dose til' this adsin-ss of tiie Almighty, Job mai.es 0. humble coules- 
sion of his errors. lie acknowledges that tied can do ali. tilings; that no 
thought can la: withheld ii'Onl llivn ; that. He is therefore "ooiii omnipotent 
ami omnlsoient. Job conlesscs that he had been presumptuous ; that In: 

had undertaken to judge of J-aiiov all's aitrpusos without knowledge. i 

had aflerei.i what he did not understand ; that he laid, pronounced opie ■ 
ions on subjects which were loo woiiuorhu lie,' him. lie now employs 
the language of hniml.uo suiucission, ami hags l.'na!. <i!od will hear him. Ho 
deelares thai lie wiil now ask for ligut. ami implores llial. Got! will teach 
him. He alleges that heretofore his views of Lao .Almighty hat! noon 
imperfect; thai; iio laid only hmrd of Him; that ho iiad known nothing 
fs;(ii-'ii concerning Hi:n ; oaf that ho had now sfffi lliui for hmiidj, u;<id 
Jicurd frutit J/i'n ears- ,iiuH'J< in rehttioi: to His power, wisdom, rind majesty l 
by which his views ami opinions were greatly changed. Wherefore he 
eocenes that now lie abhors himself, and repents in dust m.d ashes: that 
iiis spirit had ofteniinu.is. l.mter severe afihetions and suffering, beer: rasli. 
eoniplaiuiug. and irreverent; tiiat his language of self-vindication had 
been improper; and that, in comparison of a mire anil lioiy Cod, he v.'sts 
loathsome and vile. Tin: Lord thou com.ieomeu Kb, phi',?., Uiitlad, and 
Zophar, and asserted that his wrath whs kindled against them, because 
tltey iiad not spoken of iiim the tiling tlai.:. was right, «;■ Job had. They 
had uttered false «■■:■■: i|f meies respecting C"a. am; severe and cruel wonts 
concerning Job. Besides, wiiat they said wits unprovoked. They could 
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nor p'ead, r.s Job oonid, tiial. 11; ivy were sulli-ii; g severely under great 
ailliclio.is, Mini had been Ihlscly cbiugo.l '.vil.ii Lj.;l..:rL. jii.-j. or; nits, ill tiic lan- 
guage of bitter invective and acrimonious reproach. Job ":i:nl indulged in 
many knp.opiu' remarks ; bul it ilium; bo borne : n aibid that his general 
argument was sound ; that his views of find were oj.ahod ; Unit his faith 
and confidence in Him won- unshaken : thai his position was correct, and 
was finally honored by tiio Almighty in His ncceptanee. The few impa- 
tient and rasli expressions of Job. fheivlbro. may i e in-rihuted more to the 
tircutraioiiccs under which In; suoke, than to iuleutioaal irreverence and 
real impiety. He was ailluvtod with tin? most 1i..^;.Jl- sii.Tcriugs ibr no 
gloat crimes which ho i'eli Unroll' to bo guilty of: whin) his friunds wore 
very can stie and severe in their reproaches em; fid so hear redness. TIib 
jVJ-iiipclity evidently look I.: lis view of tlie esse in ace.uhfuig him of guilt, 
ii- ■! a.::-. ]■■'.: ' in:, ami pnKicly pronouncing in nis diver. The method 
of dealing onl. hininri.ini juslioe In each of the piilhcs. ■.■■■Ilioh tfo Almighty 
ae.oeled, is very tnuching and beautiful. He dcclmai;. fiat Elipha/,, liii- 
dud, and Zopha.r were guilty of folly and falsehood concern in g Him; but 
tliat He wouki Ibrgivc them on condition thai; j.kry should lake so von 
bnilaclts and seven rams, ar.d <jo to Jr.,'/, arid ol'.-ur Ibr themselves i.i burnt 
ollbriug, am; thai. Job. liivoulcd ami honor.?:.! o 1 "' (!od, sm.n'.d .,.o.ij for ikoo;. 
They had injured ami revile:! bin:, and charged him v.mj-igiiiily wivli 
crime ami iuipiely. Job was now in bo tins t-/i! a ii .■.'■■',j ; y in rvi, n'ldoooj kit 
inttro.aihvt ■iirayns, fit the public eereiiicuy of tbeir eouiession, hunuli- 
aiion, ai..d forgiveness. This, is n beaufiii] example of the vulno of iul.er- 
eessiou, of tlie huoii.ia.lkin of Ihlso ter.ckcrs ;uiil calumniators; and also of 
the sweet and heavenly sph'il of a holy n:au who ecu d may Ibr his wicked 
licensers. They severally went and did as the Lord commanded them, 
and 1,'ic Lord a—irlod Job. lie turned iiis eaetiiuiy jshai. A:; piu.jcd for 
his friends. And the Lord cave biiu twine as much as he had before. 
This was not all done at once, but gradually: Ibr his seven sons and 
three daughters were born after this, in '.he culinary onuse of time. Iiis 
friends hail all Ibrsakeii him in his alllietions, as is usually th.e ease. They 
now returned to him. with many expressions of bomoauh'.g and coinfbrt 
over tlie evil that, the Lord had brought upon him ; and every one gave 
him a, piece of money and an. ear-ring of gold. Saef friends, it may be 
observed, however, nre of very little consequence. Tvioy aro like birds of 
passage. When winter sirs in they leave for a warmer iuid more conge- 
nial climate; bnf when the spring roi.nrus i.hoy eon.e back just as quickly 
and i o noli more joyously than they ivent away. Treaehi.'i'.y and liyprwrisy 
in IHcmiship are Iwo groal woaknessfss of liumnu natuvc v.ddeii have two- 
vailed in all aecs. Ais the air, in the rail and spring, is lull of birds of 
passage, following iheir natural iiisLiueis. and beat solely on iheir own 

Eleasure. so the world has over been, as it now is, full of fair weather 
iends, mere soid : ;es of fortune, cussing ami repassing between the vic- 
tims of prosperity a: ..I adversity, selfishly ami meanly bout or, their ov-'ii 
Sleasure, ami following the igno'.le tendencies o! a degraded nature, 
lore desiueable sneoiim us of liunnurly, i'.a:i la'- iri ni-. do not 1'e preach 
religion and morals, ami every sentiment of an lonorabl.' um'i in Mo nian- 
bood. ^ r hon prosperity returns, they generally come bae'; with " a piece 
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of money," or "an ear-ring ™ go'd," or »"'™> other price "- ''''stored «>:i- 
iidenue iisid frioiHisl'.ip. Bat ilio iiwirc dial lias be-eu wounded ar.d 
cninliod, when in trouble, ami li'.'iiiliii;-: Lme frii'-iiila, if ever, is req/iirod by 
no Cliristlftii priix-ii'ilf, to I ii in or ;,ji;sii! On abiisoa ooiviilt'iiuo and IVicrds'aip 
lor " a piece of -iioney " or "an cai'-i'iiii- of ^u'd." J'.v.- ovi.fi/ oAoneutaii U 
■j-:-<vi:\'. n:p^-!t:.:^, h ■.■:iii!l,i '<:■«, <.<,,:d i'ii. l: iji:rjv.(d r.-forittaHon of tiou- 

diuit. So till! Lord KksmiiiI l;ic l.'tl ",'.■;■ cuii of Job more r.h.an his aer;iiming : 
and in all the land T .vero no woii'ir:j ten (id m> fair and beautiful as Ida 
ami gators. And after this Job lived a hundred and forty years, and 
died, being old si.ncl full of days. 

In awful majesty, sublime find dread, 
The Lord to Job from out the tempest said : 
Who now is this, by arguments absurd, 
That darkencth counsel by bis hasty word ? 
Devoid of knowledge, weary, sore, and faint, 
lic-jiining, mur.ui'r.ing, off. with rash complaint. ; 
That makes my government unjust appear, 
And all my dealings cruel and severe ? 
Gird np thy loins, and prove thyself a man, 
Explain my answers if thy wisdom' can. 
Let strength and vigor exercise control, 
Display the highest efforts of thy soul. 
Pre sump t'o us, rash, ivreviireiit before, 
Attempting oft my counsels (o explore ; 
Accept anew courageously the task, 
And answer me the questions I shall ask. 
Hagaeious, skillful, prove l.liy wondrous claims, 
To solve my plans, my purposes, and aims. 
Explain the universe, with all its facts, 
Before you seek to criticise my acts. 
For now, indeed, will I demand of thee, 
And strict require i.haf thou shalt answer me. 
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I'll tost thy knowledge of atlliel. ion's cause, 
By explanations of my natural laws; 
And see how far thy matchless wisdom goes, 
By some inquiries which Til now propose. 
For where wast thou, and whither didst thou stray, 
When earth's foundations I did firmly lay? 
If thou dost know from whence its matter sprung, 
Declare the sump with thy prolific tongue ; 
Or how the building, fitly framed, appeared, 
When this terraqueous edifice was reared ; 
. Its motions, laws, and mysteries profound, 
That rise concerning both the sea and ground. 
Who laid the measures where the bound' ries go ? 
Explain to me : for thou dost surely know ; 
Or stretched the line with skill from pole to polo, 
And hewed the caverns where the oceans roll? 
On what do its foundations firmly rest, 
Like seals upon the molten wax impressed ? 
Or who within the deep and solid clay, 
The corner-stone thereof did firmly lay ? 
Or law of gravitation did prepare, 
By which it hangs suspended in the air? 
When matin stui'K their harps did all employ, 
And sons of God did shout aloud for joy ? 
When hosts angelic did their chorus raise, 
In celebration of Jehovah's praise ? 
Because they saw another world arise, 
In matchless glory In adorn the skies. 
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Or who the sen with briny salt did mix, 

And limits also to its billows fix ? 

Who caused its noisy and eternal roars, 

And shut it up within its folding doors f 

When first it burst from earth's interim- tomb, 

And issued forth from out its nether womb '( 

When clouds for g an ileitis I did li.rsi command, 

And darkness thick did make iis swaddling-band '? 

And wrapped it up, like infants newly-born, 

In swathing mists, pretectal from the mora ? 

When I surrounded it with rugged shores, 

And set about it rocky bars and doors ? 

And said : thus far thy billows high may roll, 

But further progress shall the land control ; 

My groat decree sh:dl ever be obeyed, 

And here thy waves shall in their pride bo stayed. 

Advance exultant, crested, haughty, fleet, 

And then lie prostral o, foaming at my feet. 

Hast thou commanded, since thy infant days, 

The rosy morning's bright and golden rays ? 

Or chased the night from nature's somber face, 

And caused tin'. 1 day-spring to observe its place : 

In di lie re nt seasons of the rolling year, 

In new positions made it to appear ? 

Yet caused it e'er, with wisdom most divine, 

To know the place it always ought to shine ? 

That fair Aurora, at its golden birth, 

Might gild the wings, and light the distant earth; 
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That wicked men who rol> and steal by niglil,, 

Might fear and fly before the morning light. 

As rounded seals are rolled on yielding clay, 

And images, and [pictures thus portray; 

So when the dawn across the earth doth roll, 

The night doth vanish by its sweet control ; 

The thee of nature everywhere is seen, 

Arrayed in gorgeous robes of living green ; 

The sea and hind, with hills and cities rise, 

In forms of beauty to the wond'ring eyes ; 

Aurora touches nature's shameless face, 

And pictures spring, adorned with matchless grace. 

The fields and mountains, trees, and (lowers, and streams, 

Arise beneath the morning's golden beams. 

From wicked men the lighi. is all withheld, 

Concual.eil in darkness, by their fears compelled. 

Subdued and broken is their phmd'ring arm, 

Through coward dread, and guilty, sore alarm. 

JLisi thou descended fin: beneath with me, 

And seen the springs that feed the homy sea*? 

Or hast thou walked in search of caverns deep, 

That down below the ocean's bottom sleep ? 

Have Sheol's gates, and all that in them lies, 

Been opened wide before thy wond'ring eyes ? 

Or Hades' doors whew ghastly death parades, 

In gloomy realms, his dark and dismal shades? 

Hast thou perceived, with vision short and small, 

The mighty breadth of this terraqueous ball? 



y Google 



THE LORD S ANSWER TO JOB FROM THE wniRLWIXD. 

If lii on dost- know concerning aii I hose themes, 

Declare and tell me now the matter seems. 

If not, behold the myst'iy of thy cause, 

My plans, and purposes, and moral laws ! 

How rash, and hasty now thy words appear, 

Complaining often of my dealings here ! 

lint wbere's the way to light's supernal home ? 

VviihurawiL al. evening, whither doth it roam V 

From whence again doth it return at morn? 

And peer in glory, as if newly hern V 

Or who doth know where AwolI.H the fountain bright, 

Whence dart the rays of warm, magnetic light? 

Of light itself lieholdest thou the cause ? 

Its nature, motions, mysteries, and laws ? 

And as for darkness where doth it reside 'r 

And whither doth it in the morning stride ? 

From whence re l.nrn it s dusky lines at night V 

To swai.he the earth for balmy sleep's delight ': 

Art thou so well acquainted with their track, 

That thou couldst take them, and conduct them back ? 

Art thou familiar with the paths that lead, 

To where their homes have been, by n 

And understandest thou this knowledge so, 

Because begotten ages long ago ? 

Hast thou observed their paths I did create, 

Because the number of thy years is great ? 

The treasures also of the crystal snow, 

Hast thou so entered as to clearly know ? 
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Its beautiful phenomena explain ? 

Alio nl the tree/nig of '.he. smaller rain ? 

The vapors chilled in multitud'nous forms, 

Of crystal flakes, chat fall hi fleecy storms ? 

Presenting endless sorts of shape and size, 

Consummate, fine, ami charming to the eyes? 

Their sides and angles, beautiful and rare, 

Hast thou examined with especial care V 

Triangular, hexagonal, and more, 

In number than the sands upon the shore ? 

With diamonds, stars, and spangles, pure and white, 

Inspiring wonder, rapture, and deliglif 'i 

And understandest thou from whence they came ? 

From boundless treasures al ways just the same ? 

Canst thou explain ilie secret , silent force, 

By which the forming crystals shape their course ? 

Hast thou considered their profusion vast, 

From storms abundant from the northern "blast ? 

Hast thou observed the treasures of the hail£ 

With all the mysteries which they entail f 

And which I keep agninsl. the day of war, 

Of troublous times, and battles waited for ? 

Whose icy drops consist; of frozen rain, 

Congealed where colder strata, high remain ? 

Some perfect ice. some soft; like frozen snow, 

And all peculiar, wondrous figures show? 

Some angular, and others smoothly round, 

Some pyramidal, others flattened found ? 
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Some snowy crystals, to the curious eye, 

And constellated with sis radii ? 

With spongy kernel, in the center found, 

Encased by harder icy crusts around? 

Canst thou explain the secret, subtle laws, 

By which those great phenomena I cause ? 

Declare the way the morning light doth part, 

And from the center to circumference dart ; 

At first collected in the early dawn, 

From whence its rays diffusively are drawn. 

Explain the law "by which the beams divide, 

From out the sun, and through the world do stride ; 

Expanding, darting, lighting, cheering all, 

Proliticating this terraqueous ball. 

What makes it light, instead of dark and dense? 

What gives it heal . instead of cold intense ? 

From whence ariscth its immense supply ? 

How long before lis sources all will dry? 

If thou dost know the things I thus propose, 

Thy wondrous knowledge unto me disclose. 

Demonstrate now by explanations clear, 

Thy right to sit in judgment on me here ; 

To criticise my government ^ml pl;in, 

And all my dealings with' my creature man. 

Or bnowest thou the way the eastern wind, 

Is scattered i'orlli o'er sea ::i:d laud combine.! !■:■' 

What power propels it, swift in fuiy hurled, 

From one direction, blowing through the world ? 
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Or who out out the little channels small, 

Through which the waters from the clouds do fall ? 

In slender stream;;, divided, separate, 

Instead of pouring down in fountains great ? 

Or cleaved, along the eloud, the zigzag path, 

For roaring lightning, darting m its wrath? 

To cause the rain upon the distant ground, 

Where human kind hath never yet been found ? 

To satisfy the waste and des'late earth, 

And give the hud of tender herbs ite birth ? 

In this the mighty power of God is felt, 

Because 'tis done where man hath never dwelt. 

The pathless desert, and the prairie wide, 

Are decked with beauty, iVuitfulnpss, and prido ; 

The herbage springs, the opening flowers expand, 

The blossoms breathe, beneath His fost'rmg hand. 

Behold the rain, hal.li it a lather too? 

That makes it thus His marv'lous bidding do V 

If not, then who did cause this fluid life, 

"With which the boundless universe is rife ? 

From whence the showers that give the deserts mirth, 

And fall around to fructify the earth ? 

Or who's begotten all the drops of dew, 

That fall at night and wet the herbage through ? 

Descending opportunely on the ground, 

Beneath the torrid skies and night profound? 

From out whose womb, translucent in device, 

Was born on earth, the pure and crystal ice ': 
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Or who hath gendered copiously, or given, 

The hoary frost tlii.it seems to come from h 

The liquid waters often are concealed, 

By crystal ice upon their face congealed ; 

It rests upon them like a molten stone, 

And ocean's frozen as a solid bone. 

Canst thou explain the laws by which 'tis done, 

And make them simple unto ev'ry one? 

Or girdle Pleiades' delightful band, 

And bring its bright influxes on the land ? 

When spring succeeds to winter's cheerless gloom, 

And vernal nature decks herself in bloom ? 

Canst thou unloose Orion's stormy bands, 

That scatter polar winds to milder lands ? 

That chill the air, the earth, and latter rains, 

And bind all nature in their frozen chains ? 

Cnnst tlicu disarm this giant, fierce and bold ? 

Unloose his girdle, and bis power withhold ? 

Control the seasons of the rolling year, 

And bid them come, agreeable, or drear ? 

Or Mazzaroth, in proper time, bring back, 

The signs celestial of the Zodiac? 

Or guide Arcturus in his high patrol, 

Attended by bis sons around the pole ? 

Or knowest thou the laws, through endless years, 

That hold the planets in their lofty spheres? 

And heavenly bodies quietly control. 

That high, majestic in their- orbits roll ? 
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That make their movements easy, sure, and grand, 

And show the power of God Almighty's hand? 

Canst thou establish, or produce the birth 

Of their dominion over all the earth '? 

And cause the tides and seasons all to roll, 

Beneath the majesty of their control ? 

Canst thou, with lifted voice, o'er land and main, 

Command the clouds to give abundant rain ? 

Are storms and tempests that above thee roll, 

Within the limits of thy vast control'; 

Cans! thou despatch the lurid lightnings' glare, 

Through heaven and earth to rive, and blast, and tear ? 

That they may dart, with instant speed, afar, 

And, at thy bidding, tell thee : Here we are ? 

This latent fire that slumbers in the skies, 

Canst thou, for vengeance, ever subsidize f 

Subject its wrath to thy unbounded sway, 

And make its flashes l.liy commands obey ? 

By subtle laws their mastery obtain, 

And subjugate them to thy vast domain ? 

By force of skill their burning flames employ. 

Among mankind, as engines to destroy? 

Or who's put- wisdom in the inward parts, 

And understanding into human hearts ? 

Or placed intelligence within thy mind, 

To comprehend the wonders thus designed? 

With obvious wisdom also hath endowed, 

The lightning, tempest, and the thunder-cloud? 
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By which they all do marvlously combine, 

To show to man contrivance and design ? 

Display intelligence, arrangement, skill, 

And mighty plans, and purposes fulfill? 

Proclaim in symbols, tokens, omens plain, 

The potency of God's almighty reign ? 

Or who can throughly all 1lie clouds explore, 

And by his wisdom count their number o'er ? 

And tell the particles of floating mis!, 

Of which they all collectively consist? 

Or who can stay the bottles of the sky, 

And stop their mouths with mandates loud and high? 

Or pour them out in floods of drenching rain, 

And make them empty on their sides remain ? 

When moistened dust is turned to drowning mire, 

And grows to hardness by the solar fire ; 

And plastic clay, beneath the thrifty grass, 

Dissolved by rain, becomes a molten mass ; 

That cleaveth fast, in texture- hard and one, 

When dried and bated beneath the broiling sun. 

Canst thou devise a more successful mood, 

For ravenous beasts to pounce upon their food ? 

Canst thou endow them with super' or skill, 

Their ways of life to follow and fulfill? 

Canst thou instruct them in the scent, and chase, 

The lieiog wait, the spring, and death embrace ?, 

Canst thou suggest improvements of their lot, 

By skill and instincts better than they've got ? 
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Wouldst thou supply the rav'nous lion's need, 
And ev'ry day his monstrous hunger feed ? 
Ganst thou relieve his present toil and strife, 
And fit him better for his mode of life ? 
Or fill the appetites of hungry whelps, 
By higher insl.ineis ami diviner helps ? 
Than when they crouch in dims of thickets deep, 
And seize their prey with one unerring leap ? 
Or sly abide in coverts long and late, 
For ranging animals to lie in wait ? 
Have other creatures arts and instincts less, 
Than what from thee they all might now possess ? 
For tender ravens, who provides supply ? 
When wand'ring forth, as soon as they can fly, 
They're left alone, devoid of food to eat, 
And croak aloud, and cry to God for meat? 
The brute creation ev'rywhere displays, 
Instinctive fitness for their sev'ral ways. 
And adaptations in them all. appear, 
Contrived exactly for their low career. 
If all this knowledge, might, and wisdom grand, 
Transcend the power of man to understand; 
How vain the effort then to comprehend, 
My hidden counsels, and their secret end? 
To solve the myst'ry of each private cause, 
That now resulteth from my moral laws? 
How foolish, vain, irrev'rent, and unwise, 
t my dealings thus to make replies ? 
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Submission, confidence, and sweet repose, 

Alone can tend to mollify thy woes. 

Canst thou not trust the power and love d 

In all the wonders which my hands have made ? 

And feel that truth and justice will. he done, 

Impartially to each and ev'ry one ? 

That all my laws are righteous, just, and true, 

And keep the good of ev'ry one in view ? 

Then let thy lips the wondrous story tell, 

Behold, Jehovah doeth nil things well. 

Divine attention also hast thou paid, 

To all the creatures which my hands have made ? 

Doth care paternal always kindly lead, 

Thy mind to know the seasons when they breed f 

The savage, timid, helpless, tierce, and wild, 

As well as tame, domestic, weak, and mild? 

To feel solicitude for all that roam, 

Beyond the "bounds where man hath fixed his home ? 

To act as shepherd, herdsman, round among, 

The mountain goats when they produce their young? 

That fear and fly, as if from danger near, 

When human heincs in their sight appear? 

But who my nursing, and compassion share, 

And strong become beneath my fost'ring care ? 

Or markest thou with kind, paternal mind, 

When claves the harmless, inoffensive hind? 

Afar in deserts, and in thickets strayed, 

And destitute of ev'ry human aid? 
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And inaccessible on cliffs of rocks, 

In wild and fearful, iui]>ro tooted flocks; 

Canst thou approach them, and their habits learn, 

And all their hist'ry carefully discern? 

Or count the months they secretly fulfill, 

In strict obedience to their Maker's will? 

And tell the tirae, by wisdom deep decreed, 

When they produce (.Loir young and timid breed? 

In pains and perils critical and hard, 

Remote from shepherds, then their lives to guard ; 

In chosen places, s!\ ly searched about, 

Thoy bow themselves, and east, their sorrows out. 

But then invisible, unheard, unknown, 

I never leave them in their woes alone : 

For there my tender and paternal care, 

Doth watch and guard them and from danger spare. 

Their young, robust, in comeliness, are born, 

And grow, and fatten upon native corn ; 

In fields and wildernesses growing wild, 

Where scanty nature hath, in places, smiled. 

They sally forth, like older ones before, 

To hunt their forage, and return no more. 

While other young, by wisdom's secret plan, 

Require the long and tender care of man ; 

A n J ae;ed dams, congenially inclined, 

Are always friendly, provident, and kind ; 

These little calves of mountain goats and deers, 

Are left alone, abandoned to their fears. 
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The eagle, falcon, wolf, and dog, and stag, 
Rapacious hunt them from their native crag. 
But instincts wonderful these lacks supply, 
They know so well the way to hide and fly. 
Or who's sent forth the wild, and lawless ass, 
To crop exultantly the mountain grass ? 
In troops immense, disorderly inclined, 
With fleetness swifter than the agile wind; 
Untamed, unbroken, migratory, bold, 
To wanner regions fleeing from the cold ; 
Exhilarated, unrest-ruined, and free, 
Eluding man and his captivity ; 
Whose house the wilderness my hands have made, 
And fixed his dwelling on the mountain glade ; 
In desert wastes, and barren, howling lands, 
Where scanty herbage, dry and withered, stands ; 
Who scorneth multitudes of hunting men, 
That dwell in cities with their bits and pen ; 
Nor yet regardeth in his freedom fleet, 
The crying driver in the noisy street ; 
But rangeth mountains for his pastures lean, 
And searcheth round for everything that's green. 
Canst thou arrest him on his barren lands ? 
Hast thou unloosed his letters and his hands ? 
Canst thou subdue him, and his wildness tame? 
And make him answer to his chosen name ? 
Didst thou ordain this law that doth control, 
The scornful freedom of his sullen soul? 
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Or bid him pasture over regions strange, 
And independent, thus exult and range ? 
Behold the unicorn, of boundless nerve, 
Will he be willing for thyself to serve ? 
Will he abide around thy sumptuous cribs, 
Ami fat the leanness of his- monstrous ribs ? 
Like ox or camel will he long remain ? 
Ami wear the yoke, and drag tin; iron chain? 
Canst thou secure him fast witli migln.y bauds, 
And make him plough the furrows of thy lands? 
Canst thou subdue him in his wildness free, 
And make him harrow valleys after thee ? 
Because, indeed, his strength is so immense, 
Wilt thou confide in him with confidence ? 
Because the horn that grows upon his snout, 
Appears so long, so solid, sharp, and stout; 
His monstrous frame's so mighty, huge, and long, 
His muscles so tremendous large and strong ; 
His naked skin with knots doth so abound, 
And roll so loose, in heavy folds around ; 
So tough, and so impervious withal, 
To sword, or dart, or e'en the iron ball ; 
Because his legs are very short and thick, 
His courage's boundless, and his jstep is quick ; 
Wilt thou consider these the reasons why, 
Unshaken trust should in this creature lie ? 
Canst thou domesticate and tame his wrath, 
And make him follow in thy beaten path ? 



y Google 




yGooglc 



yGooglc 



TIIE LORD'S ANSWER TO JOB FROM THE WHIRLWIND, 321 

Will he become so faithful unto thee, 
That thou canst trust in his fidelity ? 
That thou canst leave the products of thy toil, 
Within his reach, secure from harm and. spoil? 
Wilt thou believe him that he'll never roam, 
But bring thy crops in perfect safety homo ? 
Canst thou explain the reasons why ibis brute, 
Thy right to govern him doth thus dispute ? 
But wisdom, power, and providence alone, 
Are not by quadrupeds exclusive shown. 
The tbathorci'1 tribes Unit in ihe deserts range, 
Possessed of habits rind of instincts strange ; 
Remote from all the care and art of man, 
Display diversity of skill and plan ; 
Designs, contrivances, and therefore hence, 
Super'or wisdom, power and providence. 
For gavest thou the peacock's goodly wings? 
That stridulous and screaming music sings ? 
Behold, a wing of joyous cry is there, 
Exultant, proud, uplifted, soft and fair; 
Her wing and plumage, and her voices heard, 
Appear as if it were that pious bird, 
The sacred stork-; whose praise is often sung, 
Because she loves so tenderly her young. 
But no, 'tis not the stork, nor falcon, hawk, 
Nor other fowl that seems her voice to mock. 
But lo ! the ostrich, feathers, speed, and size, 
With other signs, e;innot deceive my eyes. 
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ITcr voice doth vibrato, quiver, shake, and trill, 
And utter sounds of lamentation shrill ; 
She sendeth forth a shouting, joyful cry, 
And tremulous vociferates it high. 
Her wing is made to aid her feet in flight, 
And not to soar, find scale the azure height; 
'Tis soft and downy, bearded long with hair, 
Or filaments, without consistence, rare ; 
Unlike the feathers which compose the wings, 
Of other birds that scom terraqueous things ; 
That have their webs so very long and wide, 
And broader far, on one partic'lar side ; 
And hooked together, eur'ously, with care, 
To catch, resist, and row against the air; 
The scanty plumage of the camel-hird, 
With softer filaments ofliair is furred; 
Unhooked, and downy, long, and wide betwixt, 
Wit Is shaft exactly in the middle fixed. 
The ostrich's wing is made precisely right, 
To aid the creature in its rapid -flight ; 
To balance, oar, and guide its monstrous form, 
In movements fleeter than the swiftest storm, 
"Tis haughty, proud, exultant in its might, 
Triumphant, joyful in its lightning flight; 
Uplifted, bold, vibrating o'er the ground, 
With scornful, rapid, and a whirring sound. 
She's made to live in deserts wild and waste, 
And fly pursuers with unrivaled haste. 
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She's shy and tim'rous, trusting to her heels, 
Avoiding man, and cultivated fields ; 
With stomach huge, and fitted for her fare, 
Voracious, glutt'nous, destitute of care ; 
Devouring shrubs, and luiVh of coi.rser grass, 
With stones avid iron, hair, and broken glass. 
Her head and bill, with her peculiar chick, 
Resemble ranch the small, domestic duck. 
Her neck, in shiipi', is li'<e the graceful swan, 
But yet, in length, immensely longer drawn. 
Her legs and thighs arc Ik-shy, Lir^c, and then, 
In looks and form, are like the common hen. 
Her foot is cloven, tipped with double toes, 
That, swift, in running, stones and gravel throws. 
Her height's enormous, oft from head to ground, 
The feet when measured, six or seven are found. 
The distance also, from the head to tail, 
The same in length, doth oftentimes prevail ; 
Ilci: Imdy's ponderous, and in weight abounds, 
From seventy-five to more than eighty pounds. 
She far outstrips the fleetest creature known, 
And fearB no running swifter than her own. 
Resembling much the camel in its sprawl, 
She towers beside him frequently as tall. 
She struts a bird in gen'ral form and wings, 
But yet's a quadruped in many things. 
The largest specimen of feathered tribes, 
No flying fowl her properties describes ; 
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No human being ever can dispute, 

That she's a link, connecting fowl and brute. 

Alone she dwells, in habits, instincts, raco, 

And holds on earth an hiterb lending |>liu:e. 

She builds no nests upon the trees, or land, 

But leaves her eggs 'wii.li.iu ilio torrid sand. 

Some forty, fifty, often many more, 

Compose the number of her yearly store. 

In inches through they measure five or sis, 

And mottled colors on the surface mix. 

The larger number oft aw.de arc flung, 

To feed the cravings of her hungry young. 

To incubation seldom doth she trust, 

But "warms them oft'ner in the glowing dust ; 

Forgetting also that the foot may break, 

And savage beasts her eggs, for food, may take. 

Her heart is hard against her tender young, 

As if her offspring never from her sprung. 

If any noise is heard, or creature stirs, 

She flies as though the eggs were never hers. 

Without affections which in olhers yearn, 

She seldom ever ventures to return. 

Her little ones, like pullets partly grown, 

With hunger starved, are left alone to moan ; 

Like oiyiliiitis, cn-big round on ev'ry hand, 

For mothers, absent in a distant laud. 

No apprehension fills her with despair, 

She knoweth nought of providential care. 
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In vain her travail happeneth to her lot, 
"Unfeeling, cruel, she regards it not. 
Devoid of fear, anxiety, or care, 
She leaves her young to glean their scanty fare. 
Because Jehovah hath deprived her heart, 
Of love and wisdom, in the inward part. 
A mongrel creature, 'twixt the brute and bird, 
No understanding was on her conferred. 
But power and wisdom have this Cowl endowed, 
With other properties amazing proud ; 
With lofty carriage, rapid flight, and scorn, 
With which she flies before Hie noblest born ; 
Eluding oft the swiftest courser's speed, 
With haughty air, ami '.ow'rinir, scornful heed. 
For when she lifteth up herself on high, 
A lire transcendent flashes in her eye. 
She whin* and lashes with her [lapping wings, 
And bids defiance with her wondrous springs. 
The horse and rider haughtily she mocks, 
And swift, exultant, onwardly she stalks; 
Abandons thus herself to speed and flight, 
With joyful courage, and supreme delight ; 
Proceeds along with whirring, arrow-sound, 
And never seems, at all, to touch the ground ; 
Expands her wings to catch, and row the wind, 
And leaves her foe immensely far behind. 
Explain, O Job, with rev'rent voice and word, 
The hidden m vs fries of tins wondrous bird ; 
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The secret purposes she doth fulfill, 

By virtue also of my sovereign will. 

If not, submit, and silence hence maintain, 

Concerning things you cannot now explain. 

Confess the works of my almighty hand. 

And trust the power you cannot understand. 

Behold the horse! caparisoned for war ! 

For clash of arms, and battles waited fori 

His eyes are lightnings, darting flames of fire, 

His voice is thunder, rowing loud with ire; 

fli-j floating mane, with pomp nmje-tie spread, 

Is black with fury, rolling round his head ; 

His cars vibrate to ev'ry martial sound, 

His ringing hoofs Lear up the trembling ground. 

His monstrous muscles rise like iron bars, 

His restless limbs are gleaming bright, with stars. 

His gait's majestic, terrible, and proud, 

Like fury, marching on the tempest-cloud. 

His courage, terror, majesty, and might, 

In awe, and wonder, petrify the sight. 

"With power and wisdom gavest thou, at length, 

This noble animal his mighty strength ? 

Hast thou his soul, with exultation crowned, 

And clothed his neck with thunder's noisy sound ? 

Or made his face, with quaking tla.shes gleam, 

And flames of fire, from out his nostrils stream ? 

Didst thou, with pomp, his graceful motions deck, 

And bend the bow that crowns his royal neck ? 
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Canst thou alarm him by some horror near, 

Or terrify him with devouring fear ? 

And like the locust, make him swiftly leap, 

The fields, and fences, and the valleys deep ? 

Behold the glory of Ins nostrils wide, 

As forth he prances, snorting in his pride ! 

Dilating, fierce, how terribly they puff, 

And, proud, the air, in haughty fury, snuff ? 

To urge (.he- coals that glow within hi;- breast, 

And shoot the flames, from out his pipes expressed. 

He paweth fiercely in the valley so, 

When he doth foam, and, headlong, pant to go. 

His fiery orbs revolve with awful wrath, 

And dancing terrors tremble in his path. 

His anger burns, and towers, until, at length, 

He feels exultingly his awful strength. 

With marv'lous neighing, terrible, profound, 

Hi* thiuul'virig hoofs, in martial pride, resound. 

His monstrous grinders, firm and strong, are fixed, 

His bit is crushed, within his teeth, betwixt. 

He goeth on with vengeance, rage, and heat, 

The armed battalions fWousIy to meet. 

His noisy month, with dreadful thunder (juiikes. 

His body vibrates, and with neighing shakes. 

He scorns exultingly the gleaming spear, 

And mocks triumphantly at death and fear. 

He's not affrighted at the horrid fruy, 

But laughs at danger in his onward way. 
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Prom brandished swords, ho never turneth back, 

But bold, victoriously, he clears the track. 

With ears erect, he drinks the awful roar, 

Of war's loud thunder, happier than before, 

The quiver rattleth loud acainst his frame, 

But on he goes, courageously the same. 

He scorneth danger in his wild advance, 

Against the sharpness of the glittering lance. 

With twanging vengeance, hard against the shields, 

He strikes his feet, and kicks his pond'rous heels. 

With leaps of fierceness, and tremendous rage, 

The serried hosts he boldly doth engage. 

His conquering power he never doth distrust, 

But beats his feet and raises clouds of dust. 

The earth reverberates beneath the sound, 

And lo ! it seems he swalloweth the ground. 

He standeth not, but leaps, and roars, and hounds, 

When loud he hears the trumpet's noisy sounds. 

The martial clangor makes him so rejoice, 

He hears no more the rider's powerless voice. 

In ev'ry vein he foams, and pants to go. 

With charging footsteps on the haughty foe. 

With learing ears, and horrid, open jaws, 

The swaying ranks he fiercely bites, and chaws. 

Among the trumpel s, sounding loud to all, 

With joy, he saith he hears the battle-call. 

Impatient, neighing, careless of alarms, 

He longs to rush amidst the clash of arms ; 
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He smells the slaughter and the war afar, 
And tears along the warlike, bloody ear. 
He hi; nrs the thunder of the captains' voice, 
And makes the charge as if it were his choice. 
Ho snmTs the vietVy, and (he deadly rout, 
The cry of princes, and the battle-shout. 
Behold the wisdom and the power of God ! 
And noblest brute that on the earth hath trod '. 
In lofty majesty, and til ately pride, 
With which no animal hath ever vied ; 
In docile temper, strength, and beauty fine, 
In fearless courage, pomp, and use divine ; 
Behold his glory, and his worth endorse, 
And read my greatness in the martial horse. 
Consider now the fleet and nimble hawk, 
A name, generic-, as the sages talk; 
Including species of the falcon tribe, 
Which ancient records of the earth describe ; 
That boast of fleetaess on the airy wing, 
Beyond the speed of any other thing; 
Embracing also in its wider range, 
The migratory fowls, of habits strange ; 
Renowned for rapid night, at certain times, 
From colder realms, to more congenial clhr.es ; 
Subjected thus by Jnw, and love combined, 
To higher instincts than the common kind. 
Doth she ascend the lofty, azure sky, 
And, by thy wisdom, long and rapid fly ? 
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Or turn her knowing head and longing mouth, 

And stretch her wings towards the sunny south? 

Didat thou endow these eur'ous oreatures too, 

Such wondrous iliii -,gs, unprompted, thus to do ? 

Or doth the eagle scorn the lower land, 

And mount aloft at thy divine command ? 

Didst thou direct her bold and lofty flight, 

Beyond the boundaries of inoriul si«ht ': 

With speed tr.'ijiseendm"; any other bird, 

Of which thine ears have ever truly heard ? 

Didst tbou instruct her how to soar and fly, 

And build her nes! ingen'ously on high? 

On inaccessible, outcropping rocks, 

"Where storms and tempests breed the thunder-shocks? 

Or teach her how to make her cozy nest, 

Within the fissures of the crag compressed ? 

Of lengthy, pliant twigs, inwrought across, 

Will) reeds and rushes, heath, or softer moss? 

And glue it up, awny from pois'nous fangs, 

Beneath some jutting crag that overhangs ? 

To furnish shelter from the rain and sleet, 

And sweet protection from the broiling heat? 

Behold, she (Iwellclb, nnd abidetb there, 

On lofty summits, peering in the air ! 

Sublime, exalted in her tidy booth, 

Suspended firmly on the rocky tooth. 

From thence unseen, secure, and far away, 

From ev'ry eye, she seeketh all her prey. 
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With great aeuteness, from so vast a height, 

She darts her clear, and penetrating sight ; 

And marks the smallest thing that moves, or lies, 

Upon the earth, with quickest, keenest eyes. 

Her tender young their instincts too display, 

When they devour their portion of the prey. 

Like infant life, new horn, and far too weak, 

The solid substances, for food, to seek ; 

They never touch the harrier, gory, fresh, 

And indigestible repast of flesh ; 

But suck voracion^ly the oozing blood, 

That flows in veins, and streams a crimson flood ; 

And where the slain repose upon the ground, 

There she is always, in a moment, found. 

'Tis thus the goats, the ass, and unicorn, 

The ostrich, horse, with hawk, and eagle-bora; 

By habits, instincts, laws, and striking things, 

Pertaining both lo quadrupeds, and wings; 

The proofs of wisdom, goodness, love, and care, 

And power of God, thus inarv'Jously declare. 

Canst thou explain them all, the hows, and whys f 

if so, then utter thy profound replica. 

If not, be careful how thy wondrous cause, 

Attempts to criticise my moral laws. 

As night, with ihii'kness, on the earth doth lie, 

And hide its beauties from the anxious eye ; 

Produce confusion, mysteries, and doubt, 

Perplexities, no human tongue can count; 
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So now do vails of darkness hence appear, 
To cloud my dealings with my creatures here. 
But still beneath do hidden beauties lie, 
That yet with rapture shall delight the eye ; 
When rosy morn, on h right, heraldic wings, 
Shall rise resplendent on created things. 
To Job convinced, and to repentance led, 
Moreover answered thus the Lord, and said: 
Shall he that with Jehovah dol.h contend, 
And seek His plans of government to mend ; 
Instruct th' Almighty in the proper laws, 
That ought to govern ev'ry human cause ? 
How oft hast thou expressed » great desire, 
To carry up thy cause and pleadings higher ? 
Condemned by friends, and smitten by my rod, 
To turn from them, and go direct to God ? 
Where truth and argument will never fail, 
Bui. right aud justice will, at once, prevail? 
How oft thou wished to argue then the case, 
And plead thyself the facts before my face ? 
Believing that in my exalted court, 
The circumstauce?i thou conldst so report; 
Present, explain, defend, and prove the cause, 
And set before me arguments aud laws ; 
So clear, and cogent, free from stain, or pelf, 
That thou wouldst gain a verdict for thyself; 
As if to teaoh me, bring the truth to light, 
And move me then to do the thing that's right. 



y Google 



the loed's answer to job from the whirlwind. 

Behold, O Job, beneath my heavy rod, 
Desiring often to reprove thy God ; 
To argue down, confute, and show me why, 
Affliction deep should not upon thee lie ; 
The present time courageously embrace, 
And free thy mind before my gracious face. 
Attempt an answer, or my words deny, 
I pause in silence for l.hy free reply. 
Then Job responded to the Lord, and said; 
I cannot raise my sore, confounded head ; 
Behold, I'm vile, and I can make no plea, 
For what, alas ! can I reply to thee ? 
Before thee once my cause I wished to lay, 
But now I'm guilty and have nought to say; 
And, on my mouth, I'll lay my stricken hand, 
And dumb, submissive, in thy presence stand. 
I've spoken once, irrev'rently, and dread, 
I'll not repeat again the words I said. 
Yea, twice I spoke in a complaining strain, 
And uttered speeches altogether vain ; 
Deliberation thus appeared within, 
And caused an aggravation, of my sin ; 
And hence no further I will now proceed, 
But let my silence and submission plead. 
From out the tempest, fearf;;!, dark, and dread. 
The Lord then answered unto Job, and said : 
Gird up thy loins, and prove thyself a man, 
Prepare thyself, and do the best you can. 
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Put forth thy strength, and ev'ry effort strain, 

And what I say endeavor to explain. 

I'll now submit some questions unto thee, 

And thou declare, and answer them to me. 

In this, O Joh, art thou unwise and dull, 

For this my judgment wilt thou disannul f 

Wilt thou condemn me and my dealings here, 

That thou may'st righteous in thine eyes appear? 

Wilt thou attempt to prove that I am wrong, 

And show that justice doth to thee belong ? 

To set aside the judgments I've decreed, 

And others better in their places plead ? 

To change the treatment I bestow on man, 

And substitute a diff'rent, wiser plan ? 

"Do proofs of 'wisdom from thy works proclaim, 

The greatness, and the glory of thy name? 

That thou shouldst seek to litigate thy cause, 

And prove the error of my holy laws ? 

Hast thou an arm that high above doth tower V 

In potency like God Almighty's power? 

Or canst thou thunder with His marv'lons voice ? 

And with His majesty aloud rejoice ? 

Bedeck thyself with excellence divine, 

In pomp of rank, and power, and riches shine ; 

Array thyself with beauty fine, and fair, 

With majesty and glory rich and rare ; 

Display the symbols of the great Supreme, 

.And tokens worthy which to all. shall seem. 
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Unfold abroad thy fearfu], raging wrath, 
And let red vengeance mark thy onward [tilth. 
Show forth the proofs that thou art now a God, 
And wave around His sore, and smiting rod- 
Behold the proud, and haughty of the race, 
And by a word t.hci.r insolence abase. 
Upon the arrogant thy looks bestow, 
And bring the vain and supercilious low. 
The ostentation* humble in disgrace, 
And trample down the wicked in their place. 
.'Destroy the idols which they make their (.rust, 
And hide them all beneath the lowly dust. 
iSnbji:c; iliriii instimily to borrows foil, 
And bind their faces in a secret cell. 
Demonstrate clearly by a look or nod, 
That thou art now a true, and real God ; 
And then,, indeed, will I confess to thee, 
That thou dost need no further aid from Me ; 
That thou art mighty, fearful, wise, and brave, 
And now thyself thy matchless hand can save ; 
That worthy also thou dost hence appear, 
To judge my counsels, and my dealings here ; 
To rule the universe, and bear its cares, 
And manage wisely its immense affairs. 
But now the captain of the creatures see, 
Behemoth, mighty, which I made with thee, 
la flow'ry pastures, fat with fragrant locks, 
He eateth grass beside the docile ox. 
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Lo now, Lis strength from out his loins doth rise, 
His force tremendous in his navel lies. 
Like some strong cedar, bunding in the gale, 
He moves, at will, his short and pliant tail. 
The monstrous sinews of his haunches vast, 
Are wrapped together, solid, firm, and fast. 
Like pipes of brass his bones are firm and strong, 
And bars of iron compose each mighty prong. 
Of all Jehovah's marv'lous works and ways, 
The greatest strength this valiant chief displays. 
And He that made him did the brute afford, 
His monstrous teeth, and sharp, avenging sword. 
The lofty mountains bring him forth his food, 
Where playful beasts rejoice in merry mood. 
He lies beneath the trees, and shady dens, 
Concealed in coverts, made of reeds and fens. 
The shady branches cover o'er his bed, 
The thrifty willows compass round his head. 
In mouths of gullies, dry and thick with trues, 
In lazy posture oft he takes his ease. 
He drinkefh up a river in Ms need, 
And hasteth not, to satisfy his greed. 
He trusteth he can suck unmeasured sips, 
And draw up Jordan to his thirsty lips. 
So huge in size, and valiant in his might, 
Can any take him in his wary sight ? 
Or seize the creature by his monstrous chin, 
And bore his nostrils with the cruel gin ? 
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Behold the ends of my almighty will, 

This king of beasts doth on the earth fulfill ! 

Explain the laws, and instincts that control, 
The ways, and motions of his mighty soul. 
Behold the power, skill, and wisdom great. 
That did this animal, with ease, create ! 
With hook and line, fay craft, or artful plan, 
Canst thou draw out the huge leviathan ? 
With cunning artifice canst thon beguile, 
The strong, untamed, and monstrous crocodile ? 
Ungovernable, fierce, with flaming eyes, 
In aspect terrible, and vast in size ; 
liis mouth distended, opening far and wide, 
With dreadful armor, sumpt'ously supplied ; 
' Equipped with formidable, sharpened teeth, 
The upper circle matched with one beneath; 
Arrayed in carved and eurous coat of mail, 
Composed of sets of ovei'Lippitig scale: 
Canst thou with cords, below the water flung, 
Extract the roots of his tremendous tongne? 
And press it down, with twisted cable tight, 
In tame subjection to thy wondrous might ? 
Canst thou this monster peaceably dispose ? 
Or put a hook in his prodigious nose ? 
Or cord, composed of rushes twisted round, 
And lead the creature, tradable, and bound? 
Canst thon, with rings, his mighty jaws adorn, 

1 with metal, sharpened like a thorn? 
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As those that angle hi the sacred Xile, 

Preserve their finny beauties fresh awhile ? 

Alive, and plunging headlong, swiftly round, 

In perfect safely, firmly held and bound ? 

With iron ringlets in the snouts they "bore, 

And strings attached, and tied upon the shore ? 

Like humble captives, begging lor their lives, 

With many earnest supplications strives 

This monstrous creature, pheously with thee, 

ImpLo'hig oft that thou wilt set him free? 

Will he beseech of thee in tender tones ? 

With soft and gentle word;;, and plaintive moans? 

Will he submit himself to thy control. 

And yield the inast'ry of his mighty soul ? 

Or make a covenant to live with thee, 

In vile, unmerciful captivity ? 

Canst thou enslave him to thy constant will, 

And always make him thy behests fulfill V 

His stubborn instincts ever tamo and guide, 

By skill, and training carefully applied? 

Wilt thou amuse thyself, with sports and words, 

And play with him, as with canary birds ? 

Or bind and cage him, with sufficient aids, 

And tame him also to delight thy maids ? 

Skill I.hxjn eomp;iiiion!* lay their crafty si-are;-, 

And circumvent the monster unawares ? 

Or fishing partners, by devices take, 

And sumpt'ous banquets of his body make ? 
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Among tlic merchant s-li.al.1 tli.cy pari Him round, 

And cut him up, and sell him by the pound ? 

Shall traffickers expose his stubborn flesh, 

In market-places, tender, sweet, and fresh 1 

His thick, and tough, impenetrable skin, 

Canst thou transpierce, and thrust the lances in ? 

With irons barbed, and hurled with mighty will, 

His scaly rind canst thou completely fill ? 

With ringing, clanging, metal, fishing spears, 

Canst thou affect his scaly head and ears ? 

Can fleets, and navies ever once prevail, 

To carry off the skin upon his tail ? 

Or take his head besmeared with bloody marks, 

Aboard of one of all their fishing-barks 'i 

Upon this monster only lay thy hands, 

And then remember what the war demands; 

For soon thou'lt give the mighty battle o'er, 

And never wish to undertake it more. 

Behold the hope of taking him is vain, 

The effort fruitless must, with thee, remain. 

So formidable is his very sight, 

No one can see him, and enjoy delight. 

His looks appear so horrid, and so dread, 

That one that sees him humbles low his head. 

There's none so fierce, as daros to stir his wrath, 

Provoke bis anger, or invade bis path. 

Then who is able to contend with me f 

To stand up boldly and pronounce bis plea ? 
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If such a creature thou wilt not attack, 

Then how c:uist thou evpect to hurl mo hack? 

Disarmed of courage, trembling with alarm, 

Subdued by fear, and fleeing from his harm ; 

What hope remains that thou, a mortal clod, 

Couldst argue down, and overcome thy God ? 

Or who is able suddenly to seize, 

And take me, off my guard, when ho may please? 

Anticipate my watchfulness and might, 

Against the foes that venture in my sight ? 

To overmaster me, and lay demands, 

For largesses, and favors, at my hands ? 

What human skill can lay and spring his snares, 

And take me suddenly, when unawares ? 

If man cannot subdue, nor skill beguile, 

The fierce, untamed, and monstrous crocodile ; 

Control his instincts, and enslave his will, 

And make him faithfully his laws fulfill ; 

How fash, adventurous, unwise, and vain, 

To try the great Creator to constrain ? 

To make Him tributary to himself, 

In favors, services, or paltry pelf? 

What obligations also on me lie, 

To mortal man that I should once reply ? 

All things created by my power divine, 

TliruiiLi'h space unbounded is for ever mine. 

No one can claim them, by his just demands, 

No one can rescue, from my sovereign hands. 
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'Tis therefore right and Lest for ev'ry man, 
To yield submission to Jehovah's plan ; 
To magnify- Ifis power, and love displayed, 
In all the wonders which His hands have made ; 
Receive with gratitude what He may give, 
And kiss the rod that even lets him live. 
But now that I may unto thee disclose, 
Sly power and wisdom further, I propose ; 
No more Ms parts and functions to conceal, 
But his proportions fully to reveal. 
His mouth, his teeth, his scales, and eyelids bright, 
His nostrils, neck, and heart shall claim their right. 
The matchless grace his armature displays, 
Shall now receive a lining meed of praise- 
Behold, the face his scaly garment wears I 
And who that garment from the monster tears ? 
'Tis hard and rough, with mottled carvings wrought, 
Transcending far the greatest artist's thought; 
Like coat of mail, it firmly girds him round, 
And wraps him up, impenetrably hound. 
What power can strip him of this monstrous dress, 
And gain to him a more direct access ? 
Disrobe his body and expose his back, 
With easy vengeance, to the spear's attack ? 
His double bridle, who doth near it dare, 
And tremble not with horror, and despair ? 
Or who that sees him ever calmly draws, 
With fearless courage, nigh his double jaws f 
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The awful doors that do his face divide, 
Declare and tell me who can open wide ? 
His teeth are terrihlo in rows about, 

And. stand in sets, enormous, sharp, .and stout. 

Hi* grin ring jaws display some thirty each, 

That alternate, and close together reach. 

Of these, a part, projecting further out, 

Appear (o lit; amazing firm and slum. 

Another portion, grinding for his maw, 

Are notched, and sharpened like a double saw. 

The rest are slender, like a common comb, 

That match together, when they're driven home. 

His grasp is terrible, tenacious, fierce, 

When all his teeth his victims throughly pierce. 

Hi/ .-■ .■!■ ■ ur. -l.i. -1.1* llii' . ■ b-'ltnt.- In.-. | n I , 

Compact, and fitted closely side by side; 
Enclosed together, like a seal impressed, 
In layers, lapping each the other's breast. 
So near is one to ev'ry other fixed, 
No air can ever circulate betwixt. 
Each man's a brother, and a mated shield, 
Like battle-comrades on the martial field. 
Together scaled in joints that cannot Start, 
No mortal power can sunder them apart. 
And by his ncesings shines a glist'ning light, 
Like phosphorescence, glowing in the night. 
Amphibious, and holding long his breath, 
Beneath the waters, in the realms of death -, 
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He sneezes loudly afterwards, and throws, 
The pent up air so swiftly through Ms nose ; 
That brushes IviiilJiioils appear to glow, 
J ii sili oo ting columns, when he thus doth blow. 
His eyes are small, but fiery, piercing bright, 
And like the eyelids of the morning light ; 
Because, when he doth rise from out the deep, 
Their brilliant looks are first to peer, and peep ; 
Like rosy dawn, before the day doth rise, 
In matchless glory in the eastern skies. 
When on the land he fiercely hunts his prey, 
And strideth forth, majestic in his sway ; 
His open mouth emitieth lamps of flame, 
And sparks of fire are leaping from the same. 
His jaws distended, horrid ta behold, 
His gait determined, powerful, and bold ; 
His breath ejected, vehement, and dread, 
His blood inflamed, and rushing to his head ; 
His awful form inflated, high and rare, 
His tail erect, and swinging through the air ; 
Ho foams and tears with unexampled ire, 
And snorts profusely rushing^ streams of fire. 
From out his nostrils, pitch}' smoke proceeds, 
As from a caldron, kindled by some reeds ; 
With rolling thunder, noisy in its birth, 
That vibrates loud, and rocks the veiy earth. 
His lurid breath, in glowing fierceness, rolls, 
Inflames around, and kindlcth burning coals. 
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A solid flame proceedeth from his mouth, 

Like billows raging in a time of drouth. 

Within his neck unbounded strength remains, 

Its mighty force it constantly retains. 

Before his course alarm and terror dance, 

And where ho goes (hey Imp, nnd skip, and prance. 

No fleshy collops vibrato on his flanks, 

Nor flabby dewlaps tremble in his pranks ; 

Devoid of pendulous, and. fulling rolls, 

Of softer flesh, that hangs in heavy folds ; 

.About the neck, and sides, and underneath, 

And which no strengi.li do ever hence !»(.■< jiie;ith, 

To common animals ; leviathan, 

Is formed upon a tot'lly diffrent plan. 

His flakes of flesh are joined together strong, 

Compactness doth to ev'ry part belong. 

Within themselves they're solid, firm, and hard, 

They cannot hence be either moved, or marred. 

'Tis thus that ev'ry part of him, at length, 

Contributes to his vast, amazing strength. 

His heart is firm, and callous as a bone, 

Indeed, as hard's a nether mdliug-sioue. 

When he doth rouse himself to make attack, 

The mighty their accustomed courage lack. 

Their strength is gone, and feeble is their arm, 

They lose themselves from terror and alarm. 

So tough, and hard, and scaly is his skin, 

That no harpoon can be injected in. 
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The sharpest instrument, with barb and point, 

Cannot transpierce the indurated joint. 

The hardest steel, employed by hunters bold, 

Within bis rind doth never stick, and hold, 

The spear, and javelin, and hissing dart, 

Make no impression on his vital part. 

When he displays his vast, prodigious might, 

He countetb iron as straw before his sight. 

Whenever bold hU mighty power's withstood, 

He looks on brass as if 'twere rotten wood. 

The whizzing arrow cannot make him flee, 

He never tarns his coward back to thee. 

By him these weapons all alike are spurned, 

And hissing sling stones arc to stubble turned. 

The hardest clubs, applied with valiant might, 

Are counted worthless in his scornful sight. 

He laugbeth greatly at the shaking spear, 

And never feels the least tormenting fear. 

His scales, with sharpness, umlernciith compare, 

With broken pieces made of earthenware. 

They're rough, and ragged, sharp, and pointed long, 

And stud his belly, wondrous hard and strong. 

He spreadeth them, in multitud'nous ranks, 

And harrows mire along the slimy banks. 

The deep he maketh, like a seething pot, 

To roll with billows, as if boiling hot. 

He makes the sea, with lashings often heard, 

Like pots of ointment, from the bottom stirred. 
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Behind liim shines a phosphorescent path, 
And hoary ocean foams beneath his wrath. 
■ On all the earth there doth not yet appear, 
A monster made so destitute of fear. 
For courage, strength, ferocity, and skin, 
For teeth and size his like lias never been. 
[lis loots are scornful, haughty, to\v : rhsg high, 
Above all tilings, comained in earth or sky. 
He reigns a king, o'er children filled with pride, 
Or animals that roam creation wide. 
No savage beast was ever like him made, 
Of all combined he never feels afraid. 
No snares successful can they for him lay, 
Nor altogether take him for their prey. 
Behold the power and wisdom thus displayed, 
Tii nrit'ral objects which my hands have made ! 
How vastly far my power transcendeth thine I 
How infinitely doth my wisdom shine I 
Remember also that a finite mind, 
Can never fathom all that I've designed. 
Because their comprehension is in vain, 
Shouldst thou repine, and murmur, and complain ? 
My works my bound loss attributes declare, 
With love and reverence unto them repair. 

1 ...... 1 I .v ni" I ■ ■_- 1 enprt.ni,.. 

Organic structures richly with them teem. 
Design, contrivances, with power and skill, 
In all my works my purposes fulfill. 
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Examine, study, search, and deep explore, 

The laws, and wonders of creation's store. 

Submission dumb becomes a mortal clod, 

To power and wisdom of Almighty God. 

His secret counts do not. yet appear, 

Iu all His dealings with His creatures here. 

When troubles come, with murm'ring and distrust, 

Remember then that God is great and just. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

job's confession, acceptance, and prosperity. 

.ioil is CO.",v : :!(■:■:;. \iv 1.1 ~|JC-0i:1i 0!" L; Li.- A!li;:i;];!> . of (li;1 ili'iliilc power, 
wisdom, ami inajesLy. Hi: aekm.wleaiivs Lial. lie has liiil His counsel iii 
his unwise speeches; that lis lias attempted to debate qimsl.ions which 
were too w on ili 1 ili 1 1 for bin., ami of which ho knew nothing. He now 
submissively and ponitem.ly begs of the Almighty to instruct him. Hia 
■views im.l iboliugs ski entirely clisr.^-ii. [In nu longer desires to come 
into court, with his case, a i j ■: 1 nrgr.e i:. belbro so evaltcd, -.vine, and viowor- 
ful :i Being, iik Ik; now sees God in bo. Ho declares Hint hitherto he had 
only ii'-ird of llim. by the Imarmji' of the oar; but Hint now hist eyes 
belioid Him ; thai I .e ret of. i re hip views of iJod fad ueei. darii mid obscure; 
but LliuL now his npmoheiisio; s o,f I Lin: wore eienrer. and more ovenvhoini- 
irig. Desire to contend with God in (it, hole is now cuanged into profound 
humiliation, st-i: L i .basement, submission, docility, and reverence, lie 
declares that, in comparison with God, ho is viio. ami t.iiat he abhors him- 
self, and repents in dust ami ashes. I J' a now sees that lie had uttered 
many hiin-.y and irrevciciit; oxiirossiens, anil, inslcmi oi'sluaiiitUig, unmur- 
umringly, I.o His dealings, he ban rebelled iigninst, l.'iom, am.! desirrfl to 
lia.vo them changed; that, in this, he had pot himself in tho attitude "fan 
instructor, and counselor to Jid'.ovnh; and sought, to havo Him ehango 
His plans, purposes, ana designs, at his dictation ; that he had treated 
(old, in this reboot, more us an equal, tin.]; as the ttlmi^bly, and infi- 
nitely wise ami. jest Jehovah. His gumral spirit was. however, pious, and 
faaitiess. Ho vindicaied. most obiiuer.liy, the character, and government 
of God. He bore his atliicfions win grea : . rbrtitndo. ana n-sigi union, as a 
general thing ; and never lost his conndenoo in his Maker. I lis I. earl, was 
right, and ho was truly a sinece, and good man. Tho Alniigiity now 
aeoepls .lot,, mid condemns bis ll.reo friends, lie vimlioaTtd l.f.e integrity 
aim general positions of Lie patient, and tmtkiv.l sutierer, and reproved the 
unkind, and bitter spirit of his three pretended comforters. He also 
declared thin, [lis wrath was khudeu against thorn, beeanso they liad not 
spoken eoneeriiiiig lli:n the thing that was rigid, as Job had. Job's posi- 
tions were, in the main, correct. Theirs wore chiolly erroneous. Human 
sufferiegs, hi lids life, do :.::l determine hunian gnih.. Tlirinigh sacrifices, 
and intercessions by Job. his fiifoe .Virii. is arc spiOid from punishment, 
Tbia is a beautiful instance of a, holy man praying lie and Ibrglvir.g his 
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slanderers, ami false aaeutcvs. They had v.ro!i,_<?ally dinrgorl liini with 
groat- sins, and assorted that his extraordinary snd'crings proved ijim to lie 
ft bad man. Kow ii turns tint thai laey are the gniliy ones, and arc deliv- 
ered from a, just retribution l.lircaigli his ]joly- ijkivlvs. He no doubt 
tided. aUbe oileriug of the npnensiuy saerineos. as an oliiciniing priest, 
Tiiij bord now Lurt'.cd bis eapi.Lviiy, and restore! him hi heukh .ami pros- 
perity. His possessions v.-cnj doubled, ami the saoie mimber of children 
wii'O born to hi;:: ris he had hclbre !iis rjalaenties car>o upon him. These 
children wore undoubtedly by a second wife. Tin; iirsi. had proved her- 
self so unworthy of a uian, so evaboil and :)ol,!o, ii;a:. it- is not: likely sin; 
was pernuUcu, hi his ■/-<■;■ : , ".o< ■'■■■, ■■■.■.'■<.■■.■,.■'. ■.■■■ : it, 1.0 be too mother of his 
new oilsprhig. Ilia three Jan/aters inio ieiv liOMiiifo!. arid bad names 
a1.41rupriai.od to them expressive of llioiv kiadhie: [>\.v ikerilios. lie made 
thorn oqoa! hobs, with ni.s sous, of bis csis'.e. To is was noi. oomraoji Willi 
tile Hebrew.-, nor with the great a:en o:' the East, His ihrjiajv (VicniLa 
returned to bin. again. He lived one Lundrod a:id fart y years afl.orwanis 
in peace, and domestic happiness ; -aw the foartb gene vat ion of his de- 
seoadaats flourishing in the land; ana died in si serene oid age, i'ub of 
days, and loaded with honors. 



Then Job convinced, tun] pensively inclined, 
In answer spoke, and Urns expressed Ids mind : 
I know that both, in earth, and o'er it too, 
Thy power almighty uv'ry thing can do ; 
That thy omnipotence, in wisdom's plan, 
Demands submission of thy creature man; 
That wisdom, majesty, and might supreme, 
From all thy works in matchless glory beam ; 
That no intent can bo from thee withheld, 
Or from thy mind, by human power, dispelled ; 
That love and wisdom, infinite, and clear, 
In all thy ways 1 ntiiscendently appear ; 
That no design; intention, .scheme, or plan, 
That thou dost form concerning mortal man, 
Can be prevented,. hindered, or restrained, 
But will be executed, and maintained. 
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And who is ho that hideth, by his speech, 
Eternal counsel, ami doth falsehood teach? 
That dark'neth knowledge by his hasty word, 
And utters things imprudent, and absurd ? 
I do not now deny the monstrous fact, 
That I am guilty of this wicked act, 
I've spoken things, with high, uplifted hand, 
My hasty spirit did not understand ; 
Pronounced opinions foolish, and unsound, 
On subjects altogether too profound; 
And uttered many words concerning thee, 
Too mighty, deep, and wonderful for me. 
But led away, by sulPrmgs great and strong, 
I used expression* vehement, and wrong; 
Respecting things I did not comprehend, 
And which alas ! I never can defend. 
Submissive, docile, penitent, and meek, 
Oh, hear, I pray thco, and I now will speak. 
Divine instruction I will ask of thee, 
With holy rev'rence and humility. 
With no desire to controvert thy plans, 
Debate with thee, or break thy just- commands ; 
Declare to me thy wise, and sovereign mind, 
And teach me truth, for I am now resigned. 
My views of Thee have heretofore been dark, 
And idle hearsay, dropped in false remark ; 
Of ages past, blasphemous of their God, 
His laws, and government, and ohast'ning rod. 
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I've heard of Thee, with reverential fear, 

But only by the hearing of the ear. 

My knowledge, second-hand, was loose and old, 

And only such as others vaguely told ; 

Indefinite, obscure, unsettled, vain, 

And such as idle rumors oft obtain. 

Traditions, fables, glosses vain and dim, 

With speculating, philosophic whim.; 

Supplied my only theologic store, 

Of views and notions entertained before. 

But lo ! a sudden change is wrought in me, 

For now mine eye itself disccrneth Thee. 

A'Hicimus grievous, and repeated oft, 

Hare touched my heart, and made it meet, and soft ; 

Jlcmovcd tlic scales from oll'mj blinded eyes, 

And shown me now thy deeper mysteries ; 

Embalmed Thee consciously within my heart, 

Incarnate, glorious in my inward part. 

My inner senses, spirit-born, and clear, 

Perceive and feel thy gracious presence near. 

My apprehensions now are sweet, and bright, 

Because supplied by inward, conscious sight. 

My quickened noul, thy glorious voice doth hear, 

Not tit rough the outward, but the inward ear. 

My contrite spirit bows beneath Thy rod, 

And feels the presence of an inward God. 

Thy wisdom infinite, and power displayed, 

In all the wonders which Thy hands have made ; 
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Unfolding marv'lously still mors and more, 

I see yet cleaver than I did before ; 

Myself perceive, and all my sins abhor, 

In dust and ashes I repent therefor. 

No more exalted with my righteousness, 

My great unworthiness I now confess. 

AHikled sore, reproached by cruel friends, 

With views obscure concerning sorrow's ends ; 

I oft indulged in language rash and vain, 

Complained, and murmured in a bitter strain; 

Declared myself from ev'iy error free, 

And urged my goodness and integrity. 

But now, alas ! I also clearly see, 

Tin vile, and loathsome as compared with Thee. 

This truth, by me, is pensively confessed, 

I now condemn the spirit- I possessed; 

The vindication also which I made, 

Of my self-righteousness I now upbraid. 

The careless way in which I spoke of God, 

I sore lament, and justify His rod. 

With pensive symbols of repentance worn, 

I loathe myself, and low, before Thee, mourn. 

My inward sorrow, m.ost profound, and dread, 

Shall be expressed, with ashes on my head. 

I thought I once was righteous in Thy sight, 

But now I see my views were far from right 

The holiness, and purity of God, 

Reveal io me the vileness of the clod. 
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Although Elipluiz, liikbei, Zophar, too, 

This mighty work could not by speeches do ; 

Bat with their argument, and caustic word, 

The spirit of contention in me stirred ; 

With bold denunciations, so unwise, 

Awakened in me only sharp replies ; 

Yet when Jehovah from the tempest speaks, 

And explanations of Ilia wonders seeks ; 

And shows His power and majesty supreme, 

More glor'ously than they before did seem ; 

Contrition, speechless, deep, and unexpressed, 

In dumb submission, melts my stubborn breast. 

Such glor'ous visions burst Tipon my sight, 

With wonder, rapture, and immense delight ; 

Of God, and nature, wrought with marv'lous skill, 

His sovereign counsels only to fulfill ; 

Of all His dealings, mixed, paternal, kind, 

In love and wisdom, infinite, designed ; 

Incomprehensible, sublime, and grand, 

Beyond the power of man to understand; 

That now I see, devoid of all distrust, 

That God Almighty is both great and just; 

That what I know not of His dealings here, 

Will yet, in wisdom, unto me appear ; 

And nv'ry trial, in its final end, 

Will prove at last to be my dearest friend. 

Thus Job, o'erwhelmed with sorrow, guilt, and pain, 

Condemned by friends, from speaking did refrair 
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Jehovah now the controversy ends, 
And to Eliphaz, with Ms other friends, 
With words of truth, and righteousness 
This solemn judgment publicly declared: 
My wrath is kindled, ardent, deep, and bright, 
Against you all, arraigned before my sight. 
For ye've not said, as Job, ray servant's done, 
The thing that's right, concerning any one. 
The chief opinions he did oft express, 
Were just and righteous, which 1 now confess. 
His gen'ral arguments, replete and great, 
My holy character did vindicate. 
My governmeni, and purposes, and laws, 
His words upheld in pleading bold his cause. 
In mental agony, and svi^i'migs -ore, 
Provoked by charges which your speeches bor 
Improper sentiments were sometimes flung, 
Irrev'rently from off his hasty tongue ; 
Yet just, sincere, his honest heart was right, 
Within my righteous and impartial sight. 
Repentant, meek, submissive, too, he stands, 
And seeks forgiveness at my gracious hands. 
But what in all your lengthy speeches ran, 
About my laws, and government, and plan ; 
That in my dealings with my creatures here, 
The character doth always sure appear ; 
That pain is proof of monstrous guilt and sin, 
And freedom from it, righteousness within ; 
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Is false and cruel, l>oth to God, and man, 

And makes no part of my diviner plan. 

Besides you uttered these opinions vain, 

When free from sufTnngs, rind distressing pain. 

Unjustly you accused him many i imes, 

Of bold hypocrisy, and heinous crimes. 

When pity. i'ni.Tidvhip, end compassion sweet, 

Demanded words, with sympathy replete; 

With loud reproaches, bitter words, and sore, 

You made his suff'rings greater than before. 

Devoid of love, unmerciful, severe, 

You said his sins did from his pain appear. 

This monstrous lie would evermore proclaim, 

Eternal infamy upon my name ; 

For human suff'rings have a higher end, 

Than pain and mis'ry on a righteous friend. 

Now therefore take some bullocks, and some rams, 

And go to Job, wil.h I.Vitlings, and with hmiljs : 

With slaughtered victims, deep atonement make, 

And all your sins lxpcnlautly foivako. 

Of either kind let seven the number he, 

That perfect penitence my eyes may see. 

My servant Job, with mighty faith increased, 

Shall pray for yon, and act as holy priest : 

For his integrity, in grief, he's kept, 

And him will I, thus publicly accept. 

His prayers, perfumed with justice, faith, and right, 

Shall be accepted in my holy sight. 
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Although his feelings have been wounded deep, 

By words jour speeches did upon him heap ; 

Yet sweet forgiveness with Ms spirit blends, 

And he shall pray for Ids repenting friends ; 

Lest I shall deal for all your folly done, 

The fearful judgtiicjit due to ev'ry one ; 

Because, of Me, ye've not declared the right, 

Like Job, my servant, in My righteous sight. 

Eliphaz, then, so haughty oft before, 

With Bildad cruel and reproachful more ; 

And Zophar caustic, bitter, and severe, 

Now all confounded, pensive, and sincere ; 

To Job, with victims, went their humble way, 

And did according as the Lord did say. 

With smoking riles, the prayer of Job ascends, 

And God accepted his repenting friends. 

But when he'd prayed, and victims ceased to burn, 

Then Job's captivity the Lord did turn. 

He also added to his former store, 

And gave him double what lie had before. 

Then came Ids brethren their respects to pay, 

That had before been put so far away ; 

And all his sisters who did flee in scorn, 

When deep affliction first defiled his horn ; 

Returned again, as fortune on him smiled, 

By pomp of circumstances quick beguiled ; 

'With all Ms old acquaintances before, 

That thronged his rich, and hospitable door; 
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And troops of kinsfolk, with the odds and ends, 
Of sycophantic, and familiar friends ; 
In heartless swarms, hy selfish motives led, 
His house frequented, and devoured his bread. 
The rising sun unnumbered hosts revealed, 
That previous darkness had so long concealed. 
With deep hypocrisy did they bemoan, 
And comfort him they did be lure disown ; 
Concerning evil which the Lord had brought, 
Upon his fortunes, thus reduced to nought. 
When grief and trouble had his mind deranged, 
These swallow friends were all at once estranged. 
When sore misfortunes did his life assail, 
These boon companions mis'rabW did fail- 
When overwhelmed with poverty and woe, 
No longer did they his acquaintance know. 
But now restored, and rie.li, and great again, 
.Heboid what crowds of women, and of men ! 
With condolence, and deep affection shown, 
Expressed in words of patronizing tone ; 
Did ev'ry man a piece of money bring, 
And ev'ry one a pure, and golden ring. 
And thus the Lord, his latter end did bless, 
With doubly more than he did first possess : 
For now did he in grassy pastures keep, 
Some fourteen thousand in hi- Slocks of sheep; 
Six thousand camels drudged about his lands, 
In tame subjection to \n< mighty luncb. 
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A thousand oxen in Ma service broke, 

Rejoiced together in the lab'ring joke. 

One thousand asses of the female kind, 

In toil, and service, were to him resigned ; 

And household troops, with husbandry immense, 

Enlarged the greatness of his recompense. 

As vernal buds returning spring renews, 

To deck the land, and bloom with pearly dews ; 

Domestic comforts cheered again his heart, 

And happy children made the sweeter part. 

A second marriage then renewed his life, 

And gave him hank a true, and nobler wife. 

Seven sons, in order, nntd him were born, 

Three daughters also did his house adorn. 

Their names a hidden meaning also wore, 

And represent the characters they bore. 

The first, Jemima, signifies^ day, 

And symbolic i.^ bcraiiy-s golden ray. 

It indicated also something more, 

And meant that night and sorrow now were o'er; 

That light again upon his bouse did dawn, 

And gloom and darkness were for ever gone. 

The second, Kezia, doth represent, 

A precious bark, of aromatic scent. 

Her soul appeared *o beautiful and sweet, 

"With fragrant spirit Always so replete; 

This name was chosen Therefore to express, 

Her most extraordinary preoioiisneK.*. 
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The third is Keren-Happuck, and implies, 

A dye to tinge the lashes of the eyes ; 

An ornament, of beauty, rich and rare, 

That eastern, ladies used upon their hair; 

With borders black around the eyelids clear, 

To make the eye a. larger orb appear. 

It symbolized the beauty, and the grace, 

Thi-il ') .'tamed angelic from her charming S'ltte 

In all the land, no women could compare, 

With Job's three daughters, handsome, rich, and fair. 

His love for all his children was so great, 

He made them equal heirs of his estate. 

And after this, from Scripture, it appears, 

Job lived a hundred, and some forty years ; 

And saw his sons, and sons of sons abound, 

To four gen'rations in the land around. 

So Job expired, renowned for godly ways, 

Advanced in age, and full of honored days. 
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CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS. 

Behold, O Muse I my ard'ous task is done, 

My, course is finished, and my race is run. 

Inspired by thee, this hook, sublime, and grand, 

So Lard, ru id diJficnlt to understand ; 

I've gone, at length, with care, and patience through, 

Its sense explained, and added mucli that's new. 

This mite of sorrow, sprinkled oft with tears, 

I now present, with mingled hopes, and fears. 

O thou, whose breathing did my soul inspire, 

With glowing Armies of bright, celestial fire ; 

To touch the strings of my resounding lute, 

And utter strains its ancient lines to suit; 

Thy light divine, to ev'ry mind, dispense, 

To see the truth, and comprehend its sense; 

To overlook, with kind, indulgent eyes, 

The imperfections which will often rise ; 

To see how men, sagacious, learned, and great, 

About Jehovah, reason and debate ; 

How little light is shed upon His ways, 

By all the reasoning which the mind displays ; 
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How Job was tried, with grief, and pain severe, 

By loss of weal tli, anil home, and children dear; 

By dreadful sorrow, loathsome, fell, disease, 

And mental anguish, destitute of ease ; 

By sore afflictions in his middle life, 

And irrcligion of his hasty wife ; 

By sad estrangement of surviving friends, 

Through sordid, selfish, and degraded ends; 

By comforters that did no zeal remit, 

To prove himself a monstrous hypocrite; 

Tlu.it s:ii<l, in speeches, o'er and o'er again, 

He justly shared the late of wicked men ; 

How hard he struggled, taunted, seamed, and slurred, 

With crafty arguments, and cruel word ; 

Embarrassed often, by sophistic lies, 

And sore perplexed, by their unjust replies : 

Tormented keenly by his cruel friends, 

Without perceiving his yllliciion's ends ; 

How oft, confounded by their stunning blows, 

And overwhelmed by dread, successive woes ; 

Although upright, and perfectly sincere, 

Yet chastened sore, with sufferings severe ; 

With views obscure about the ways of God, 

His secret counsels, and His frowning rod ; 

Irrcv'rently, with speeches often vain, 

Did he sometimes impatiently complain ; 

Reflecting rashly on Jehovah's laws, 

In oft attempts to vindicate his cause ; 
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Yet how himself did he, in dust, abhor, 
And low, in ashes, deep repent therefor; 
And, afterwards, through till his trials sore, 
Gome forth still brighter than he was before ; 
Restored, and vindicated, free from guile, 
Although afflicted, and condemned as vile ; 
How God, at length, did kindly interpose, 
Tin. 1 i-om iTitvr--y fvn.'i'ly to close; 
Condemned his Mends for what they did declare, 
And saved them only through his mighty prayer ; 
Accepted him, before His holy sight, 
Because he'd said the thing, so just find right.; 
Approved his pensive and religious soul, 
Because submissive to His high control ; 
Restored his body firm again to health, 
Prolonged his days, and doubled all his wealth ; 
The cruel treatment of his kindred changed, 
United brothers until now estranged : 
Brought back his sisters who had fled away, 
When grief and trouble overwhelmed his day ; 
With condolence, bemoaning, and amends, 
And troops of old con grain hi ling friends; 
Supplied him also with a loving wife, 
With mated sympathies to cheer his life; 
Renewed his years with sons and daughters fair, 
Endowed with virtues and with beauty rare ; 
'Surrounded him with wealth, and power, and mirth, 
And made him great and honored in the earth ; 
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Through drutdfid truth. </rcv; his spirit tall, 
And gave him vhdom to enjoy them all. 
Thou stricken soul that now in grief floi.Ii pint], 
Ijcliold, in l.liis, a lesson most divine ! 
Repose thyiaiili and corir'incnce in God, 
And yield submission to His chast'ning rod. 
This faith beholds Him in the things He's made, 
In power, and wisdom, and in love, cl 
In vast designs, contrivances, and skill, 
ft recognises His almighty will. 
Organic matter doth aloud proclaim, 
The majesty "1' liis stupendous name. 
Its collocations, infinite, anfl grand, 
Profoundest rev'renee from tby soul d 
Reveal the great Contriver, in His might, 
And love and wisdom, clearly bring to light. 
They demonstrate Mis attributes divine, 
And make them all in heavenly glory shine. 
The order, beauty, harmony complete, 
That everywhere the student's eye doth meet 
Proclaim to all in earth, or heaven above, 
That He that marie them is a God of love ; 
That, good (less, iniinite, eternal reigns. 
And ev'ry where supremacy maintains ; 
That evil, fixed, organic, 's nowhere found, 
In all the universe of God around; 
That laws harmonic, changeless, and divine, 
n ev'rything do shine ; 
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As proofs and pledges, infinite and strong, 
That nothing hence shall ever issue wrong ; 
And hence that happiness, unmixed, divine, 
For ev'ry one is God's supreme design. 
Abundant proofs of this belief appear, 
Analogies of nature make it clear. 
We see JER-m there, i'nAariiM<\ as He is, 
And know the features and the form are His. 
How good it is to trust in such a God I 
And even feel the chast'nings of His rod ? 
This view of Him supplies a solid ha so, 
On which thy faith and eouJi.dence to place. 
To feel His power is pledged to make thee strong, 
His wisdom too to teach (.ho right from wrong; 
His goodness ev'ry danger to repel, 
His love to say : He doeth all things well ; 
Is vict'ry, faith, and confidenco in God, 
And sweet submission to His blessed rod. 
Then storms may fall, atid selfish friends may fly, 
As birds of passage nimble wings do ply ; 
Reproach may Mast thy fair and noble fame. 
And foul suspicions rest upon thy name ; 
Thy life be weary, lonely, and forlorn, 
And sharp the goring, agonising thorn ; 
The sympathies of kindred be denied, 
And bitter enemies be multiplied ; 
Thy wife may bid thee curse thy God and die, 
And slanders on thy reputation lie; 
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Afilki-iirm's waves may heavy o'er thee roll, 

And grief and sorrow waste thy righteous soul ; 

Unbottled fury may its vengeance pour, 

And each attack he heavier than before ; 

Disease and sufTring may reduce thy frame, 

And worthless imps may trifle with thy name ; 

Marauders hold may plunder all thy flocks, 

Or heaven may blast them with its thunder-shocks ; 

The fearM whirlwind from the woods may blow, 

And house, and children swiftly overthrow ; 

Thy former friends, in such disastrous times, 

May charge thee wantonly with monstrous crimes ; 

With want of prayer, and faith, and love sincere, 

.And make thy guilt stupendously appear ; 

And weary years may slowly roll away, 

Before the dawn of any brighter day ; 

But rest assured, sincere-, upright, and dumb, 

The happy change at last will surely come. 

Be patient, silent : 'tis not all in vain, 

Repine no more, nor bitterly complain ; 

Reproach not God, nor deem thy lot severe, 

NV.r blame Him rashly for His dealings here ; 

But magnify His marv'lous works and ways, 

And let thy soul be tilled with holy praise. 

He loves thee now amidst these sorrows sore, 

With greater love than ever felt before ; 

The trial's hard, the clouds are dark and thick, 

Incessant storms are falling fierce and quick; 
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Great, drops of blood thy face is sweating i'ml... 
Increasing troubles all thy prospects blast ; 
The hallowed garden echoes to thy groan, 
And God and angels are with thee alone. 
The cup is bitter, and thy soul doth say : 
Oh, let these dreg* but pas* from me away. 
But not my will, exclaim, thou suff'ring one, 
But thine, O God, in mo, be throughly done. 
In resignation -drink the bitter cup, 
Let all its dregs be fully swallowed up ; 
They'll do thee good, rebuke thy fell disease, 
Renew thy hejiti.h, and gi\ o ilioo trim qui! e;isc. 
'Tis not for sin the dreadful trial came, 
'Tis no chastisement for pretended blame. 
'Tis kind, pa.to.nia.1, merciful, and. sweet, 
Like heavenly harbinger, mid paraclete. 
'Tis autumn blasts, and biting frosts to suit, 
The reddening vineyards, and the ripening fruit ; 
To grow, prolihYvi.te, and feed thy soul, 
Expand its bud<, and fragrant; leaves unroll ; 
Enlarge, develop, and increase its powers, 
Until, with nobler growths, it vastly towers, 
In rich exper'ence, wisdom, knowledge high, 
And seeth God with unobstructed eye ; 
'Tis trav'ling pains, by which the soul's unfurled, 
And intromitted to a higher world, 
Of clear perception, consciously revealed, 
By which the inner senses 
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The eye, unsealed, with vision more acute, 
To understand di\ incly, and minute ; 
The ear, unstopped, "upnlied "\\ Iih inter Jniiii. 
And finer sounding, spirit tympanum ; 
To hear melodious accents, falling round, 
And angel voices, in communion, sound; 
The smell, unfolded, sweetly to inhale, 
Celestial fragrance, wafted on the gale ; 
Prom aromatic trees, and hlossoms rare, 
That, rich perfume, and load the spirit air; 
The taste exquisite, and divinely grown, 
To relish food the world hath never known ; 
The feelings also now awakened, keen, 
To sense the world that's hidden, and unseen; 
By which the soul's perceptions now are clear, 
And heavenly thing's in brighter llyht appear ; 
Diviner views of God are entertained, 
And higher altitudes of wisdom gained. 
'Tis now that God from out the storm appears, 
No more the source of dread, tormenting fears : 
'Tis now His glory fills the earth and skies, 
Not to the mortal, but the spirit eyes ; 
And what lie is, becomes divinely learned, 
Through spirit teaching, inwardly discerned. 
'Tis now Eliphaz, Bildad, Znphar fierce, 
So cruel once thy smT 'ring soul to pierce ; 
With zeal for sect, tradition, fable, trash, 
So prone, and savage, with the gory lash ; 
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